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I 
INTRODUCTION.  

TI-11s Diary' originally appearcd in the Indian Tempcrancc 

hIagazinc-Otr Gnnvd-and at tlle rctlucst of fricnds inter- 

cstcd in the welfare of our soldiers in Indin, I now publish 

it in a more permanent form. 'I'hcrc is no attempt on 111y 

part to make a book; m y  sole object has been to give 

pcrmatrency lo n simple record of work nmoilg soldicrs in thc 

late Afghan campaign. Having sIlared their trials and dangers, 

I ]lave m u c h  plcasurc in bcnrirlg 111y testitnony to tltcir 

coiirngc in battlc, and to their paticnce iu sickncss-cliecrfully 

cnduring privations for the mnintennilcc of thc honour of their 

country, and dying at the post of duty rather than be faithless 

to their trost. 

As Secretary to the Soldiers' ?'otnl Abstincncc Association 

it was 111y duty to visit our regimcntnl socictics in Afglinnistna, 

ns we11 as tlle Cantonments in India, which will explaiil the 



object I had in visilitlg Cahul. In cvcry camp we hnd 

mcn~bers of tlic AssocinCion, a n d  we have tlie gratification of 

ki!owing that our Inen sere bctter :ible to discharge their 

duties than tliose rvho tlr;uik tlreir rum. 11 lowcr pcrcel~tagc 

of sickness nlnong tlie nbstaincrs is n~uple proof of the fact 

that abslnincrs arc bc t t r  nblc to cndure fatiguing mnrchcs 

than non-abstainers, a11d more to be relied upon in thc hour of 

battlc, wllcn stcndjncss is cssc~itinl to victory. 

In cvcry camp bct\\*cc~l l'csllnwur and Cnbul nicn wcrc 

~)nnislicd for drunkcn~~css; nt Jcllalnbatl thc wl~ole guard got 

drunk by breaking into thc Cominissnrint rum-storc, which 

not only disgraced tlic regiment, but LIIC wholc brigade, as 

n llnlivc scpoy 11nd to supcrsedc a British gu:~rd. I-Iow 

diffcrcnt was ~ h c  condition of tlic Jellalabad C;nrrison in 1842, 

whctr, under morc trying circumstances, Sir Robcrt Sale's 

brigndc had to dercnil tlic city against overwhclmi~ig nun~bcrs, 

and also fought n pitcl~cd battle ngninst i l k b a r  Khan, 

thoroughly defeating his army, and taking tlie \vl~olc of his 

camp. To quote thc \vords of Sir Rotcrt Snlc : "l'hc 

Europcan troops, bcsiiles having insullicicnt rations, were 

without thcir allot~nncc of spirits. I will not nrention this as 

a privation, bcc~usc I verily belicvc that this circumsln~~cc 

and consta~lt cmploymcnt have contril)utcd to kcep than in 

the highest health and most rcmarknble discipline, l ' l~csc 

facts arc so striking, tlint oirrcers and mcn ackt~o\vlcdgc that 
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we wcrc mach bettcr off without tlle ration of spirits thntt wc 

could possilrly havc becn with it! 

This garrisoil ~vould never have gnirlcd thc title of  

' Illustrious' had spirit.drinking bccn possible. It always 

has bcen most productive of insuborditintion and sickt~css 

in lllc rariks of the arnly. Whenever BritisI~ troops liavc bccn 

dcprivcd of this dangero~u ration, they have always donc their 

duty marc cliccrhilly, and endured hardship morc patiently. 

It is to bc expected, ns cvidencc nccumulntes on this subjcct, 

tlral thc spirit ration will bc abolislied, and tca substifiitcd for 

men on active scrvicc, 

Prequcnt rcfcrence is tnadc to thc distrihutioil of Afghan 

Tcmperancc lionours. 'l'he ltonour consisted of n silver bar, 

with ' Afghanistan, r 879,' i n  raised letters, bcit~g prcse~ltcd to 

every marl who fiiitllfuIly kcpt his plcdgc tlrrougli tlie cam- 

paign ; and, according to ollr rcturns, 4 2 2  bars wcrc distri- 

buted. 

TIlc army in Indin prcsents a vast field of labour for Chris- 

tian workers. Our soldiers are on forcign scrvice, and in a 

Itcatlicn land where thcy arc isolated f r o ~ l ~  the pcoplc amongsl 

whom they livc, and scpnratcd from thcir friends at hoi~tc, 

they specially appcnl to our sy~npathy and need our minis- 

trations in the cnt~tonme~lts in which they arc garrisoned. 

Tllose wlto liavc been privilcgcd to work amongst them arc 

scilsible of thc gratitude they mnnifcst for any intercst that 
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may hnvc becrl taken in tlrcm. N o  class .of mcll are tuore 

gratciul lo tlrose ~\.Iio labour amongst them than British 

soldicrs i n  India, 
I If in airy dtgrec tlrc pcruml of this record of work amoag 

tllcril sho111d nrousc in I l ie Iicnrls of lny renders n desirc to 

do sorncthing for tllcir ir.cll;nrc in Intlia, I sllall feel nn~plg 

repaid for the privnlions 1 cndurcd nnd tlic dangers I cncoiin- 

tcrcd in wnlkillg tl~rougli thc Iihybcr I'ass to Cabd. 
4 1. (;EI,SON GREGSON. 



' 1 ' 1 1 ~  railwny jonrncy lo Jhcluln is throllgli n decply i~itcrcsti~lg 
part of thc l'unjnub, i t  crosscs 11)c tsinding 1l;lvcc and thc 
wide-sprc:rding Chcnab, \\~liicli is spnnncd by o i ~ c  of the longcst 
railway bridgcs i r i  the world, its lcngtli bcitjg tlircc milcs mid rr 
half. Thc Chcnnb rccnlls to nli~id t l~c  sad tlis;tstcr of C11ilIi:aii- 
wnllnli, whcrc our army was ncnrly cut to picces. At \V~~xccr- 
abad thc usaal kliivcs, horn-glnsscs, arid wnlking-sticks, which 
scl.cw together in  tlireo parts, wcrc brougllt roulitl fur snls. 
'l'ltis was thc Shcficld of tllc Punjn~rl), in thc days wl\clr Run- 
jcct Singh made his swords, and spears, \\.liicll did so in11r11 
mischief, whcn fighting against our troops. ~lltliouglr thcse 
\\'\lzccrabnd knivcs arc not cqtlal to thc Shcficld bladcs, tljcy 
arc very guod specimens of nntivc work, nlld quite worth the 
inoncy they ask lor them, whiclr i s  from o ~ i c  to fivc rupccs. 

11s soon as we crosscrl thc milway bridgc at Jhelum, wc saw 
llle vnst preparations which mcre bcit~g mndc in tlic ?'raasport 
llepnrtmetit lor conveying stores to the front. Somc of tllc 
ponies and camels were in it wry  mretciicd conditioa, certainty 
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they Iiad not the appearance of bcing f i t  for baggage nnimnlSI h 
f ~ c t  they wcrc hardly strong cnougll to carry tllc pricks on 
\vIiiclr the loads lind to hc securcd. 111 couscqucncc of the 
llcrding togctl~cr of cnttle, and the crorvding of nalives who 
nttcndcd on ttlctn, clrolcra had brokcn oiit in tile station, arid 
tllc olliccr in charge of the Transport Depnrt~ncnt died a fc\t* 
days bcforc I passcd tllrough. 

Notlring could bc morc uninviting tlian a dirty hbu~c rich? 
to Lhe d%k b ~ ~ ~ ~ g a l o ~ v ,  v,iliscallcd tlie Jl~elum I-Iotcl ; everything 
was simply filthy-dirty servants, 1)roken-down chairs, ~ * n \ I s  
that IracI not been wbitcwnshed for an ngc, rind f d  that satis- 
fied one by looking at i t .  Nost fortnnatcly for me, m y  telegram 
from Lal~orc had sccurcd n scat in llic dak * for Rawul Pindcc, 
or I should havc been ol~ligcd to mnkc tlir best of this Jhclrlrn 
Hotel for five days. l \ r ! i c ~ ~  thc time canre for starting, m y  
colnpnnioti had a lnost rlnreasonablc quantity or luggage, to 
\vIiich thc dllr bnbool' vcry rcspccti~~lly ol~jcctcd. T h e  bnrc 
thougllt of a ~n t ivc  mising an objcctioti sccnrcd to ignite a 
nlinc of bad tcmper in  this fcllow-travcllcr, who wma fresh Tron~ . 

England, and consequently coulrl ncitllcr understand wllnt was 
said nor could Ilc csplnin himsclf, irnd so roared in his wrath 
like an E~lglisll bull, and kickcd the unfort~~l~ntc driver Tor pre. 
surning to refusc to tnkc liis bngg~gc. At this I thought I 
nright offer niy sctviccs as intcrprctcr, ant1 tricd to make him 
undcrstnud in his ow11 language, that the native b~bbo  was 
orily objecting hl ~ccordallcc with lhc regulation1 to hi4 llenvy 
baggngc : by this tilnc thc baboo had rctircd frotn the sccne 
sornewlmt aCrnicl ai  tlie enlightened Englishman's boot-maker, 
who is too frcqiic~itly introduccd to the nativcs, giving ellem a 
taste of British shoc-lcnthcr. Tlic cnd of ~ h c  rnntter WCW, that 
after half an hour's delay wc started, n~rd the cnrnged BritisI~cr 
\stas slccl)ilig and snoring away liis angcr. It is t o  be hoped 
that this ' New-conic ' will  soon pass thc lower standard exnmi- 

* Dik, n runil cnrl. t Dik balmo, n post.oficc clcrk, 



I 
nation in die langnny, and trcnt tllc ~lativcs will1 ~llcir  own 
vocabulary illstcad of English Icnthcr. 

The road from Jlielum to Xiwul Pindee was almost in a 
conditiotl of block : a long lilieof weary bullocks wcre dragging 
their heavy loads on to I'cshawur, and what with drivers fast 
asleep in tile carls ; grid tcatns olfour bullocks to huge Irackerics, 
and long strings of camels, we wcre constantly coming to a 
standstill : cvery now and then we banged against sonlc un- 
fortr~natc cart tlrnt had comc to gricf on the road; left just 
whcre the w!lcel camc on; in the ~nicldlc of tlie rand or on tllc 
side, no ~nattcr whcre. Then in addition Lo the constant blow- 
ing of tlic driver's buglc, the dust was fcarf~il, rendering a 
night's dak fro111 Jtlclurn to Pi~ldcc as uncomfortable, ~retcl icd,  
and wcnriso~nc as it was possiblc to IIC, atrd innkiag inc long 
for the old iron-liorse and the two iron rails, which cnablc thc 
travellcr to sleep colnfortably nnd get over the gound  rapidly. 
Tlrere is this consolation, tlic railway is being m;tde, :ind extra 
ratcs and cstra labour are now making thc opening of tllc Iinc 
a possibility ucst ycnr. Coolies of cvery description arc ex- 
ccedingly scarcc at Pindsc, on account of the higll ratcs paid 
on llrc rnilrvay-works. 

At l'indce I was nlost killtlly and hospitably rrccivccl by 
Mr. Thnckwll, of the Amcricnn IJresbytcrinn XIlssion. Allhongh 
tlrc wllolc of Iiis time ir; given to tlativc work, lrc llas deep 
sympathy wit11 work aniong soldiers, and would gladly hold a 
sctvice for them, but for the unsatisfactory condition of his 
henltli, which will not admit of cstrn work. Tlic first liiccting 
1 lreld was in tlie thcatre of tile Eights-first. The Inen of the 
reginlcnt arc suf-ferilrg very badly fro111 fcver, the hospital is 
crowdcd, ancl I rroticcd in going through tIlc barracks (hat 
nunibers of men had bccn obliged to cover tl~cmselves with 
their blankets, ns they werc snffering froill agrrc. Pcver 
has never becn known to bc so bad nt this station bcfore : 
ryhile Europcans arc reduced to a condition of extreme wcak- 
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ness, nativcs arc dying by hluldrcds. Mtcr tlrc tncclillg I 
started for Attack, tllis time with n fdlow-tl.avcllcr who llad 
cvidantiy ~)nsscd thc Llowcr standard;'" consccluctltly tlicrc w:ts 
no trouble or difficulty or any dcscriptio~r, and wc rcndlcd Fort 
rittock early tlie following morning. Thcrc can Iw no doubt 
that tlris looks like tlrc llzt~iral boundary of British Inrli;i, as so 
mnntly Itidiarr stntcstncn of llie old sclrool have tliouglit. 'l'hc 
1~)ighty Indlls, swcllcd by thc Cnbul river, roars will1 grcnt im- 
pctuosity tl,lrongll tlie bold rocks which kccp tlic rivcr in EL 

narroiv channcl. 'fherc is no c1innce of tlic rivcr ovcrflorving 
the rocky bnnk, tliougll it has bccn know11 lo risc sisty feet in 
t w ~ n t y - i ~ ~ v  Izol~rs. During the cold scasoli tlrc rivcr is I~ridgcd 
with bo~ t s ,  whicl~ hnvc to Ilc removed as so011 as tlrc rains set 
in ; nntl I s\~ppose  his suggested to some catcr[)rising c~iginccr 
thc hnppy or enl~nppy tlroilght of boring n 11tnncl 1111der l l~c  
Itidus, which has been clone at an cnormous cost, and only to 
result in n most tlscless and cspcnsivc piece of work, \r.lricli has 
never bccn of any service, and now ncvcr can be, ns thc rivcr 
will sooil bc bridgcci by the rail\vay, nrld the watcr will bc 
nllowcd to rcnini~i i n  thc tunncl, nltl~oirgh tlic splendid steain- 
l)urn11sw\iich wcre sent from Engla~id to pump thc tunnel dry, 
nnrl kuep it so, are rusting on thc rocks a t  Attack. 111 crossi~ig 
tlic bridge onc cor~kl not hclp wonrlcring \r~hetlicr tliix was tlie 
spot wlicrc tlic prc:it Alncedonian crassed tlic I~rdus, and who, 
 lion Ire Iind conqncred t l ~ c  \vorld, cried bccattsc there acrc no 
more worlds to bc crrisl~cd ; and then nt last was liinrsclf con- 
q ~ ~ e r c d  Iby drink, ntlrl dicd n clrunknrd's dcath nrtcr Icadiug. 
armies to coliqucst in every part of tlic civilized world. NOL 
far from thc fridge of boats at thc junction of thc Indus and 
the Cnl)ul, t l ~ c  diffcrencc in the two rivers is n~os t  mnrkcd'nud 
distinct ; I J ~ C  clear wntor of the l t ldr~s Rows for sonlc distn~lce by 
tllc sidc of ihc mudclp Cnbul river witllo~~t ttnitiug with it. 

\Ye I~nd n mectirlg for thc Atlock Garrison in lllc cvcning, and  

Tllc lo\r\.er sin~rdnrtl is thc first csnrninn~ion i ~ r  I-Iii~doostancc. 
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l l ~ e  liicn of tlrc artillcry and tlrc Scvcntccnth t~rritcd togctlrcr. 
Thc gnrrison is vcry snlnII, only consisti~lg of n battery of 
artillery and :t comp:rny of the Sevcntccotll. 

Early tRc ticxt nrornin$r 1 went on to Xosshcra, which is just 
Iidf-way bctwccll :ittuck atrd Pcshaw~ir. There is n very con\- 
lorki;tblc d:7k bt~ngatow, whcrc I stayed the S~~ndity. On Satur- 
day cvrning I llnd n very good meetin[: with tllc Sevcntccnll~ 
Rcgin~cnt, arrd prcstntcd Afghan bars, as I did at Pindcc, to 
tlrosc wlro wcrc entitled to tllcm. It will bc an honour wlrich 
thcy ncvcr nccd bc nsl~iuncd of wenring, and will bc an inter- 
csting rcminclcr of hard ~narches and grcat privations on tlrc 
~\lghan cspcclition of 1379. On Stlnday ~norni~ig I hnd a 
prapcr-~necling, and ill the cvcning an evangelistic meeling in 
tlrc praycr-roonr, whicll is at thc end of one of the barracks. 
How I long to h i d  our abstinence rncn working for Christ, 
nnd Icading their comrades on to n highcr and truer lifc 
thnrr that \vhicI~ thcy can find h thcmsclvcs. 

I got into I'cshnwur about half-past ten, and was very hos- 
pitably reccivsd I)y A h .  Davis. I-Icrc: I found tlie 'l'cvcnty-filth 
rcgimcnt, and armngcd with Colonel Ruddcll for a meuting in 
:hc tllcntrc. 'I'hc Colo~rcl vcry kindly ~~resc~ l t cd  thc Afghan 
bars. 'I'ltc nlcn Iiavc sulicrcd, and ;ire srlCfering a grcat deal 
f r o r ~ ~  the fuvcr, wllich seenls to Irc in~cprab lc  lronl !his station. 
Itr addition to the 'I'ct~ipcrancc mcctitig, wc Iin(l on Evnngc- 
lislic ~ncetirrg in thc soldiers' prayer-room. 'I'licrc: is sotrlctlling 
cxocctlitrgly intcresting iri tllc h c t  that  tl~is rooin was built for 
the good of otlr soldicrs by that tinc Christinu soltlior, thc late 
Coloncl \Vhcclcr, who lies buried in Agm. I-Ic not orlly crcclcd 
illis pra).cr-r~m Ibr his OSVII countrpcn,  hut (rlso prcaclred t l ~ c  
timpel of Christ in the tr:~zrnrs to the AIolintni~wdanu. On onc 
accasiar, nlrcn they were ahusing him i n s  very violent lnanncr, 
his sycc* rctaliared, ~ n d  atborcd them Lack again. As soon ~s 

Ihc Cdo~ic l  lrard  his, 11c told tlw syce to go outside the city- 

fi Sycr, groom. 



gate and wait for ]rim tlicrc, arid rcprovccl l l i~n for givingnbusc, 
tlic syce tricd to jrlstiiy I~inrsclf, by saying, ' Sahib, they n\luscd 
yon.' Tlrc Sahib, howevcr, llacl Icnr~lt thc grcat lcssoll of rc- 
tnrning good for cvil, remcmbcring tllc nclion ol  llis divine 
hlnster, who, whal Hc was rcviled, reviled not again. ?'hrls 
lllis noble Christian soldior was tlic first to prcncli t]lc ~ ~ s p ~ l  ill 
the ba~riar of Pcslinwur, and also to crcct n praycr-room for thc 
European soldiers, ycnrs bcfore Lord Lnwrencc promulgated his 
mcnlornblc order for t11e crcction of prayer-rooms it) tlrc canton- 
lncnts of India. 

Thc Church n~ission tiny bc said to hnvc bccrl ioundcd by 
another carncst Christian soldicr, Sir Ilerbcrt Edw,lrds, who, in 
1855, was Co~nlnissioncr of Pcsharvur. So~ilc npprchcnsion 
of dnngcr was fclt by tllose who distrusted a ~ r d  fcared thc pro- 
pagntian of thc Gospel in so  bigotcd n strongllold of BIoham- 
mcrlanian. An oflicer put d o w ~ i  Iris name on the subscriptiot~ 
list thus-' Out r t ip t07m.(A- n DL-~IIL. artd A~RNI'J. I ~ C W / ~ L T  /or 
thd/2rst miss iu~~~~r~ 'J"  But FIcrbcrt Edwards was too brnvc :I 

mnn, too wise n politician, and too bold n Christian to sliarc 
such fears. I n  hic missionary speech at a mcelirrg in Pfilinivnr, 
be uttcrcd the following ~ilemornblc words: ' In this crowded 
city we hear the Bmhmin in his teml>lc sound his sunkll :rrlrl 

gong ; the muezzin on liis lofty minaret fills thc sir with tllc 
azju ; and tlic civil Govcn~ment,  which protccts thcln bo~h, ~ v i l l  
take upon itself the duty of protecting tlic Cllristiail missionary 
who goes forth ti, preach the Gospel. Above all, wc lnny be 
quite sure that tve arc mach safcr if wc do our duty than if wc 

~ieglcct it, and that I i c  who I ~ n t h  l~rought us hcrc with I-tisown 
right arm will shield and blcss us, ii in simple re l i a~~ce  11po11 Hinr 
wc try to do I-Iis will., T h e  Cllurch mission:trics have nobly 
sustnincd all that thcse words suggcst, and in the prc-sent mis- 
sionaries, thc Rcvs. T. P. EIughcs ant1 Julies, the mission is 
most rcprcsentcd. T h e  mission-hanse contains a very 
valuable library, ir.hic11 owcs its clristc~lcc lo the libcrnlit~ of 
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Mr. Hughes, wlro startcd it with tlre procccds of n reward 
reccived fronl Govcrnn~ent for a n  nblc Paslrtoo work which Ilc 
edited, Although Dr. Carey's translation of the Bible in 

I 
Pushtoo 1 ~ 1 s  long been supcrscded, it shows tllc dccp iutcrest 
that gifted and Inrgc-hearted man lrnd in everything ~ ~ ~ h i c h  
nfkctcd thc sprcad of the Gospel in India. \\'bile residing at- 
Sorampore, and working laborionsly among nengalecs, 11c forrnd 
time to think o l  the Afghans, and to translate the Bible illto 
Push too. 

Pcrhawtr~; ~~~~~~~~r -i rlh, 1S7g,-l'lie General has granted mc 
permission to go to tlle front, and dircctcd me to the Quertcr- 
master-Cencr~l for inforrn~tion rcsltccting Lroops going up. I 
find that a dctaclrmclrt of the Fifty-first and Sevcnty.sccond 
are going in n day or two, so that I slrnll havc n good cscort 
all the way, the trnnsport ofliccr ~ s a s  someivhat puzzlcd in 
giving mc m y  oficinl designation, by which I was allowcd n 
certain rate of baggage ; at last it was dccidcd I should have 
tlie baggage nllo~r~ancc of n staff ofliccr, rvhicll ennblcd IIIC to 
indctrt for tlrree miiles to carry my belongings to Cabul. 

There is n great deal oTsickness in thcstntion ; ncarlyevery- 
one either is, or has been, dolvrl rvitl1 Ccvcr, Thc clrnp!nin told 
inc that lie had buried zoo during tlre ycnr. 'I'his hcavy mor- 
tajity Inay be accounted for by thc troops coming back fro111 the 

I 
front with cholera. 

finonr6rr I z//t.--Di~sy getting my kit together, which consists 
of a tent, n charpoy, n stool, and a small tenpoy, two saucepans 
and n tin bowl, a few stores, a stnall tin box of clothes, and 
bcdding. Not having succeeded in getting n horse, I shall llavc 
to walk, and hope 1 sl~all bc nblc to manage it, although a 
medical Mend has given a very decided opinion against t l~c  
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attempt, &Iy cotisoIalior~ is that 111c incri havc to do it, nlid I 
shatl bc ablc to ut~dcrstnnd tlicir dinicultics bcttcr i f  1 walk 
with thcm. 

11?utv//t(,2r I.!//,.--Dclaycd on account of tile dctacliment not 
stnrririg. I wcnt tlown to tlic camp, but cotrld not gct any cur 
tnin information, sn tletcrmiued to start for Jumrood to-nior- 
row, which is Saturday, wllcrc I can linlt t i l l  h*londny, wlicn thc 
dctachnlcnt rliay ovcrtnke mc. Aftcr visiting the nlcn in cnnlp, 
I went dowtr _to tlic trnrisl~ort ofliccr, ncnr thc fort, to got rny 
thrcc tntrlcs. In onc httcll of caniels I saw threc dead ; and of 
all the wretched, half-st:trveil looking crcntures, I rievcr sn\v 
anything like tlic cittncls, tiorscs, ponies, t~lulcs, donkcys, and 
brrllocks that \rrcrc cnmpcd together by h~rndrcrls. I was 
thnnkftil to find t l~nt 11ic tlircc wliicli lincl I,ceti told OR' to nic 
xpcrc riot the worst I saw, tllotlglr they were vcry wcnk and lcnn, 

il4wo/ibc-r 15//1.-'1'0 cnnblc tile to rniakc :in cnrly start, I was 
1113 bclbrc fivc, whcn i t  \~*ns pitch-dark, ancl had cvcrything rcady 
for landitig by tho time it \~lns light, in thc lzopc that ~ v c  should 
bc a good distance on the road to J~unrood bcfore tlie heat of 
tllc day. Unlartunatcly, all this early rising was of no nvnil; 
wc wcrc loading a ~ i d  unloading tllc \vrctcl~ed pollics till eight 
o'clock ; tllcsc unfortunate crcat~lrcs \rfcre so weak thnt tlicy 
icll do\sn wilh the u\'eiglit or R I O Q C ~  that any ordinary coolie 
~voolcl have carried oil his llcad. Aftcr unpacking my boxes 
nrld lcnvitig bchind lily stores, !looks, and cstra blnnkets, wc 
mnnngcd to mskc start for tlic Khybcr. 'l'hc knock-kneed 
ponies waddled along rather tlinn 1vn1kc.d. I dragged tlie 
lcndi~ng pony, my bearer took the sccond, and tlte 111311 in charge 
took tlic third, and n quccr lot wc looker1 clrasging tliesc 
mi:icrnblc crcnttrres nlorlg tlic road in  a n~ost dolef~~l conclition. 
Thcrc was no help for it, as tlicy would not 111ovc \\~itliout being 
dragged along. At Inst I got relicvcd of tny \rcnry task by pro- 
mising an Afghan :L rupee lo lend my brute to Jiunirood. 'l'he 
road to this fort is csceeclingly drcary-no trccs, no villages, 



all(i 110 c~iltivation bcyontl 13ritisl1 territory. Nothing but 
stones atla the skeletoil boncri of camels and br~llocks right and 
left ol tllc road, the first signs of the brcnk-down, or (fend ~cltrtii- 

th,) of tlle gig:rntic 'Transport IJepsrtnlcrlt. 'I'hc Jumrood Fort 
is bllilt of nrutl, wit11 a 1:rrge courtyard used by thc Conrmis- 
sariat Dcpnrtmcnt for stores, and is girrisoncd by n h.l:tdras 
regimcnt 

'I'lm Colnnlissnrint scrgcant in  clmrge was OIIC of our old 
mcmbcrs, :~trd soon put me in tkr, way of making out indents 
[or nry rr~tions ;~nd rny t m ~ ~ s p o r t  cattle, hty rations werc as 
follows : Brcnd, I.\- Ib. ; ruest, IJ-  Ib. ; potntocs, r Ib. ; ricc, 
4 OZ, ; salt, ij oz. ; tea, .:. ox. ; sugar, 3 ox. ; firewood, 3 lh. 
I was in liopcs of spending a quiet Sunclny at thc fort, nncl leC~ 
l'cshnwur to-clay Tor tire purpose; but ~ ~ l ~ f o r t a n a k l y  two very 
bad cases of cholcrn I m k c  nut, and tlre men go into cnml> 
to-nlorrow morning, atld tllc mcdicni oniccr thitlks I I~nd bellcr 
Icnvc. A strotla escort starts in thc ~norning for Ali klusjid, 
ant1 I havc arrrtrrgcd to go wit11 it, rather than wait for the 
clct;~cluncnt from l'esl~nwr. 

A7vi:<.ntk~ r6//1.-'I'l1crc was n tlrentlful noise all night- 
carllcls constnlltly grorvling, drivers cursing, dogs bnrl<ing, and 
policcmeu howling, ru~d the scutry now and tlicn chnllcngitlg, 
' \VIio gats ~ I I C C C  ?' 1 \\lokc rntllcr too cnrly, h i t  hcrrring so 
rnllcll noisc, ~nncle srrre the convoy w . 1 ~  about lo start. I-laving 
liglltcd n mntcll, I laoketl a t  11ly ~ ~ a t c h ,  and fnncicd i t  lratl 
stopl>cd, nnct wns going to light m y  spiril-lamp to make a cup 
of I,eibigJs bccf-te:t, wlrcn the fort-gong stnlck two, wllicll con- 
viraccd mc that ~ u y  wntch was going rightly enough, nlld t i ~ n t  it 
was my sleepy hcad whiclr was wrong. \\'e turned out nt five, 
and had cvery thing rcndy by lralf-past sis for loading. 11ftcr 
yesterday's esl)erieuce, I cl~arlgcd my transport ponies for 
bullocks, and got on a good clsitl bctter. Afier n lorlg del;ty ofan 
hour and n lr:tlf, a very smart litilc Goorkha scrgcant camc up 
and said, 'Guard ready, s:rllib.' 'l'hc guard, consisted of cigllt 



f i l ~  stalwart Sikhs, with tllc smart little Goorkln scrgcnnt in 
charge. I n~nrched at thc l~cnd of r~iy escort armed with a good 
oak walking-stick. 

Thc road was tlirotlgl~ a country ol stones-nothing but 
stoncs ; no trecs of ally description, no grass, no cnttle, no 
villages, nothing but b:trren ruggedness. A strong ~ ~ i n c l  swecps 
over thc ground for n b o ~ ~ t  two ntilcs belorc eritcring the pass. 
121: the c~rtrnnce of tllc Kllybcr thc road winds along the  hcd of 
n river, and tllc celcbrntcd hli Xiusjid Fort con be seen from the 
rising ground. Aftcr winding along thu drystony bed of tlic river 
for some distance, the road : ~ S C ~ I I ~ ; S  the hill on the left of the 
pass, and riscs until a low rangc ool llills has h e n  crossed, and 
thcn dcsccnds into n wild gorge, \r.iicrc a ~fiotlntain s h a m  
rnslics down over its rocky bed : a fc\v trecs and s0111c grecn 
grass make n bright oasis in a tlcsert of stones, rocks, and 
Ijorrcn hills. Tlresc wilt1 nroirntnin-rxngcs llavc given the world 
a race of the wildcst-looking creatures ; snvagc in couiltcnance 
wild in appenrmlcc, dirty and filthy in dress : the Afrcdce Rfghau 
is thc typc of a lawless robbcr. 'rhc rocks are bored on all 
sides wit11 caves, in which thesc ruffinns are in the habit of wait- 
ing for l~nrn~lcss and ~ ~ n l > ~ o t c c ~ e d  trclvellcrs, who are sure to losc 
both thcir lives and tllcir goods as soon as they enter the Pass. 
On m y  v.ny u p  rllc hill-road I mct n detaclrmerlt of the T\vclitli 
Rcgimcnt, and had the plcns~ire of slraking hnnds with some of 
otlr abstai~lcrs lvllo had re~naitled fiiitlifill tl~rottgh the campaign. 
Evcn tlrc non-abstainers ncknowledgcd that they could march 
better on tea than rum. I then nskcd tl~ctn wl~erc they were 
going, and they answcrcrl, with nsmile, 1-Iotne I' At the sound 
or that word, my l~cfirt felt too full to let me speak, and as I 
rvnlkecl on, 1 thouglrt of loved ones who would bc quietly 
attencling divinc scrvicc ns I marcllcd through the wild Pass 
this Sabbath morning. At ~ \ l i  X,Iusjid I found the Second 
N. I, vcry busy gctting rcacly to start. Thc com~i~anding officm 
very kindly invitcd me to thcir mess, so that I was well 



cnrcd for. It was in~posaihle to have a scrvicc in thc midst 
of thc b~~st lc  and cotlf~isiotl insepar:iblc from breaking up 
ca~np ,  so spcnt thc time in reading Dr. C. J. Vnngl~nn1sscrn~ons 
on ' Lcssons of LiTc and Godliness,' which 1 c~rjoycd cucccdingly. 

The lcvcl ground on whiclr tlre mml) is pitchcd is co~nplctely 
surroutrdcrt ~ v i t l r  hills. Ali AIusjid looks down apon it, and 
the hill-tops nrc crowncd witlr sniall forts, '"cry like tile oltl 
round A.Iartcllo lo \~~ers  i n  England. Thc whole plncc is com- 
11inndcd on a l l  sidcs, and would Ire nbgolr~tely imprgnnblc if 
llclrl by our troops; new barrack buildit~gs Iravc been crccted 
at tlic old fort, which has completely cliatrged its original 
nppearnncc. 

At  sunset i t  was very grand to listcn to thc bt~glcs, ns thc 
~ o u n d  cchoed nnd re-cchocd among tlrc mountains, and thcn 
far away a hint answer seemcd to comc as from anothcr cam[, 
d o w ~ l  the Pac.;. ?'his regiment has suflcrcd tcrribly from sick- 
ncss, it Itns lost n l~undrcd men by dentli, ant1 has a hos~sl,ital 
roll of jutr. /r/oz~lrcd sirk, cllicfly frorn fcilcr : thc 'Thirty-ninth 
N. I. sufftr~ld xs mr~ch, wllcn cnmpcd Itcrc. Thc Sccontl and 
'l'hirtp-ninth W .  I. Kegimcnts will iiavc very sad rccollcctions of 
Ali htiisjid. 

A'oz/c.mhG-r 17th.-Up at  fivc, and got my spiril-lnmp at work, 
making all csccllcnt cup of bccf-tea before starting. Striking 
the  tent and packing thc bnggngc took sour~c timc, and the11 thc 
shrill blast of thc bugles wcnt cclioing over llre mountnius, 
making thc vvild gorgc rcvcrbcmtc witll the soirnd. ?'hen 
commcnccd thu gcaeral bus~lc and noise connected with 
tnnrching. ICnock, knock, knocking nll ovcr thc c:tnlp ; tllc 
pegs wcrc soon drawn, arrd tlic wlrite canvas tents struck by 
tllc word of command. 'I'lre ordcr was giveu, and at oncc lllc 
rows of tents wcrc do~vn, so tbat by limc i t  was light, not n 
tent was starrtiing; then cane tllc busy task of loading the 
camels, and  hat bctwecn tllc growling of thcsz creatures and 
the loud threats of the mmet-drivers, it is impossible to inlaginc 



tlrr din of confusion \\*l~icll lastccl t i l l  thc cnmcls wcrc Inndcil. 
Every ITI:LII I I R ~  to look nflcr Inis o~\~tr i~lt~rcsfs, n~rd X paill sotnl: 
nttcrilion to ~liinc, hilt found to my disgust tllnt my Iiullocks 
had gone back to Jurnrood ; so there I was, stranded, ivitllout 
nil). meilns of goirrg OH or gcttill:, back, Away 1 \\'cUllt to tilt 
tent of tlic Comnlissarint scrgeallt and woke lii~n UP from a 
comfortnl~lc slccp ; aftcr a good dcnl of rubbing of his  cycs, 
and callilig for his bcnrcr, Ire gradunlly discovcrecl that it was 
no t  n rriglrtlnnrc o f  cnmels ;und billlacks waking him rip, b l ~ t  
s . ~ h i b  in rcal distress, who ncedcd cn~nels or bi~llocks to takc 
his bngg.igc on to tl1c nest canlp. 1-laving irnprcsscd upon him 
tllc necessity of doing sotrlcthing at once, ss thc cscort \!*as 
:tbout to start, hc gave the cllowdry * the ordcr to let me have 
three mnlcq \vlrich I prorniscd 10 r c t ~ ~ r n  as soon as I arrived at 
I,u~rdi I<otnl. 'l'her~ by 11sillg a rupee pcrst~atlcr, I pnt the 
chowdry to find tlrc ~ r ~ u l e s  in n very short spncc of tiar., and 
\\.as rendy to ~nnrcll :it Ilalf-past seven. 'l'lrc road \\'as Ily tllc 
side of  the Khyber river \vhicll runs  tlrroagl~ tlrc gorge. At tllc 
bi~sc of tlic bluff rock on wllich tlic b r t  is built, and close LO 
thc little Arusjid, i l l i  h.Lusji[l, from wlijch tile fort tnkcs its nanlc, 
it new road is being crlt, or nt1rc.r Blasicd, out of ttlc solid rock, 
vcry mi~ch Irighcr than tlic prcscnt one, \vlricln is liable to bc 
flooded in ~ h c  rains. About threc miles frolri lhc fort wc cnlnc 
\rpon nn eslensivc valley, in \~~lriclr thcre wcrs some deserted 
villngcs; cach village lind tlle appearance of a nrrrct fort, with 
o ~ i c  or tn70 towcrs, and somcti~ncs a to\$-cr was built n l  each 
corner of tlrc villagc. 'I'he first sigrl of anytliing likc civiliznlion 
was a flock of goills driven by arr 1\fgtinn bay ovcr fields that 
sccn~ed Lo providc nothiugbut stones tor pasturage. 7'hc dead 
m ~ d  rolten carcascs of donkcys, l)onies, bullocks and camels 
llradc the nrnrclr lliost oknsivc  and loxthsourc; I scernctl to be 
inhaling typlroirl cvery step of ~ h c  may, I\ dying can~el is n 
most ~ ~ a l l ~ c t i c  sight ; thc poor beast dies in hnr~icss, carryillg his 

* Clmwdry, a r~n i ivc  inslicclar. 
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load to dcalh, and wllcn hc call bmr t l~c burdcn no loagcr, sits 
down with his legsunder hirn, and dics. At tla oll~cr cnd of the 
vallcy Ll111di Kotal canip mnle ill sight ; first tllc li'icld Hospital, 
1hc11 thc Dcrrgnl Cavalry Ilatl tllcir c?inppitched about two miles 
lrom tllc flag-staff, at tllc Gcncml's tent ; tllcri folloaed different 
native regirncnts, a rcgulnr bxmr, and on rising ground tllc 
European regiment, the artillcry and  lie l~cndq~~nrtcrs of the 
brigade, 1 wcnt to thc Qaarter-mastcr-Gcncral's tcnt and got 
pcrmissiorr to pitch my tcnt on thc 11snal cnn~ping-ground lor 
convoys, ctc., quitc n rnilc from his tcnt, wllicll I lound rather 
n liard march, nftcr a weary and dusly joumcy. T h c  ground 
was closc 10 t l ~ c  Commissariat stores, so I wcnt in  to order my 
rations, and was grcntly nslonislrcd and plcnserl to find Mr. 
Rukcr in cllargc or tbc godolvn." As so011 ns hc satv mc, he 
hirly jumped anrl sho~~ted,  'Bless mc I who \vould cvcr have 
thongi~t of seeing you at Luadi Kotal?' Ilc at once took mc 
into his tcnt, a ~ t d  asked mc to rcmain thcrc as long as I was in 
camp, r\ftcr n tub-oh, wnwl't it n Iusurious trcat I water in 

i 
I 

tllis crimp is so scarce thxt a tin of walcr is more common for 
a bath than a tub. Evcry drop Rns to bc brought four miles h 1 
into cnmp, so that wnttr is morc prccio~~s than ruin at Lundi 1 

1 

Kotnl. After brcakfast I called on thc General and other 1 
oflicers, and got er~crytlring arrnrlgcd for a mecting in the lines I 

I 

ofthc 'L'wclCth Kcginrent. \Vc move on to-morro\~, and this time I 

the 'Transport DepnrtmcnL gavc me a ca~nel to carry tny I 

baggage. IVhat ncst ? First thrcc miserable ponies, lrardly I 

ablc to cnrry themsclvcs without ally biqgqc ; tllen bullocks, I 

wllich I considcrcd an irnprovcment upon tlic ponies, but 
drcadir~lly slow ; then calnc the lnr~lcs whiclr \vcrc best of all- 
rhcy wnlkcd along with n goodwill, wagging their long ears and 

I 
tails, as much as  lo say, ' ~ V C  would rather carry your baggagc 
than our licnvy commissariat loads; and now I all1 to Ilnve a 
cnrucl, which I 11ope will not drop dowrr on the road snd die. 



Having got permission from tlic commanding officer to use 
the tcnrs ~vhich lrnd been pitched for thc Roman Catholic 
padre's * scrviccs, providcd the padre Irad no objection, I called 
on the Roman Cntlrolic padre, atld was very kindly reccivcd ; 
hc at oncc grantcd mc ICRVL' to llold my ~liccting in his tents. 
TO use liis own words, hc said : 
' It is ncithcr cotlsecratcd nor dedicntcd.' 
' No, nciiher ; and,' I addcd, ' it's only :r tent.' 
' Yes, o~ily n tent ; and I think you may have it for thc mcct- 

ing-your mceting is for n good purpose.' 
I was much struck wit11 thcsi~nplicity ol this good man, who 

\\.as in very ltnd hcdtb, sun-cring rrotn tllc erfects of sunstroke. 
H e  travelled from Knndnliar Lo this placc last June, and whcn 
travelling in a dl~oolic in Scillde hc quitc cspcctcd to be dead 
before Ile rcncllcd Jacobabad. I-Ic said the heat in crossing Lhc 
sand was fcarful, but it had to bc dollc; it was work for thc 
Master, and he quietly said : ' I t  would not havc mattcred if I 
llad dicd, it was Cod's work, and that is wotth dying for.' 
This sllowed a spirit of perfect dcvotion to the service of God, 
willing to livc and ready to die. 

In thc cvcning we had our mccting i n  tllc tcnt, and had a 
large nltcndancc. 'l'hc Coloi~cl of the Twelfth Reginlenl very 
kindly prcsidcd, anrl prcscntcd tllc Afghan bars to tllc men who 
had rcmnined t i t  hi111 to thcir plcdges through thc campaign. 
Fur& lnc~nbcrs rcccircd this spccial Ilonour. I was very 
grcatly intcrcsted in going throagh the Colninissnrint gaclowns, 
which wcrc full of all kinds of storcs (or tllc use of the troops, 
including cvery dcscriptiorl of warm clolbing, prcservctl mcats 
and vcgctables, as well as pntcnt 11orsc-biscuits for thc cavalry. 

Afgl~an priso~lcrs arc constantly brought into camp, and tricd 
for robbing and mardcring our nntivc followers who stray Fro111 
tlre Iincs, A n  ollicer who is fnn~ilinr with ihesc tribcs is trying 
to raisc an irrcgalar regiment nlnong tl~cse Irrwlcss rufians, and 

Padre, pried. 



lrns succccdcd to sotnc cstclit it1 forl~iing them into an nrrncd 
policc, giving t h a n  chargc of thc road tlrroaglr lhc Khpber. 
01ic of the ~lntivc soldicrs of .ny cscort said tlrat thcy wcrc n 
rncc of snvagcs ' wlro ncithcr k~ictv C;uc[ nor ninn.' l'llis same 
llrn~l cor~ld not rcstrain tllc rctilark ns we wnlkcd through the 
\vilcl atid barren dcfilcs of tlic Ichyher : ' \Vlrnt is  thc use of 
taking suclr n col~ntry? tllcrc is nathing llur rocks nlrcl stones 
nntl savngcs.' Not at1 rmrcnsonnblo tcmnrk ~lpon thc Afg1r:i11 
qucsiion, w1ic11 thcrc is nothing but rocks and stoilcs and wild- 
looking Afghnns to be sccn. 

I hntl ;I very nicc nnd inlcrcsti~~& visit to flrr: Inrgc~Ficltl 
IIospital, and into caclr tcrlt ant1 spokc to the rncn nborrt 
tllc po\s8er of Christ to s:ivc tlrcln from sin. Many sat rip on 
tllcir cots ntld listened very nttcnti\,cly. Poor fcllows, it ~novcd 
I I I ~  grcntly to scc tl~cirgratitt~dc for my visit. At prcscnt there 
is ncitllcr Scriptt~rc-rcadcr nor chaplain* to visit thc sick and  
comfort thc dying. Jlaring thc last cninl)aign thcrc wns a vcry 
carncsl chnpl;iin in clrnrgu, tlrc Rcv. J. Spcns, \vho was obligcd 
10 tnkc sick-luvc 'I'o rlsc 11ic csprcssion of onc of tllc rncn, 
' I-lc sccoicd to k c  in tlic 110s[)ilnl.' 1\11 tlrrorlgli llic drc;tdf~ll 
visitn\ion of cholera hc was nlways nftcnding the mcn. It  is to 
be hopctl that a likc-raiurlcd ma11 w i l l  succccd hitn in the im- 
porlnnt rlutics of a clrnplain on active scrvice. Each brigadc 
rcqoircs an carncst clraplni~i, imcl an ;tctivc Scriptr~rc-rcadcr. 

I was rn~iclr intcrcstcd in a Con11uiss;rriat sergeant who signcd 
tho plcdgc, x most ncco~~~plis l~crl  /i,g/iist, 1invi11g passed in tllc 
Iiighcr standarcl csnminariotl, and wliat is most retilnrknblc, in 
Satiscrit ; lic cnir spcnk I'crsian and Pushtoo, and might, OIIC 

\voald tlriak, find n bcltcr spherc for his abilities than in 
saperintcnding tlic bnkitrg of brcad in the Commissnrint 
Ilcpartmcnt, for wliicll oilicc n knowlcdgc of Pcrsioil and 
Sa~lscrit is not nccessasy. 

Cllnplnins were sc111 np nfiur\mrcls 



1;320d/ D.4fiAF'r;f TO ]EL L A  LA BAD. 

FROM DAKK.i TO JCLL.\I,'\B.\l). 

DfikRs, N(WL'JJ~I~Y 19ljl, ~871).-Up at fivc, and nttemptcd t o  
lnakc n start with n cnlnel instead of mahs, and fo~lnd thc 

patient bcast of burden' cscccdingly it~$n/icrrt and obstinate. 
I-Ic objccted very strongly to carry any bnggngc, nnd had a 
favonritc trick of j~ln~ping 111) wit11 a fcarfr~l gro1~1 ns soon as  itle 
lncn bcgnn loading, nlrd thrcc tilllcs lle alccccdcd in throwing 
cvcrytlring off. Aftcr a grcnt dcal of troubtc and delay wc got 
stnrtcd, :rnd Irnd a long and tcdious mnrch d o s ~ l  to L~rncti- 
lil~ana, whcrc thc convoy is niiide 111) for Dnkka. 'I'llc 'rmns- 
sport scrgcnnt in charge was onc or our mcn, and had very 
thougl~tfully got nlc n comfort;xblc breakfast rcadp, which was 
quite uacxpcctcd and vcry ncccptnble. 'I'he tnble in Iris tctlt 
WRS a most ingenious contrivancc. It was sinrply thc \vhccl of 
a broken bullock-hackcry ; thc nsle \Pas made to do duty for a 
centre leg, and tlrc ~vhcci forn~cd an cscelIcnt round tablc, 
covered with whitc wns-doth, will1 a lnntcr~l on tllc t o p  Tile 
Inan who tliougIlt of this onmp-tnblc ougllt to have takca out a 
patent forn rcvolviug rorlnd bblc, a first-mtc contrivancc when 
servants nrenot so namcrous as in pcnccfui cnntorrnlents. 'rhc 
convoy co~lsistcd of camels, bullocks, malcs, donkcys, carts, and 

- a tnised tnultitude taking all kinds of storcs to thc frant. This  
part of tho Pass is ~ l lc  most dnngcraris betwccn Jirmrood and 
Jellalnbad; the hills are infcstcdwith a numbcr ollnwlcss robbers, 
who only livc on pl~inder. 'rhc ollicr day thc d l k  \vns frcd at, 
and convo)'s nrc constantly bcing robbcd. 'I'l~csc convoys 
straggle so fcarfillly, illat it would be qr~itc inlpossible for thc 
cscort to protcct them whcn two or thrce mile$ scparate the  
advnnce-guard fro111 the rear-guard. Before going into lhc tent 
for my breakfast, I took care to get nly canlcl well to t l ~ c  front 
of tllc convoy, close to thc advancc-guard ; and :iftcr breakfast 
I was vcry cexctl Lo find that tile wrctchcd camel-driver had 

2 
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Icfi tny servant in ctl~rgc of tllc camcl, while thc convoy 
mnrcllcd on, Icnving my unfortunetc bxggngc llcnrcr the rcar- 
guard than tllc adva~lce-gonrd, M y  scrvarit was looking very 
disconsolate ntld frightened, nnd ntsrly cricd whcn I told hi111 
thnt i t  \\*as a dnngcrous rand, and that Ire must keep up with 
thc escort. EIc thcn complnincd that hc wouldn't have conlc 
if hc hnd only known what t l~c  country was like, and thcn 
fairly blmkc dornl,. I thc11 rcrnindcd lliln that wc were undcr 
tlie protection of God, whcn on I-Iis service, as much ns when 
wc werc in Inclin. This sccmcd to cheer him, and he  kept 
prctty closc to tlic escort as wc wandcrcd through tllu wild Pass 
to Dnkka. This scrvnnt: was n native Christia~l,'ancl a more 
nttcntivc and f;qitllfi~l servant tlcver scrvcd mc. At Sherpore he  
wns most i~lvalunblc. 

During tlrc day we met s great many rcspcctable Afghans 
coming down from Cnbul to Pcsha\v~ir-wholo families; some 
of thc rvomcn \\*cru complctcly covcred with most peculinrly- 
cot~structcrI dresscs, so as to hidc tlic very shape of their bodies ; 
in fact, they lookcd like lnrgc pillow-cases or bnles of cotton 
riclirlg on pollics. IVc  also mct a Inrgc collvoy of sick and 
woundcd in dhoolics on tllcir way to Pcshnwur. As soon as wc 
got out of tlic nnrrorv Pnss the vnllcy of Dakka camc frill in 
vicw. About ;z 111ile froni tltc fort wc passcd a largc camp of 
Cabulccs, mcrchnnts from Cabtrl, tziking grapes, pomcgramtea, 
raisins and dricd fruits to India. Thc tents werc sitnply black 
blankcts resting npon sticks, and tlic boys and girls wcre n lot  
of rough young Afgllnns, wllo would bc just  as wild mlcl savage 
ns tlicir forefiitllcrs. I 'hc fort is n Inrgc sqlrnre building closc 
to the rivcr, \~Iricll separtltcs it from hie town of Lallpoorn. The 
fort was rrothing but a largc yard surrounded with high m u d  
walls. The inner yard llnd rows of rooms round the nvall, with 
a ividc vcr;ulda, which was cvidcntly tllc old bnrmcks of the 
Ameer. In tllc cctitrc of the yard is a building ~lscd by t l~c  
onicers of tlrc native rcgi~ncnt qunrtered here ns ti mess-house ; 
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and in a small garden enclosure thc ofliccrs pitch their tents. 
Tlrc gnrrisorl consists of a native rcgimellt and t\vo guns of x 
n~oantnin battery. I llnd a nlceting in onc of the rootns in the 
veranda wall and presented Ilombnrdicr Wells wi th  tllc hfglian 
Bar, rind also two signallers, onc belongitlg to the Fifty-first and 
thc other to thc Twelfth Rugi~ncnt. 

Uasnrolll, ~l~uz~ttt~lrzr rzf/r.-I felt tlrc cold more kccnly Inst 

1 night tl~atl I Ilnd ever done before. ;\Iy I'o~htrrtr" was a grcnt 
conlfort, nnd kept me warm nnrl snug during thc night. Jn  the 
morning 1 got away wit11 thc diik escort, which trnvcls much 
f:~stcr tllail tllc convoy. Hcr hInjestyls mails wcrc carricd on 
thrcc donkeys (it was the parcel diik) ; thc Icttcr djik is cnrricd 
by sowars. 'l'he guard mtlunged to put nn cstra load on one of 
the dorlkeys and reservc onc for tl~cinsclves, which they very 
politely oficred m e  beforc nlo~ulting the poor bcast. Each 
sepoy llncl n turn at  donkc).-riding ; X prefcrrcd nry own fcet 
As soon as wc got throug11 the Iilioard Khybcr Pass, nre came 
rlpon an cstensivc ~a l l c )~ .  It  was n great trcnt to see signs of 
civiliz;~tion in cultivated fictds, men busy ploughing, wo111en 
busy washing a t  the  river, or, more correctly spcrtking, beating 
thc clothes on  hnrd stones ; lrcrds of cattle nnrl flocks of sl~cep 
nnd goats wcrc grazing in the valley, in chnrgc of bright-cycd 
Afghan I>o]ls. The  villages, lrccs, liclds and cattle, and 
villagers b ~ ~ s y  at  their work, forlncd n pleasing contrast to tllc 
rough rocks in thc wild I'nss \\-c had just passcd through. 

\VIlcn the signaller in tlie fort a t  Dnkkn told me thnt hc 
received signals fro111 Pisgnh, I liltlc thought that tllcre wns 
sucll n litcrnl rcl~ctition of Pisgcth i n  Afghnl.ristnn, overlooking 

I the well-wntcred plains of Dakka, wit11 the tvild nntl rocky 
passes bchind, corresponding to tllc barren wildcrlicss of Sinai, 
just as tllc L r ~ ~ l d i  river rc~llinded one of tire Jordan with the 
fruitfill plain of nnkka By its side. Is it only a strange coinci- 
dcnce that tllc land sllonlrl hnvc tllc names of various places of 
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I'nlcstinc, that the pcople slrould hale Jewish nnlncs nntl rc- 
marknl~lc Jcwish ftxtures ; or are they, as somc imagirre, some 
of the lost tribes of tlic liorlse of Ismcl ? 

Ilnsaw\~l is thc ncxt canlp (or n111d fort) ; it is in n witlc plain 
of stones, witli a lriglr mo~lntnin-rangc, covercd with snow, not 
vcry Llr ilistnnt. 'I'lic plain is s~rrroundcd with hills, thc .grand 
S t~ l td  Knh, n~ilh its snow-cnppcd pcnks, towering far nbovc tlicill 
all. Thc a m p  consists of a rcgimcnt of I$cngat Cavalry, 
two sqa;tdrons or tlic Cnrabincers, two grins of C 3, Royal 
Art illcry, and two compnnics of thc 'I'\\.eIfth Regiment. neforc 
tlic mcctit~g I went roentl t l~c  hos1,itnl tents, and thor~glrt sake 
of tlie mcn lookccl \)cry I~ad.  Poor fc.llows-lhcy werc glad to  
ljc visited. Our ntccting was ltelci in n tcnt kindly lcnt for tlie 
]>iirpose; tltc lncn got pieces of timber, and laid thc~ri across for 
seats, anrI dl~ring my lectarc crowdetl round, both insitlc and 
outside. A t  tlie close, several nicn s i ~ n e d  thc plcdgc. Ncnrly 
cvcry night the camp is fired into, and tlic daly is vcry licavy. 
\Ve were vcry iort~~natc in having no shots fircd into camp 
the night we were there. 

~1Tur~c.nrQt.r. 2 rst, flfrt.i4rrb.-This morning the convoy started 
very latc; it was nearly eight o'clock before wc mndc a 
move I got tired of waiting, and went on wit11 a party 01 
signallers who liad to 60 cvery day to a hill nborit t \ ~ o  nliles 
from camp to signal. \\'hen wc reached the signal-station the 
convoy was n long behind ; so I ventured on alone, armcd 
with my walkingsrick, until I cnlne to tkc I~nlf-\vay lialtitrg- 
place, where thc escort was waiting to relieve the J3asawul 
escort. The segcailt in cl~nrge of the cscort said that tlre road 
was perfcctly snfc, so I ventured on, to Bnrikab, without wait- 
ing for the convoy. X found it very heavy anlking, as the road 
was nothing but a track across a sandy plain. On my way I 
pnsscd sevcrd deserted villages, and then came lo n lnrgc one 
wlicre thc peoplc wcrc blrsily engaged in peacefully looking 
nftcr their fields and cnltlc, wornen werc beating the clothes 



niost vigorously by the villagc strcnm, end for tlic first tinlc 
1: saw a lot of children pIaying n roagll 2nd boisterous gnllIc. 
'I'lic gamc seenlcd to be in keeping with Afglrnn instillcts, One 
big rough-looking lad was in the ccntrc of a ring, on all fours, 
sl~rroundcd by n n~lrnbcr of equally rough boys who \t9erc sliout- 
ing, iuld bawling, and beating thc unfortunate fello~v iin tlie 
centrc milli tlieir puggrccs ; whcnever the centrc boy got a 
crack froni n paggree' lie gave himself n sliarp twist, and tricd 
to knock down wit11 liis leg tlie boy wlio had struck him. 
'I'hcse Afghan boys play at beating each othcr when Inds, and 
slrooting one atlothcr wlien men. Tllcy are also fond of stick- 
irlg a big knifc into a heap of mud, which drills thcm in tIlc 
~reaclicrous custom of stabbing their neighbours wlrcn they 
ate old cl~ough to fight for their tribe. 

Tlic fort at this camp is very small, and thc camp only con- 
sists of two squadrons of 13engal Cavalry. I was g!ad to find 
two excullc~lt officcrs who knew mc. Major C--, command- 
ing die camp, and Captain -- of tlie Bengal Cavalry. Thcy 
received nie vcry kindly in their mcss-tent. The tnblc wvas a 
solid squnrc of mud, raised about two feet from thc ground, 
whicli nnswercd very wcll ; only t!lere was no place for our 
legs under the tablc : but rcmenlber a nlud table is bctter d ~ a n  
no table at all. M y  tent is con~fortably pitched close to the 
high wall of tllc fort, so there is no danger of my bcirig fired 
into to-tight. One night therc was a great dcal of cxcitcrncnt in 
camp, as guns were heard in thc direction of sonie Iargc vil- 
lages bctween this and Basawul, \r.hicll made them think tlicre 
was a sharp engagement going on. The Major turned out his 
men, and away thcy went in the direction of thc firing ; and after 
being out for sonie hours, Uley got sufficiently tlcor to find out 
tlrat it i n s  nothing but a marriage festival-ollc of tlie Khans 
llad been having a great display of fireworks, which consisted 
in keeping up what sounded like thc boonling of guns and 
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rattle of mnskctry. 'I'hcy Iinve a palticrllnr kind of firework 
which csplodcs, nlnking a noisc csactly likc n gun ; ;rncl tlren Iris 
mcn fired their old muskels, so that in thc darkness of the nigllt 
it mnrrisgc festival niiglrt cnsily be mistakeo for an cngngemcnt. 

J!l,r?crbn//, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c I N ~ ~ I ~  zz?id.-I sti~rlcd this nlornirrg ill vcry 
much bcttcr s:ylc than I had cIonc on nuy fornrer occnsion, 
instcad of tri~nipitig out on Foot, Captain - vory kinclly Icnt 
Inc Iiis horse to ride to tlic halting-pl:rce, \\lhcre we sl~ould mect 
thc cscort irorn Je1lalnl)ad. As I rode  long thc plnin \sill1 
fotrr swcll sowars behind lnc, tire cnunel-drivcrs who \\.ere 
coming fro111 Cnbr~l took s o ~ u c  tror~blc to gct ~hcir  caniels out 
o l  tllc wily, nntl n~adc  n proCosnd salnani as i rode past, ;in 
lio~roi~r which was trever cotlfcrrcd on nic wl~en I \rVcnt tramp- 
ing alo~lg on foot. TIre road was rough and barren, and (or a 
long way i t  wcnt \!+inding ovcr some low hilla, wllicll uscd to 
bc notorious for their robbers' cnvcs. On tlic otllcr side of 
thcse hills 1t.c cntnc tipon the halting-place Ali Llugham, \rhcrc 
an escort of ~ h c  Fifty-first took charge of tlre 13anghy drik, and 
nwny we marcl)ccl over thc sa~ldy plain of Je1lnlab;ld. As we 
got near to the ca~iip we could see tlrc trees along the river- 
side, wl~ich llnd a very I~omc-look atroi~t them, just tinged with 
yellow-like siitutlm leaves. The gardct~s round tlrc city con- 
tain n great lnnny line mulbcrry trces. I-Icre wc have a large 
camp undcr the coinrnn~ld of Urigndicr-Cenernl rlrbr~thnot, 
1i.h. A very fine nlud fort has bccn built for the Corn- 
missnrint stores, nnd the camp covers a Inrgc extent of ground, 
and consists of n battery of Artillcry, thc Carabineers, the Fifty- 
first Rcgirncnt and n nnrivc regirncnt, and the hIndras Sappers 
and hIiners. l'hcre is also a large field-hospital, u~itler tlrc 
charge of Si~rgeotl-Major Tippctts. Colo~lcl C. 13;1ll-tlclon 
rcceivcd 111c vcry heartily, and gavc mc a placc in his lincs 
during Iny stq l .  In  tlle afternoon I gave an addrcss nt the 
canteen tent, another in the n)t@trir)rr~ tent, and also visited 
thc field-llospital. ' 





fi/Inlnblrt/, A'z,zar.l,rkr z~~~ 187g.-St111dny morning on nctivc 
scrvicc is too okcn n clay of bustle and hard work; cvcrytl~ing 
nlrlst bend 10 thc dcmands oC war. This Sabbath mornitlg, 
ho\~cver, tllu cn~lip was as call11 and 1)rncerirl as an English 
villnge at hon~c. 'T'hc b;~nd pInycd 'chnrcli,' as thc men wcrc 
mustoring ; irnitati~~g boll-ringing, and o n e  coi~ld almost fancy 
thc villngc bells ~ s c r c  penling out the wcll-rcmcmbercd chimes 
calling thc pcople to thc snrrctunry of Cod. Thcrc wns no 
cl~nplain in camp, so Uoloncl Dnll-Acton asked mc t o  con- 
duct t l ~ c  pamrlc service, which I vcry wiiliugly did, reading 
praycrs nnd giving a short address. l\vlrcn I wnlkcd d0n.n to 
the psradc-gromld mill1 tlic Coloncl, the mcn wcrc bcing 
ii~spectcd, nftcr which they formccl up, ant1 thc scrvice began. 
Bly address was tnken fronr the niiracle of Christ fccdi~ig the 
five tlloltsand ; n ~ l d  on the snridy plain of Jellnlnbad, wit11 its 
many sand-hills, and bnrrcn moontnirr-ranges, wc werc vividly 
reminded of ~ l l e  drscrt placc t~llcre thc n~irnclc was ~ { ~ o u g b t .  
JYlrilc I was preaching, mc11 who wcrc not on parndc came out 
of tiicir tcnts and listcncd. I n  tlic afternoon I went to  the 
ficld-hospital, which is n co~nfortable nrrld building in O I I ~  of 
the bes t io~~s  of the fort, and gave an nddrcss to tlic sick and 
woundccl, from that beauliflrl parable-thc 'l'ruc Vine. 'l'hcn 
at four o'clock 1 rend evening praycrs in otic of thc fort bastions, 
sfter which 1 wcnt into canrp and had an  opcn-air meeting on 
the paratlc-ground, mliich attracted n grent crowd of mcn. 
The men canlc in undrcss, anyhow, solnc wid1 pipes in their 
mouths, and othcrs with tin pots in tl~cir Irands on the way to 
the cnntcen tent for tllcir evcni~rg nllowance of nun ; and a 
more ordcrly or attentive congregation nevcr asse~nbled in 
church on Sabbath evctiitlg tlrnn tllis soldier congrcgntion o i  



thc Fifty-first, who stood o n  thc snntly plain of Jcllnlnhad 
lislcning to tlic C;ospcl tnessngc, Altcr sunsct wc hnd asplcndicl 
moon, so that wc prolonged our  mceting lot~gcr tlinlr wc other- 
wise could havc donc. 'This n100111iglit niccting was tlic bcrt 
n ~ i d  linppicst o r  tlrc day. 'l'lic nrcn canlc volu~rtnrily, and 
llcvcr scetncd \r,cnry, but t l ran l i l~ l  to havc tlic opl)ortullity of 
attencling an cstra service. On tlrc way back to my tcnt I 
closed a pleasant day's work by looking in  at tlic Tcnrpcrn~lcc 
men in thcir tent, nlrere we concluded our Snbbntli servicc5 it1 
n few words of pmycr. 

\\'licn I got to my tent I fo1111d Scrgcn~rt Fislicr of ~ h c  
Scvelrty-second Iiighln~rdcrs waiting to scc nie. He lind just 
come down from Cnbul with a convoy of sick ailti wounded, 
ntld was on his way homc t o  t l ~ c  depGt. I4c was sccrctnry to 
our society, and h:~d lirost faitirlt~lly kcpr his plcdgc through 
tlic campaign; he gnvc 11112 n vcry good account of our incu in 
tlie rcgimcnt, who arc vcr)rnnxious to rcccivc tlrcir Afghan bars. 
He is an cnthusinstic ad~il i rcr  of Gcllcrnl liobcrts, and said 
that t h e  incn would follo\r him nnyehcrc. IYheo o t ~ c c  n 

gcncrnl can  inspirc the nlcn wit11 this c~rttitrsiastic coirhdcnce, 
he can d o  nnything with thciir, nlid thcy will do anything lor 
llim. 

Just ns wc wcrc gctting rcacly lor dinncr, a fcarful snndstorln 
cnnle o n  ; tllc~t~incl was blowing hard, ant1 clouds olsand stvcpt 
ovcr t h e  cnmp. In the mcss-tent it was so dark that. tvc conld 
hardly see across it, and at dinncr tile soup w'ns nlorc likc 
i i~uddy wntcr, thc nntivc servants had dlangcd tl~eir black.  
skins t o  sandy brown. Evetyonc lookcd as tiionglr a bag of 
sand had becn emptied over him, giving us all vcry sandy cotu- 
plexions. I-lour artcr lrour tlie storm ragcd furiously tsitl~orit 
thc least ccsjntion. Thc m e n  in cnnjp werc awnkc all nigllt 
sccuring thcir tents from bcing blow~i down, I wns up and 
do~vn all tI)rougll the night lookil~g after my tcnt-pegs and 
fastetling-ropcs; at tililts tlre tcnt  was so fullof sand that I tiud 



a silk I~nr~clkerchief avcr nry mouth so ss to brcatllc tllorc freely. 
Sleep was quitc out of thc question in si~ch a storm. 

JlIn/n6nri, A~'nvc/~~h,lirc?r n4/h.-'l'hc storm is still blowing in all 
its fury ; i t  was quilc rlsclcss L O  ntlclnpt to wrnsh, tunlcsa b ~ :  
wnntcd to bc cakcd ovcr with mud, which \\'auld bc a [rifle 
worse tl~aii dry sa~ld,  and that is bad cl~ough. hly tcnt-xopcs 
11carly gnvc way, so I. got the long rope I r ~ s ~ d  for my bngegc 
tied round tlrc fcnt to prcvcrlt it being blown down. Eating is 
n rllost nnplunsant l~roccss under s u d  circurnstanc~.s ; cvcry 
moutllful is covcrctl w i h  snnd, and srllnll sand-hcaps in  me's 
motitll arc most iiilplcasnnt moiithfl~ls. l'owards cvcnirg thc 
wintl began 10 subsidc, and by sunsct the stornl 11:ld 11oit*11 
itself out, to lhc grcnt rclicf of cveryo~~c in camp. 7'hcn hcgnn 
tllc gc~lcrnl brushi~lg nnd washing : heaps of snnd had becn 
blown rou~~r l  tllc tents, and in thc Lcuts ; irr f : ~ t  tllere wno wnd 
cvcry~~~l~crc, in your clotl~cs, in your hair, in yonr cars, in your 
cycs, in ~ O I I P  11101lth, anil everything yoir ~r icd  to cat, and 
cvcrytlling you had to drink-nothing without snncl. 

Thc dctnch~ncnts nf thc Fifty-first sild Seventy-sccond came 
inlo camp to-i!ny rronl I'cslrawor, and I hol~c  to have the . 
Seventy-scconcl for an escort on to Cabul. Just about sunset 
I went down to thc cantecn tcnt wllcrc the rncn were getting 
tlrcir rum, and hnd a cnpiinl mccting; tlrcy wcrc attentive 
nncl sccmccl to crrjoy it. Two nrcn sigticd the plcdge, and I 
presented two of thc Sevcnty-second, who \vcrc going hornc, 
\\it11 Afghan bars. 

fiIf(~/ctbad, h'orw~~fio- 2 jilt.--1-Iad n vcry good night-all the 
more crljoyi~blc ns illere was no danger of being smothcrcd by 
my tcnt falling, or by tlic sulfocating sand. Tllc calm morning 
was vcry dclighth~l ; and the xncn wcru very busy carrying away 
thc Ilcnps of snnd that surrounded their tents. Now that 
was some prospcct of m y  geltiag on wit11 thc Scvcnty-sc 
I made inquiries about n pony, which thc Coloncl sait 
absolr~tcly nccessaty. bIy first attempt at a bargain-wit11 an 



Afghnn contractor wx! vcry unsnlisf:~ctory; 11c 1)rought mc a 
strong pony, for \vhich hc wantccl thrcc Iituldrccl nr~~ocs ,  and 
rlrost indignantly rcirlsucl m ) r  over of n hundrcd, lmt tiltil~~atcly 
took a hotidrcd nad tbventy. 'rl~is contractor, Mr. 11boo IChan, 
is making n large fortune out of tllc unbclicvcrs now in 
AfgIrnnistnn ; and I: espcct that :is soorr as l i t  1x1s sccurcd thc 
last rupcc, hc will be rcady to cut o t a  tlrronts. ilfgllnn knives 
gcncmlly follow Indian rupees. 

A-I/~~lr?hrd, IITL~Z~L'NI~CY 26th.-tin l l n fo r f~~~~nt  c t clegram lles 
just calm in, ordering tllc dclncl~lnerlt of lhe Scvcniy-second 
to llnlt ul~til furlhcr ordors, J now bcg:un to givc up ill1 hol~cs 
of going Cnrthcr, but tlw Colonel is  \.cry iunsions I sllould wait 
for n c o ~ ~ \ ~ o y  going 011, :is he considc1.s i t  vcry ilnllor~atlt tlint 1 
sl~oti ld visit nH our societies u p  to Cnbul ; tlicrc is p l u ~ ~ t y  of 
work in this camp, alld 11e tllinks that m y  liunc it1 w:riting 
for x co~ivoy will Ilc w e l l  cnlploycd. l;ortui~ntelg for mc, a 
convoy is to start to-morrow tnoruirlg for Ganddtnuck-;i convoy 
of rum, so t11c poison and tlrc antitlokc will trnvcl side by side. 

A n  oficcr on his way i rou~ Cab~rl is lying very ill in his lenl, 
too bad to go down with the convoy. 1 was vcry nnsioi~s to 
visit hill), but mcdical men, t~nfortiinatuly regard visiti~ig ~ I I C  
sick ns x kind of Jcnlh-~vnrrant. I feel w r y  uncnsy that 1 hnvc 
]lot sccrl him, but a~,?l,not go ~rith011t the nlcdicnl officer's 
sanction. \Yhat n frightfill mist;tkc i t  is  for lncn to look I I ~ O I I  

religion as n terrible tlriag, only to be mctr~ioncd when therc 
is no hope of life. 011 ~ t ~ t  Illen would lcnrn to utldcrstnrld 
tl>c gmndcur o i  the mcrcd tr~~th-to /iru is Ch~isl, and 10 ~lic 
gnijr. In thc aftcr~~oon t i ~ c  Colonel took rue to the city, whcn 
I made tny first nttcinpt LO ridc my Afglrnn pony ; he cnrricd 
me very wcll, and will no doubt d o  tile rough \rlork that is 
beforc llitn. 'I'hc Colonel took his rcvolver, as i t  is not safe lo 
go into thc city without arms. I took my wcnpon of dcfcnce, 
an oak \~nlki~lg-slick, and all1 glad ihat ncili~er tlre rcvolvcr nor 
stick were rcqnircd for any purpose. 



Tlic r o d  was lined witlr mulberry trces, ntid rrunlbcrlcss 
water-courses irrigated thc fields. 'I'hc city is surronrrded witll 
n high lnild wall, \r,ith bastions for dcfcnce, and in many parts 
is in a vcry dilapidatctl condition. 'I'he bazaars arc very 
narrow anti unspenknbly filtlly; tl~c shops are of ntl  cqunlly 
dirty nppeamnce, and tlic rncn wlro stlunt at tlrcin arc 110 

clcnner. It was impossiblc, howevcr, to pass tlirougli tllc city 
gateway witllout n crowd o i  liistoricnl nssocintiot~s maki~ig thc 
dirty city nnrl brokcn-down walls suggest thc sccncs of 1842, 
wlrcn Sale and E.Iavclock with the brnvc illen of thc l'hirtccr~tlt 
rnadc this Afghan city illuslriol~s in  tlic nnt~nls o l  brnvc dccds, 
~\.hicli l~nvc bccti recordcd on the pagcs of history, coiiccrning 
our llcroic nmiy. I n  riding t l~rougl~ tlie gntcway it was iin- 
possiblc to forget tlre brnvc rncn who innrchcd rlrrotlglr i t  ycars 
ago, and fought llkllbns Khan's army in thc phis where our 
catiq) i s  now pitcl~cd, completely dcsttoying his forcc ; and 
thar, R fciv months Inter, Pollock's avenging army mnrchecl 
through tllc gateway, \vliilc ttic band ol tllc Tl~irtecnth played 
' A y  but ~ C ' Y O  bcen inng a-coining;' nntl thcn the cro\vning 
rc~cmbrancc  was, thnt tbrougli this gateway tlic only stlrvivor 
of the Cabul army rode in, Dr. Dryden, wcll-nigh worn out 
with fatigue snd starvation, to tcll tllc sad, sad story of tlie 
massacre at thc Jugdt~lluk Pass, nnd tllc trcachrrous murdcrs 
at Pu ttccnbnd. 

Insidc the city we saw tlre plncc wherc Snlc had his quarters, 
and the spot whcrc thc unfortiil>ntc Rlphinstone is supposed to 
bc buried. 

IVc left tlic city on the river-sidc, ant1 rodc on to thc Arnccr's 
gardens. This is the royal rcsidcncc of thc Amccrs, who 
usually winter at  Jcllnlabad, and sn escapc the severe wenthcr 
of Cabul. There was nolhing I could buy in tllc bnztar as 
n rcnicn~brnncc of Jellalnbad. Only one long bnznnr runs 
right through thc city, wliicll is partly roofcd over, making 3 

kind of arcade. JVlicn Cerrernl Sir Sam I3rowuc marched his 



division tlrrorrgli'the city, tlie bazinr pcople sat at their shops 
hnd kept tllctin opcn, ready to'tridc with our soldicrs-tlicre 
w;4s no fear of looting. 'l'his was a great tribiitc of rcspcctf~il 
confidence in the JJritish soldier, wlio was h a t e d  morc likc a 
friend tllnri a foreisti foe. 

'l'he Anbccr's gardens werc wcll worth a visit : they contnitletl 
korne of the hnndsomcst cyprcss-trccs I'vc cvcr seen; tlrougln 
sombre, they lookcd vcry grand : the walks nrc bordered with 
wntcr-coarses, and orange-trees, ntid sweet limes. 'I'hc gardens 
nrc 1 ~ 1 1  watered by a slnnll cnlinl wliich runs throng11 thcm ; 
large [lower-beds cover the centre of tlre gardens, and arc well 
fillcd wilh bright-colonred stocks and wnllflowcrs, A fcw of 
thcsc swcct flowers will Corn1 tily kccpsnkc of Jcllnlnbnd : doublc 
rcmembrnnccrs-at Jcllnlnbatl o l  homc, nntl wlrrrt a t  lrorne of 
Jcllalabad. Closc to the river-side is a I;irgc kind of summer- 
I~ousc, which has a fine view of tlic river and tlre snow-covercd 
mounlnins beyond. As n ~nnttcr or course, Tolnlrly Atkins 
has left  his 111ark behind; tlrc tFiity-first'and n~ilnbcrlcss initials 
are cllt into evcry piece of wood . i n  tho building: doors, 
thresl~olds, window-frames, and woodcn pillars all testify most 
.~bunclantly to the rcmnrknblc atixicty of tllc Inen who have 
visited this city to Ieavc tllcir mnrk bcbilld for conling An~ccrs 
to see, when they cursc the British artuy in thcir winter-gardcns 
at Jcllalnbad. 

On our way back to camp \vc rock tlrrouglr thc old canton- 
tnenls outside tllc city. The Amccr's army, wc mnnot say 
canll~ed on the plain, bnt was biiricd in tlie l h i n  ; it looked 
like n gigantic rabbit-wnrrcn. Instead o f  Ruts bcing crected 
for the Inen to live in ,  Inrgc pits lrad been excavated in 
the ground communicating with passages from onc to the 
other, and roofed over on thc top. 111 thesc (lark liolcs 
the Afghan troops were quartered when the Ameer rc- 
sided at this city, 'I'herc would be this grilnt advnutage, that: 
during a sandstor~n there would be no danger of thc wind 



blowing down the tctils, nntl tllc snud ~rould swccp over tlic 
underground barrncks. \itllcn thc sand swccps across tllc 
plain like tllc siuioon of tllc desert, suffocating to dcath 
~tnlbrtunatc trnvcllers wl~o ~nny be caught in it, doubtless thc 
Afghan soldiers fclt gratcfi~l for the protection singularly pro- 
vidcd by this underground cr\ntontncnt. 

IVe pnsscd tllc littlc gmvcyartl \vhcrc scvcral oficcrs nlld 
nicn lic buricd, n~llo died nt thc post of duty. Onc long 
mound sl~oas wl~crc thc poor fellows of the l'cntli Hussars arc 
buried ; one Iong gmvc containing II~II(*/~'L.II badics. ?'hex! 
unfortunntc men wcrc drosvncd in crossing thc Cnbul river, 
at a lord not firr frotn the camp. 7'11c hones and nicn wcrc 
carricd do\vn tllc rivcr by a strong currcnt s\taceping them off 
their legs \!,it11 irresistiblc forcc. Thcy kad Been ordcred to 
cross 111c rivcr at night to swprisc tlic cncmy on the otllcr 
side, nnd had not lcft camp an hour wbcn thc horscs of tile 
dro~i*ned mctl camc galloping ridcrlcss into camp; tlic first I 

incssengcrs of tllc drendhll cntastropllc in which nirletcc~l lncn 
wcrc drowned out of fifty. 

In the cvening I went rorrrld tlie tents of tlic Carnbinccrs, and 
addressed thc n~cn in group5 whic11 galhercd logcther in dificrcnt 
pr ts  of thc can]\). One old soldicr, wllo 11nd been an abstainer 
some months, told IHC that Tor twenty ycnrs hc had not known 

I I 
what it was to bc sobcr for n wholc (lag, arld nwcr ~\~ctit to 
lrcd sobcr until hc signed tllc plcdgc, \v'nen he founct the 
grcnt diGretlcc bctwecn getting up wit11 a bad hcad nnd 
clear licnd, bet~vccn doing his duty grumblingly and willingly. 
Although 11c liad Lcen one of tllc heaviest clrinkers in 111c 
regiment, hc Ilnd rcccived tlie ' C o o d c ~ ~ ~ d ~ i l l t f  J(rdrf.' This 
mall rcprcseuts otic of thc tlrIforIrtttnttly 111cky drirlkcrs who 
call go to bcd drunk cvcry ,light nrrd trt.z~t~t.,yd cn1t6./rl. 

I 
X'asnb(/d, A'orrtr14cc.v ~7th.-Although I had succecdcd in par- 

i 
chasing n good strong pony, llicrc was sotl~c doubt about my 
bci~ig nblc to avail nlysclf of the scrviccs or tl~is shaggy crca- 



lure, ns I lrnd lrcither scldlc nor bridle nor sycc, nnrl tlicrc was 
no prospcct of my procuring any. Tlrc prospcct of riding 
~vith a blankct for a snddlc ntld a piccc of rope lor n brirllc 
was not pleasntrt ; at Inst all nnsicty was rcinovcd I~y~iiInjor 
Nugent tllost kiildly lending lrrc a snddlc, and 111e Colollcl 
lent me n bridle, so that I made a very good start for Gundn- 
muck. 'l'llcre was the usl~al delay it1 starling the convoy, so 

.that wc did not gct on Ihc mndy road till past elevcn. 'fllc 
nlarcl~ was cxcecdingly dreary a n d  wearisome-11othing but 
sand and stones, a sterile dcscrt, Ilcrc nrrd tllcre intcrscctcd 
with streams. By lhc tillre wc got to thc next camping- 
ground it was qrritc dark. Rosnbnd is simply a large fort, 
and must Iwvc bclo~~gcd to some sirdar, as tlic roolas i\nd 
courtyard inside werc in good rcpair, and lind the appearance 
of belonging to a wcalthy trnlive. 'I'hc courtyard was ssr- 
rorincled with sr~itrts of roornq in which wu made oursclvcs very 
com(ortnble for the night, and tvcse tlrus snvcd the Iroublc of 
pitching our tcnts. 

Bn//Jv, Nmc'~/tbtr ~S/h.--T;or the first li11lc on our liac 
of march solne villngcrs cniuc with foir*ls mid eggs for snlc, for 
which wc vcry willingly paid higl~ priccs ; anything woulcl bc n 
lusery nltcr the Commissariat ratiolis. I find our that this hrt  
oi~cc bclongcd to Llrc Amccr's \Vl~zcer;~- \vho must have Ilrid n 
romantic idea of a lodgc in a desert place, Just as wc wcrc 
starting) t l ~ c  camel-drivers wcre busy clcnring the road of dcnd 
camels, Foiir wretched-looking crcnturcs hat1 their strcl~gtli 
taxcd to tlrc rltitlost in dri~gging a n  unfortunate bcnat tllnt had 
carried its Iiist load nnrl droppcd tlown dcnd. NO oue will 
evcr know the correct llillnbcr of nliserablc cnnlcls that have 
died during tllc c~ml~aign.  It is supposer1 itrat 50,ooo perishcd 
in 1l1c first war, arid nliriost ns nrany llavc followcd in this 
expedition. 'I'lie road is dottetl \\#it\\ dcad calucls, and the 
dccnyed carcascs poison thc ;~tsnosplrerc (or miles. Thc road 

' \\'~r%rcr, n rninistcr. 



was just 3s drcarg as ycslcrday-notlring llut sand and stoncc, 
tvitl~ t t ~ c  cxcep t io~~  of thc villngc of F'utl-ccnhnd, where n fcw 
trccs and a running strcaln mnkc a bright spot in thc dreary 
dcsert. 'I'l~is villngc will nlways bc rerne~nl~cred for its ~rcachcry 
in 1842. It was llcrc tlrat thc thrcc officcrs who had escapcd 
the lnnssacrc nt Jugdullilk l~nltcd, and wcrc invited into tkc 
villngc by thc 11coplc to lakc soirlc Irrcad and 111iIk. 'rwo of 
01~111 vctl t~rcd,  bcirlg weary anti h~rngrp, and paid the penalty 
for trusting lying Afgllans. 1lrhen tiicy wcrc sitting ~lowtl, en. 
joyirlg tbc supposed liospitnlity of the villagers, t l ~ y  scre  
cruelly nlurdcrcd by thosc who had prctcnded to oR'er tllcrn 
assis~ancc. The th i rd  officer, Ilr. Dryden, rodc away on a 
miscrahle pony, 311d reacticd Jcllalnbnd snfcly, the solc survivor 
of t11c C;1Ln11 army. During tlle present war, Frrttccabnd will 
ljc rcmembcrcd as thc sccnc of a fierce cngngcuncnt, wherc 
Major \\'igram Bnltyc was killcd in lcnding the chnrge of thc 
Guides-an oiliccr of hcroic bravcry and r~ol)lc~less ofcharacter, 
rcspcctcd and bcloved by nil who 11nd tI,c gooct fortuuc of 
claiming his friendship. I-Iis o\vn Inen wcrc frantic wlicu they 
saw Irim fall, and gave no qnnrtcr to the cncmy ns they clr;trgcd 
them rjowti tlrc hill. Onc old nntivc oacc r  rushcd to ttle side 
of Major Battyc, nnd wns instantly killed. Iic was n man who 
illspired men, and drcw out l l~c i r  sympnthics nnd attracted 
their cstcem-rt lnnn born to lcad othcrs, as he (lid at that sad 
and fatal charge of thc Guides at Futtcrnbad. The fort nt this 
plncc is called after him, and appeared to me to bc nothing 
but a yard s ~ ~ r r o u ~ i d c d  by a wnll of loose stoncs about four feet 
higl~. \Vc foilnd n sick-convoy llalting on its way from Cabul, 
I went througll Lhc tcnts and spoke to t l ~ c  men, a t~d found solnc 
very low from tlic erects of fcvcr. Most of thctn Rad sol~lc 
memorials of Cnbill; brnss helmcis, \\lllich once graced tile 
licads of thc Amecr's bodyguard, sccmed to bc vcry plcntiful ; 
othcrs hnd goldf nches in cages, wilicll had been purchnscd in 
the bazaar at Cabul, All of tlrcm wcrc very thankful to bc on 



thcir ivay to India;  cvcryone scelns to hatc tlrc country just ns 
~llucll as  tlic Afgli;uns Ilatc us. 'I'hc hatred is vcry mutual. I 
found orre of our ~ncmbers trpc and lognl to Iris plcdgc, and hnd 
great plcnsurc in giving: him tllc iifglinn Bar for fidclity 111rongh 
thc campaign. 

(;?rrr(ln~,rtrtl*, ~lh)r+mbcr zg//l.-\\'e stnrtccl so ine~~~l ra t  earlier 
this morning, and wcrc on thc road by nine o'clock, I l r c  road 
was a gmdual sscenL thc wholo way to St~fced Sung, tvhich is 
thc old camping-ground of tlrc first espcdition. Pronl the rising 
ground wc lrad n finc vicrv of n lovely vnllcy cnllcd Necm Bag11, 
a grccn and well-waterctl vnllcy, wit11 gardens of solann,  but 
bcantil111 cyl~ress-trccs. As soon as I got to the old camping- 
ground, I saw the Picld Hospital Ked Cross flng, and inndc for 
Snrgcon-AIajor Evatt, who n9ns in charge. I-Ic vcry kiudly gavc 
mc a place for my tent in tlrc hospital enclosure, and ~ n a d c  mc 
n wclconle guest nt thc hospitnl mess during my stay. Unfor- 
tunately I can hcnr of no convoy going on to Cnbul, so  cspect 
to rcmain licrc sonic days. I called on  Genoal 13righ1, who 
cornnlnntls thc division, atlcl rotulrl that hc was o n  tlic cvc of 
mnrcliing to Jellal;tbad,wlrich will in futarc be thc hcad-qunrtcrs 
of Iris clivision. 

Swtt(Iny, 3ollr.-I conducted n slrori service in the 
hospital tcnt; tlre lncn sat on thcir cots, and x few oniccrs 
brought thcir camp-chairs In tlle afternoon I rodc ovcr with 
Dr. Erntt to thc carnp at  Gundarnuck, whiclr is about threc 
inilcs from Sufcud Sung;  on  our way wc passed the  cltimp of 
trccs ml~crc Yakoob 1Chnn pitched Iris camp last April wl~cn  
he carnc to negotiate the lrcaty with Cnvngnnri, whiclr cost tliat 
unfort~~nntc ofliccr his life; a t  tlic cstrcmc cnd of the plain is 
tllc mcmorablo hill on wlricll thc mcli of the Forty-fourth madc 
their last sk7nd in tllc disastrous retreat from Cal-rul. JVl~en 
our troops camped 11crc last ycar, boncs werc found on  the  top 
of the hill, and were v~pposetl to bc tlrc bones of thc poor 
fellows who were killed tlrcre in I 842. Thc  msn of t l ~ c  Scvcn- 

3 



tecntlr Regirllcnt briricd thcm, and a cairn has been crccted on 
tlre spot ; tllc hill is now called t l ~ c  fi~,ofitrr-th hill. I t  
may bc intcres~ing to rccord thc $renglli or the forcc that lcft 
Cabul, and thc number who madc a last dcspcrnlc stand on this 
hill. 

TIre Cnbul forcc, i tr  ~ S q z ,  lelt Csbul 4,500 s!ro~ig, com- 
posed o f :  

,I Guns Royal Horse Artillery. 
7 hloun~xi~~ G~lnu. ... 11c1ign1 Sappcrs and 3lincrs 10 . . . . . .  Slrnh Soojnb's lncn 250 . . . . . .  I I.lI.'s 4.4111 Reginlent 6w 
Onc rroop Horsc Artillcry .. So . . . . . . . . .  5thCnv;llry 2Lo . . . . . . . . .  1st Loci11 I-Iorsc 70 
4th Do. . . . . . . . . .  70 . . . . . . . . .  Envoy's Escort 7 0  
2nd Shah's Ciivnlry . . .  500 
1-falf &!oul~tnin Trail1 . . . . . .  30 
5th Nat ive  Infantry . . . . . .  703 
37111 Native Infantry . . . . . .  Goo 
5 ~ t h  h'ativc Infantry . . . . .  Gjo 
6111 Slrnh's Do. . . . . . .  630 

-- 
Total .,. 4,500.C - 

Only 380 ofthis  lbrcc reached Gundnmnck : 
2 0  Officers. 
5 0  lncn or thc  4 ~ t R  Regiment. 
6 Ar~illcry, 
4 Scpoys. 

300 Camp Followers. - 
3Sa* ' 

Out of tliis rcnrnant or h e  Cabul nrlny only thrcc olliccrs 
escaped-Bcllew, Gmnt, and Brydai ; the two first were mur- 
dcrcd at tIlc village of Futteenbnd, and thc last Dr. Dryden, 
was thc only orre who reaclred Jellnlabsd. 

Coloncl Dauut, the cornmanding ofliccr of the Ninth Regi- 
* Tliis rclurn is from Lady Salc's 'Journal! 



mcnt, very rcndily gave pcrlnission for a meeting, and sent: 
ardcrs to the men that 1 would givc an address at t ~ ~ o  o'clock. 
1 stood on somc planks of wood, and had a great &ntIrcring; 
t h e  Colollcl also cnnle and stood by mc, 011 m y  way back 
h e  told rnc that therc wcrc five prisoners in the gunrd-tent, 
T V ~ I O  had been tried for breakir~~ into solllc kegs of rum, and 
t h a t  they !vould rnost likely be flogged. Thc very same 

t h i n g  has been donc at Jellalabnd, Seb Bnba, and Cabul. 
'['his a b o n ~ i l ~ n b l c  rtim brings disgracc arrd shalnc wllerevcr it 
gocs. 

Cencrnl Gough has vcry kindly protnised to lct me know as 
soon as s corlvoy starts, which he thinks will be in a few days. 

3-2 



In walking thro~~gh the cnnlp I snw n magnificent dog, which 
had been brought down from Dnlk ; hc was n splendid creature, 
willl strong, thick Icgs, vcry tlrick Iinir, and n licnd like n lion. 
He to bc chaiilcd with two strong chains, as he brokc an 
ordinary one like n piccc of tlrrend. 

51 tlic I wcnt for a walk over to n sniall cmnp of 
sonic Sirdnr Kl~ali ~ ~ h o  is friendly, or snpposcd to be, by 
giving infornlation to our politicals. Just at sunset I Iicard tbc 
clear, ri~~giog cry o f 4  Allah Akbar Y and I snw the XIoollah, 
wit11 Ilis 11rlge whitc pugree, calling tlte Lilbf111 to pmgcrs. Tlic 

. Khan rind Iiis followcrs soot1 for~nctl 1111 in tnro row behint1 
Ii i l~~,  wit11 tl~cir faces tolvnrds tllc sctting sun, rcpcnting their 
long. pmycrs, and prostrating tllernselves in adoration on tllc 
earth. 'I'lie din1 light in thc vallcy tintcd thc yellow mulbcrry 
Ica~rcs tvitll tllc golden lints of autumn, nncl lighted 111) trlc sky 
~rith thc dccp crirnson rays of thc setting-si111, ~ ~ t l t i l  tllc lofty 
lnollntnir~ peaks seemed aglow vith light; dark shadows rcsted 
on 11ic sides of tlic ruggcd lnountnitis that surrounded the vallcy, 
and thc black pinc forcsts stood out in bold rclicf fron~ tllc 
~vliite snow which covcrcd the wl~olc range of the Suftrcd IColi. 
In  the cvening twilight this cnmp of war sccmcd I ~ ~ ~ s l i c d  to rest ; 
long rows of white tents wcre just visible, and \vrentIis ofsmoke 
were rising fron t~un~bcrlcss cninp lircs. 'I'lle vnllcy, with its I 

sad nicmories, was call11 and pmccful, and tllc hding light 1 

m ~ d e  thc bold pcaks of the Sufccd Koll stand out in great / 
clcar~iess 2nd bolclncs~, forming n gigantic hackpronnd to tltc 
vnllcy of  Gurrdamuck. 

Dc~-tt~~~btr IS!.-(;cncral l lr igl~t  ant1 his s t a r  l e a  to-day for , 
Jcllnl:lbnd, nnil I heart1 a rtnl-rour thnt n convoy is to start; to- 
morronv. I sinccrcly hopc it mny be  so, ns I am somcrvllnt 
wcary of tmiting, though tllcrc is plenty lo (lo in thc Inrgc cnmp, 
which is without n padre. I found tllc lncn very pleased with 
nly visits to the llospital, atid fccl certnin that n tlcnl might bc 
done for ttlc poor fellows. 'rhc hospitnl camp is n very com- i 
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plctc and wcll-armngd p1acc ; tbe mca arc well looked niter ; 
cverything is ulost scrupulously clcan. l'hc 'kal~ars'* arc all 
drillcd by n smart little C;oorkab sergeant, and the askward 

I coolic is made to look like n snuirt rccruit, with Ilis blankct 
worn plaid-fashion ; and instcad of a nativc snlnam, they give a 

I ~nilitary saltitc, and do their best to stand lo attctltion. Dr. 
Evatt's coolies arc known in camp as 'Evnll:' O~LW,' a gallnnt 
corps of dlioolic bcarcrs. 

Dsic.r)ibcr z,r(r'.-'l'he convoy has bccn postponed on account 
of the c s~cc ted  arrival o i  an 'illustrious personagc from Cabul.' 
Great curiosity cxists in camp respcctitlg this illustrio~~s pcr- 
sonage, whose namc cannot be mentioned. At last the secrct 
was known throughont thc cnrnp [hat \hc ill~rstrious personage 
is thc cs-Amccr, Yakoob Khan, on his way to India as a 

I 
Stntc prisoner, instcad of going as a Stntc guest to attend 
thc Calcutta Darbar, \vliicl~ was to Ravc bccrr held for his 
reccpt ion. 

Dc.rcrt~bc)- 3rri.-Early tliis morning a \{ring of the 24th 
N. I. marched for Futtecabad, lo guard that part of the road 
when Yakoob passes down to-morro\t~, Thcrc was a grcat 
dcal of cxcitcn~ent in camp on accourlt of tllc ' illustrious pcr- 
sonngc' who was cxpccted ; tllc rt*crct was so ~ I ~ o ~ o I I ) ~ ~ ~  that 
every cook-boy in  camp kncw who was coming. IHc was 
spokcn of ns ' Aft-. Joiub,' n name givcn by 'l'o~nmy Atkins. 
Tllc first indication of his arrival was a number o i  ca~ircls with 
womcn, complctcly covered up-said to be sotnc of Yakoob's 
wives-passing ~hrougll camp without any cscort. 11 srnall 
cloud of dust in ~ l l c  distance indicated the approach of thc 
illustrious prisoncr. It is inlpossiblc to imaginc what his feel- 
ings inust llavc been as hc rodc past thc c lu~np of trecs under 
wliich he signed the celebrated (;tindamock treaty, and carnc 
into Sufecd Sung -n~p to be starcd at as a prisoncr, instead of 
bci~rg received RS the grcnt Amccr, wit11 the troops prcscnting 

linlrnrs, coolies 



arms, and thc big guns roaring out n royal snlatc, nnrt cvcryonc 
treating him as n royal gucst. Na\v hc was rcgardcd as a pri- 
soner, wlio deserved stern justicc ratlicr than the tcndcr ilicrcy 
trc \\*as receiving. Everyone in camp fctt thn t  Iic should lrnvc 
bee11 trcrted ns guilty i f  t l ~ c  cvidcnce bcforc thc commission 
brought lionie to him the massacre of our ernbassy, or entirely 
acquitted if innoccnt. Innoccnt or guilty, he lookcd vcry 
sullen nnd downcnst, and wcll hc might, as tlic sownrs on citlicr 
side of hinl witli drawn swords lnnde him foe1 that hc was a 
prisoner of war, and not nn Ironourcd gucst, in oiir caml> at 
S~~fced Sung. General Gough and staff l~cadcd thc cscort, and 
rode on to the ground wlicre tlic Gencml's camp had bccn 
pitched, just below tlic ficld hospital. Two small scpay tcilts 
aerc pitclied for Ilim, and hc sccnicd glad to srrcak nwny out 
of sight ; fonr sciltrics were placed ovcr h i ~ q  thc g l l ~  Regi- 
mcnt forl~iing thc guard, and tlieri a native rcgimcnt forlncd a n  
outer guard. Thc guard llnd orders to nllow no onc to go into 
Iris tent, and no one to colnc out, and fnrtlicr, iiollriirg was to 
be taken in to him without first bcing inspcctcd by the otxccr of 
the guard. Even thc food that was cooked had to bc inspected, 
to prevent anything being taken in to Iiim. \Vhen lic halted, 
fast night, at Jngdulluck, where Coloncl Jcnkitls is commandant, 
lic walked up to tllc Colonel and put out his hand, to shake 
hands in a friendly way; but Colonel Jenkins coolly put his 
hands' bcllind him and bowed, making him feel tlmt Ire was 
R prisoner mther than a pes t ,  and must bc trcatcd accord- 
ingly. 

In the evening he asked the political ofiiccr to givc liini a n  
iimbrclln, as he fonncl thc dust very trying to his cyes, o r  
perhaps he found the gaze of hvndrcds ol nativcs Inore utipleas- 
ant than thc dust, and wanted 10 take slrellcr behind the 
kindly protcctio~l of an umbrella ; or did Ire supl?osc that the 
people of the royal city of Jellalabad would suppose that Ile 
was still an Aiilccr by being privileged to carry this sign of 



royally-an llrrltrclln 7 Unfortunatcly this sign ol royalty did 
not hnrmonizc with t l ~ c  drawn swords of tlrc sownrs, 

It was a vcry dificult thirrg to find nn \~n-rbrclla; oniccrs 
lind swords and the men 'had rifles, but no onc thougllt of 

, adding an uml_lrclla to thc weight of his Cnbul kit. At lcngtli 
one was fomid, not amongst tltc hospital coniforts, but alllong 
the knlinrs. Think of a dhoolic-bcarcrr iiinrcliing \vit11 311 u~u- 
brella I Certainly Ilc nevcr fancicd that his smbrclla ~ ~ o u l d  cvcr 
shade (he  fncc of an Aniecr, ant1 I suppose that  thc great A~nccr 
of Cnbul ncvcr anticipated that llc woilld one day bc itldcbtcd 
to a Hindoo coolic for a n  old cotton umbrclln. 

Dtftt,rbcr 4th.-Enrly this ~nornii~g,  I~cforc i t  was light, I 
lierrrd tlrc clottcr o l  the cscort taking the 'illuslrious Mr. 
Jacobs' (thc cx-tinrccr) out of Afghanistan as fast as s cavalry 
cscart could run him through tlrc wild llnsscs atid sairdy plains, 
which he's ncver likuly to scc again. I n  thc course of the day ' * 

I got the ncws that we wcrs really to rnnrcli to-morrow with a 
small colrvoy of wnrnr clotlring for n ~ l a t i r ~ ~ '  rcgirnnrt nt Cabril. 
The Amccr's ynboos nrc ~v;~ntcd back at Cabul as quickly as 
possiblc for transport purposes, so ttrcru is sonrc prospcct of 
our stnrting, l'lrcsc yaboas arc strong Cab\rlec ponics, a~ltl 
cnrry foi~r tiinurids with an Afghan sitting on thc top of the 
load. This snvngc-looking ynboo secnis lo carry lris load 
without thc least fatigue, atld is rcady to fight all night after n 
heavy mnrcll ; I never saw such crc~turcs  for fighting : instend 
of kicking each otlicr as lnorc civilixcd pol~ics do, they clrargc 
with thcir motttlis opctl, and scisc o ~ i c  another by tthc rrcck, 
figlrtiag illarc likc dogs t l ~ a n  llorses j the drivcrs look as wild 
and mvagc ns their ynboos. 

111 the evening a vcry largc convoy of sick camc down frotn 
Cabul, a b u t  z,io ~iativc soldicrs and Go 15uro()cnns. I wel~t 
through the tents givirrg thc mcn tracts; they had thc usual 
nurnber of goldfinches, hclmcts, swords, and fur caps, Cab111 
trophies. 



4 0  Y-IrRu UG 11 ~ 1 1 ~  ~'[i YBER I>, I ss. 

Ecforc turning in fur ~ h c  night X ~ande  cverytliilrg rcndy to 
start Tor Cabul in thc morning, nrrd hope I sIlnll not bc dis- 
appaintcd. 

ACROSS '1'1K I< 1,U'L'AIIUSD PASS. 

Bt.rt.t/rbt*r 5/h, P ~ = s ~ L J N I I . - ~ ~ ~ c  YI~OOS werc nll required lor 
tlic storcs, so I liad m~lles for my baggngc, and a #rent advance 
I round tl~cln 011 tlic r~nfurtnnntc ponies, bullocks, and canlclv 
\vliich iind hecn my tratls~lort cattlc from l'esliawar. I joined 
tlii! ccrt~voy st tlrc Cundnmuck &Imp rlridcr tlic cornmatid of 
Captnin At--, \vho ~ R V C  mc thc followillg striki~g incidcllt in 
connection witlr  tlic war i n  r Sq2. His tlnclc \v;ts #hot at tlrc 
cngagcnlcrlt of'l'cxucn nnd luft in tlrc snow for d c d ;  when the 
doctors acre looking after the wou~iducl lic war left ns a 
ho~)clcss case, nnrl had i t  IIOL bccn Tor onc of the medical 
o~licers tlrinking that soinctliing h~ight IIC do~ic,  Ilc npoufd havc 
tliccl in t l ~ c  snow, A bratlicr ofliccr tllougl~t him dcnd, and 
csclnimcd, 'Now that BI--'s dcnd, I sl1a11 gct lily eo~llpany,' 
but AI- rccovcrcd, and disagpoi~ltctl tllc hopea of a step 
bcing ~nndc iu thc rcgimcnt. 

Thc road frotn thc cnnip was through rocks, and araugh defilc, 
winding routicl the Forty-Tourtll Hill, with its maurnri~l cairn on 
tllc top telling of the last stand mndc it1 I 842. Not h r  from 
this hill wc crossed the Sarknb rivcr, by an old Afgl~nn bridgc; 
t l~c rivcr dasl~es down bct\vccn tllc rocks, and spinshes along 
thc rough gorge, and is soon lost in thc rugged Iiills; nn the 
otlicr side of this bridge the rand gracl~~ally ascends, until we 
rcnch thc camp of tlic Goides n t  P c s ~ ~ a n  which is on t h e  topof 
the I~i l l .  Just bcforc turning in, an cscort of somrs rode into 
camp with Sir Clinrlcs \V--, who \\.as going on to Cabul. 

Dk*~~/~br'r 6/11, Jttgditlh.4.-'Tliis ~uornit~g we made a start for 
the terrible P s s  1~11ct'c t1lc Cab111 Army was cruellyalaughtercd 
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in 1 3 ~ 2 .  'l'lrc road was excccdiagly ror~gh and stcclr, n~rtl for 
son11: dist;rnce along titc dry bcd of a rivcr t l ~ c  snlntl strcnms 
\i.crc rill froien, and cvcn at one o'clock in thc duty tllcy vvctc 
fritlgcrI sit11 icc. \Vlron we rcaclrcd tllc toll of the Kotol, ivc 
cnlnc lo that part of tlic 1';rss wlriclr thc ~\fghans barric:~detl irr 
184% T1'Ire ravilrc is tlot tuorc thnn forty icct side, a ~ r d  tlrc 
rocks rise up almost perpcndicul;rrly, so that tl~crc w.1~ n o  pos- 
sibility of csczpc or dcEcncc; tllc sarro~aiding Ilcights wcrc 
covcrcd wit11 rcvcngef~~l iffghnnc \s,lro lracl proniiscd to scc our 
troops safely through thc I'asscs ; illstcad or lirotcctii~g tlic r~n-  
forlunatc army, tlmy shot down Iruntlrcrls, arid took Indy  Salc, 
rlrc officers, and tllcir wives and childrsn, [)risoncrs; m ~ ~ n l ~ c r s  
p ~ r i s l r ~ d  ill Ihc SI~OW, and only orlo nrrivcd at Jcllalabnd tu tell 
thc sad talc of the tlestntctioll of the Cnbrll ~ \ r ~ n y .  Thc wllole 
l'ass is surroundcd witll hill ratrgcs, so tltnt no forcc could 
marcll tlrrongh so long as tllc 11cights wcrc llcltl by t11c cncnly. 
Tlre  road dowll f r o ~ ~ r  tllc 1i0td IYRS too steep to ridc, so wc 
dibnlountcd ntrd traalkcd 011 to llrc Jagdulluk village, which is 
the hcndguar~crs of tlrc Gsirlcs, who hnvc cliargc ol  thc 
wholc lJass; tllcy wcrc t o  Ile sccn on thc Ircigllt~ kccping n 
shnrp look.out, so that thc convoys migilt pass tlrrougll safely. 
\\'c Ilntl our cnmp pitcllcd in  n vcry sn~rg corner (leito sur- 
rountled by hills, nrrd vcry closely gl~artled Iq.  tlic Guidcs, 
who ;tllowed no ouc to pass o ~ i t  ; ntld woc to thc man who 
thought or conling in I The t~cst  morning wc I~nd ntl extra 
guard, nltltough tllc roatl lookcd just ns snlc as ally wc had 
mnrchcd; tlrc road might appcnr s;lfc, but thc surrounding 
hilts and. ravincs might bc  shultcring ally 11111i1hct o l  tlrc cncltry 
ready to lxruncc upon thc convoy. Daring tllc day wc mct 
whole bmilics of Cnbulcos corning tloivn tllc 1'nss with their 
grand Bokhnra camels lrcnvily lndstl with bags of all kirtds 
of mcrchnndisc. Tlicse camels arc vcry dilicrcnt from t l ~ c  
~inlortunatc creattircs that conlc fro~lr Indin, snd die in such 
nutnbcrs. I never saw O ~ C  of IIICSC llokliara ca~llcls dcnd on 
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the road. hfost of them had onc or two little Afghnn children 
ticd up in a poshteen on the top of the bags, and thcir little 
11eads Iverc jt'rkcd b;tckwards and forwards cvory stride the 
c a ~ ~ l c l  took, making dislocntion of the neck a probable result 
in a journey from Cabul to Jelliilabad. l'hcsc round-faced 
nlld briglrt-eycd yo1111g hfghnns 11-ere cithcr very stiff-necked, 
or bycustom had got so uscd to the jolting that they appcnred 
to be quitc indiffcrcnt lo thc constant jcrks inscparnble from 
a ride on n carncl. Thcsc Afgl~nn fnrnilics, with their strongly 
nlarked Jcwisli fcnturus, lookcd likc old Jewish patriarchs with 
their wives and tllcir little ones, their flocks and tlicir herds, 
marcliing tl~rougll thc wilderncss. Arc they thc descendants 
of the lost tribcs? 

DL~CL'/I~~I:~* 7th, St&-HfibZ.-As soon ns \ve ~ x s c d  a place 
callcd Tots Sung wc had to pick our way through rough stones 
anil bot~ldcrs ; no road had been rnndc beyond this spot, wlierc 
Gcnerel C;ough rnct General illacphcrson, and opcned commn- 
nication with Cabul. This was dccidcdly thc hardest bit of 
marching on thc wholc Iinc. Thc cotlvoy strnggled a good deal, 
as the mules couldn't possibly kccp up with the yaboos ; these 
creatures walked away \\nit11 thc greatest ease, carrying tl~cir 
four nlaunds aucl an Afghan tlrivcr on tbe top, without tlie 
least sign of fatigue or distress. \Ve had to tnnke a long Ilalt 
for the convoy to get itself well togctbcr, and during the rest 
I was glad to find that my colrl tcn liacl the advnnlage over tile 
whisky-flask. One of the oficcrs askc;! me for n drink of tcn 
instcnd of thc usual peg of whisky, and t11c1-c can be no doubt 
that a good drink of cold tea is vcry 1mrc11 more refreshing on 
the line of ~nircll  than fiery whisky. Nothing co~ild possibly 
cxcced thc drearitless of this hIilitnry Post, in  n wilderness of 
stones and srlrroulitlcd with B n r t a l  hills, which have ncitlicr 
grass 110r frees to hide their bnrrcnness. l'hc gro~rrld was so 
rocky that it was impossible to drive in our tent-pegs, so we 
had to ~ i c  our tent-ropcs to big stoncs, and clcar away the 
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s tones  frotn the inside of tlic tcnt. Just as i t  was getting dntli, l 

a party of siglinllers calnc down to my tcnt, arid li~rncd 
ou t  to bc men of tlic Sixty-fifth, who wcrc stationed on tlle 
Lutabund Tnss. Scrgcant P-- upas in charge. 'I'l~cy wcrc 
rn11cll snrpriscd and very 1)lcascd to scc me. I got n brcw ol  
ten ready, and we prsscd round the fricndly cup, wislling cncli 
o ther  n wfc return to India. 1 then read tlic first cllnptcr in 
the Epistlc to the Kplicsians, and said a fcw words and prayed 
thus  having a sl~ort scrvicc on this Sabbath cverling in tlic wild 
and barren vallcy of Scb-Babii. 

Dt*rc~nbcv Sth, .Lnt~brr~m'. -In tli e lniddlc of 11lc ~ligllt my 
servnllt was lskcn ill with violc~~t spasms, and for sonic tinlc 
nothing I could give him did him nny goorl. I tricd pain- 
killer, chlorotlyne, cnmplior ; and thctr I liglitcd my spirit-lamp 
and made him x cup of tea, with a good strong dose of cssencc 
of ginger in it. This acted like n charm, and gavc him rclicf. I n  
t h e  tnorning tic was quite rcndy lor tlrc day's ~nnrch. 

The nsccnt of tlic I'ass was very steep, and the 1i1ige stones 
and boiilders ~nadc it dinicult work for tlic arrforturrntc ponies 
to pick their way. So~netilnes w hnd to wind our way along 
tlie nnrrow lcdges overlianging precipices, and tlren again thc 
rocks almost toaclicd each other, making it ditlicult for ca~ilcls 
to pass tlirougli with their loads. \\Tas it. n ~ c h  a pass which 
suggested tlrc provcrb that ' i t  is eesier for a camel to pnss 
through thc cyc of a riecdle,' etc. ? Nothing could cxcccd tlrc 
wildness of thc I'irss or the ruggedtlcss of the road ; in places it 
seen~etl to bc quite impnssablc for our baggage nnininls Along 
the whole of thc Pass tlic dead bodies of c;\n~cls, ponies, arid 
even elephants sho\ved how fnlal the march llnd been to thesc 
poor crentures, who carried tlicir loads to thc last, n~rd thcn 
wcrc unloaded for thc last time, ant1 left nlotie to dic. l\'hcn 
General Gough marchcd to our rclief a t  Shcrporc, Iic lost a 
hundred and fifty baggage nuimnls in crossing the  Lutabund. 
Fro,, tlie top of the Pass wc had n vcry cstcnsivc view of thc 



Cabal plain, ~ l t d  wit11 the assisllncc of good glass could 
distinctly sce tllc JXiIii II-isszr, tile city of Cabul, the 
long wall of Sllcr[,orc ; and then bcyond tile lo~l'cr rnllgc of 
hills, the lofty I-Iindoo Koosh rniscd its grand snowy peaks, 
lilnkil,g n splendid bnckgroi~rld to a ningnificcllt [jictarc. Tile 
athcr side of tlic Pass was s vcry easy descent, and thc last 
range of hills hnct a finc &zag raad cut a11 the may down to 
tlic cxrnl).' ASniri wc l i ict scvcral fanlilies coming from 
Cnblll. 'I'llc. womcn nt i t l  childrcn wcrc rcninrknbly fair, wit11 
strongly i~iarkccl Jcwisli Icnturcs. Alany of then1 wcrc hnnd- 
sonic., nncl \vo~ild l~nvc  been consklcrcd good-looking if the 
civililing efkcts of soap, comb ancl bnrsh cotilcl havc been 
freely used oil tllcir hcndgcnr, nnd n suit of dcnn garments 
instcat1 of n sack-likc drcss, \\~Iiicll iookcd more likc rags scwn 
togc~llcr t1inn nnytlling clsc., The cilildren looked wondcr- 
fully bright :i~id Iiit~i[)y, wit11 their fine rotrtid fnccs and bright 
dark cycs. 

\Vhcn 1 got to tIlc cntnp I wns vcry tired, and had to wait 
sornc Iiours for lllc ~vrctclied Irnggngc anilnals to coluc down 
thc I'itss. I mndc my first bnrgni~~ in nn AfgRnn ba~nar, by 
buying solnc dried grapes, npplcs, and parched corn, wlricI~ 
nrnclc an c x c e l l c ~ ~ t  liftin.* 'I'hc canip gossip was cscccdingly 
exciting. 19ic tribes arc cspcctcd to bc on thc cvc of rising, 
and n very sharp look-out IS being kept rip to prcvcnt any 
Cabulcc hIoollnlis or Sirdnrs gctting throngh thc P;as to thc 
tril~cs in tllc Jellnlnbnd district. During thc day  we passed 
thc tllrcc lcndi~ig Sirdars of thc lntc Amccr l l ~ ~ d c r  a strong 
cscort, going ns prisoners to India, slid lnorc uncorncly rilfinns 
coulct not  bc found, cvcn in Afglrn~listnn. 

I found thnt tbc sigt~allurs at this stntiorl cspcctcd mc, as 
IJutnbuncl party 11tld hcliographcd a message that I 

cotlling; nnd t l l ~  Inen here arc going to sigrral to Cab111 t l i r o r l ~ ] ~  
ButkZk station that I slinll re:tch CnbuI 011 \\'cdljcsdny. 

' 'JYfii11, I I I R C ~ I .  
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In tllc evening the nlcn unlc into my tcnt, and we had read- 
ing and pmycr; two of tlrclll werc c~ititled to thcir iifgllan bars, 
whicll 1 prescntcd, and was very gratilied to hcnr that o11e of 
tl\elll had sent his ~nothcr ten rullccs a month cvcr si~:ca hc 
llnd signcd the  pkdgc. 

During tho night a very rcspeclnblc Afgl~ati, wit11 Iiis sons, 
two little boys, was bl-ought in ns n prisoner, and is to bc 
taken back to Cnbul by our escort. 

Dc'ii2)1tjd-1-c'l. Btt1'4iik.-\J'c had 3 vcrg cold night; tlrc frost 
was kccn cnongll to (recre thc nrntcr inside my icnt. On orir 
march n Scpoy, not knotving tbc difkrcncc bctwecn a fro~ell 
stream and  lhc road, lolincl 11inisclf on Iris back mucll sooircr 
than Iic had anlicipatcd ; this painful cspcricnce will teacl~ 
him lo bc~vorc of slippery paths in ful~ri-c. Everybody nTm 
kceping x sharp look-out, as wc marchcd for soinc nliles 
throngh a n~ i tn l~c r  oflow hills, and \rpc brcathccl luorc Irccly whm 
wc merged or1 to tlrc l~lain a few ~nilcs from Butk~h-. \\'hen 
marching by thc sidc of the village wc lrnd to fncc 311 tlrc 
childrcn and s~~llcn-looking nrcn 1rvho tarncd out to scc us pass. 
I n  addition to thc high walls round thc villnge, tllcrc is a mud 
fort usctl as R signal-station, garrisoned I)y n company of tile 
67th licgimciit. 'l'he cnmp consists of thrcc troops of tllc 12th 
Bcngal Cnvnlry. IVhcn ac wcrc kaving something to cat i l l  

their 111css-tcnt, an omccr gdve somc rcry cucitii~g news &out 
thc cxpcctcd rising; lie h;ld just come from Cabul, mlcl s,~id ilinl 
there \\Icrc all kinds of ntnionrs abont Shcrporc being attacked. 

T w o  brigndcs hnvc bccn sent out to disperse the tribes that 
arc now assembling undcr hI;lhomet Jan, whicl\ has greatly 
rcduccd thc strcngtll of Shcrporc. Onc very ' ju~npy' fcllow 
said : ' Yon'rc just in for a s c c o ~ ~ d  Isandula; wclrc to l ~ c  
attacked lo-night;' 

During the  cvcning livc of our incn belonging to thc 67th 
can'lc to my tcut, and spentn plcnsnilt Ilour in  rci~ding n l ~ l  prayer. 

U c ~ ~ / l / b ~ r  10th~ Cnbt1~.-1-1avilrg colllinittct1 myself to tllc 



I protection of Iny God, 1 turncd in Tor thc night, ]lot knowing 
I at what hour 1 might bc ttlrnctl out, a9 wc wcrc expecting lo 

be attacked. After a good night's rest, I fclt quitc rcady for 
thc 1 s t  march into Cnbiil. Sir Chsrlcs I\'-- askcd me to 
ride into Cabul wit11 lli~n, wi~tior~t waiting for Lllc cscort, il the 
ofiicer in charge would allow us to go on bcfore Lhc convoy. 

I 

1 Captain AT- said : ' Ycs, yoti  nay go on nhcad, provided yo11 
I takc a11 risks.' So wc stnrtcd alonc. Thc first part of tile 
I ~ road was through the fields wl~ich surrorl~rd Dutkrik; then it 

cros.;cs n wry estc~rsivc swamp of scvcral inilcs in cstcnt, 
which brings it  to the Logar rivcr; hcrc n \Try old-faslrioncd 
bridge spans the rivcr, wlricli is dccp, and ivith a strong 
currrnt. On the ollicr side of tllc river \spc took tlrc road 
leading round the Siah Sung Rcights, bringing us in  front of 

I 
Sllerpore. As wc rode nlong thc road I licnrd a grur, but said 
nothing tinlil a scconcl wcnl off, wlicn Sir Cllarles \V- said : 
' Thcrc, did you lrcar that gun?' 'Uo 11~hic11 1 rcplicd : ' YCS ; 
n~id did yo11 lrcnr oilc bcforc that?' This was tlrc first gun I 
11311 cvcr lrearcl fired it1 angcr, ant1 fclt cscceciirigly tl~~nklill  
wc were so ricnr Shcrporc. After tlrcsc sou~lds of war wc 
thought it dcsiroble to break into n brisk trot, and reach thc 
cantonment as quickly :IS possible. 

Just at the entralrcc of Sherporc I rnet an old friend of the 
7wnd Rcgin~cnt, who remarked : ' \\'ell, you're just iu timc ; an 

I engagement is going on, tlic other sidc of thc hill.' I-Ic tiren 

I took mc to the nrcss, nndgnvc me some bxeakhst. Tllc Colonel 
vcry kindly ~llowcd mc to pitch in his lines, and it1vitcd 
me to bc an llonorary membcr of lire mess during my stay in 

6r 
Cabul. 

Shcrporc Cantonment is  about two rnilcs from tlic Biiln 
IIiss~r, and stirroundcd on tlirec sides with high walls, in front 
of which a long range a( barracks Lccs tlrc cnclosurc, wliich 
Ins t-hc Dcniaroo hcights on tlre oppositc sidc. Thc wall 
extends about  a mile and n half in Icnglh, arid thrcoquartcrs 



of a mile in brcadtll. Tllc cnclosurc is renclicd by four large 
gateways, wliicll contain rooms uscd by the ofliccrs. Onc is 
callctl tlie I-Ieadquarters' Chtcwny, whcrc Gonernl Robcrts 
nild his stan' are quartered ; this is on the side facing thc city. 
'I'lle long wall facing Sin11 Sung hns tllrcc gates-t11c 7and 
I-Iigltlnndcrs, tllc Commissariat, nad tlrc 92nd I-Iiglllandcrs. The 
7ztld Rcgimcnt had built a hut for a mess-l~ousc, and wcrc busily 
engngcd building huts for the oniccrs wlro could not bc accom- 
modatcd in the rooms oC tlrc gateway. Otlicr rcginlcnts wcre 
also engaged in building huts; but this uncapcctcd outbreak 
11nd put a stop to nll tlicse building projects Tor 11laki1rg 011~'s 
sclf con~rortable for thc winter. I n  the afternoon thcre was n 
grcat deal of escitcnient in camp ; a squadron of thc 9th 
Lnncers and Uengal Cavalry wcre ordsrcd out at n gallop, as 
the cngagcment was close to Slicr~~ore. Tllc guns could be 
Ilcarcl very distinctly, and tllc Gcncrnl with his star wcrc 
watching the engagement from dlc top of the gntcway. The 
Lroops arc ready to turn out at n momcnt's warning during thc 
night, should any attack bc nrndc up011 our position. 

Cntnl, Du'-~trkr I ct/r.-'L'lic grcat city of Cabul, about wllicI~ 
the natiws d India l ~ s v e  lienrd so much and espcctcd so 
inuch, nstonisllcd both Europeans and natives with its i~isigni- 
hcant nppearancc. It contains no statcly palaces such as you 4 

see at  Agm, or grand rnr~sjids sucli as arc to be sccn at Delhi. 
The  buildings are nearly all ir~ade of mud, nild thc bazaars are 
narrow and filthy, such as rnay bc seen in any secoad-ra~e city 
in India. One peculi~rity about sonlc of the bazaars is that 
they are covcred in to protect thcm from the sno\tr; ai~d 



nnothcr novcttg \IYIS a tcn-sliop, ~ v l ~ c r e  ten is kcpt hot in lnrgc 
urns, with a clinrcoal firc in thc ccntrc. Groups of t~lcll 
gnthcrcd round thcsc tea-pots, and smoked arid gossipcd over 
bowls of tcn. The tca m~rst  have been thc grccncst of  tlrc 
green, ns it  gavc ale thc impression t h a t  rusty nails hatl been 
pat into the pot to give i t  a flavour. I-Io~vcvcr  lensan ant to thc 
ilfghnn pdatc, it would h:lve been rcfuscd adrnittancc into n 
'Ilrick Lnnc' tcn-mccting. Cnbnl will never suggcst anything 
plcnsnnt or inviting to those v*ho hnve once visitcd it. 

Early this morning wc got thc ncws lllnt tllc Afgbnns llnd 
been dcfcntcd and tlisl~crscd by Ccnernl ;\lacphcrson's Rrigadc, 
nnd cvcryonc felt sntisficd t l u t  \VC Ilnd llcard the last of tllc 
rising of thc tribes. I saw thc 9th Lnnccrs and Bcngal 
Cavalry go OIIL  just to see if any of t l ~ c  encmy were hanging 
about tlrc surrounding villngcs. Afrcr breakfast I iverlt wit11 
Liculcnnnt C--of thc 72nd I-Iighlanders into Cabul. 1 took 
IIIY old \valki~~g.stick, and h e  put on his revolver-belt. T11c 
road to t l ~ c  0311 I-Iisslr is lincd with  illom- om-trecs; in fact, tllc 
country rotirrtl Cnbul is planted with willow, so as to get thc 
willow cllnrconl (or rnaking gunpowder. As wc walkcd to thc 
city we nlct a grcat many Afghans going to work in Shcrporc ; 
and oilr men werc vcry busy catti~lg wood from the 13:11% Ilissir 
for the huts nnct barracks a~hich wcre I~cing built. 'I'hc ~mlacc- 
gatcmny at thc I1;Tld I-lissir is only nn ordinary gntcrvny, with - 

n grcnt nlany rooms in it. I t  was on  this ptcrv:ry that our I 

flag was lioistetl whct~ Gcncral Robcrts took possession of thc 
1 

city ; inside thc DZl3 Ilissiir, thc place lras all the nppearnncc I 

I of a n  ordiunry native city, with long narrow bazaars running in 
every tlircclion, but now completely dcscrtcd ant1 in ruins. 
\\'c went on to the Rcsidcncy whcrc poor Cavngnnri and his 
stnrf wcrc mnssncrcd; thc buildillg 113s been ncarly pulled 
clown, a1thougli lllcrc nre thc signs o l  the  strugglc in scvcral of 
thc rooms, by tlre bullct-marks in thc walls, and stains of blood 
in diffcrcnt plaecs. 'I'lle most hideolis remains of thc death- 





strr~gglc wcrc in thc l~oncs ant1 skt~lls ml~icli were still lying 
nbout on thc ground and in  tlic rooms; at tIic rcar of tllc 
I~uilding a grcnt mnny bodics had bcelx buried in n large pit by 
tlrc Afglin~~s, nut1 the stcnch was most utibcnrablc. IVithin 
sigh1 of tlrc R C S ~ ~ C I I C ) ~  two gnllo\vs havc been crectcd for the 
csccution of tllosc who havc I~cen tried by ~ l i c  Commission ; 
nbout scvcntg hnvc bcclr hangcd since our nnny cnmc to 
Cnbul, ns pnrticil~ntors it1 tlic massacre of last Scptc~ribcr. 
h a v i n g  tllc Rcsidcncy, iivc went on to tbc city, and found thc 
bazaars tltrongcd with people. Each b n ~ n r  is devolcd to 
onc particular article. For iustance, tlicrc is a fruit-bnznar; 
with grapes, misins, apl>lcs, pears, etc. ; thcn thcrc is n Inrgcr 
bazaar, covcrcd ovcr w i t h  n .very strong roo( wlicrc silk nnd 
clolll mcrchnnts display their goocls ; then tllcrc :rrc lcnllicr 
bazaars, iron-work bnznnrs, ntld n kind of squnrc ninrkct-plncc 
wlicrc poslltcrns are sold, also Russian china icn-pots, basins, 
cn1)s nrlcl snuccrs. Evcrythitig in thcsc tlndit~g bnznors suc~ucd 
very quiet and pcnccfi~l ; but as soorr na we got into atrollrcr 
[)art of tlic city \ire fourid tllc pcoplc \*cry cscited, and looking 
nt us very strangely, and cvcry now nncl thct~ nlcti on lrorscbnck 
with guns slang on tllcir backs galloped past us, which lnarlc 
mc s:~y to (4--, 'I'm surc thcre's somctl>ing a p  ;' anti as 
soon ns wc got crutsidc thc city-walls, we SRIV all thc pcoplc 
who had bccn at ~ ~ ~ o r k  at Slicrpore Iiurrying away as h s t  as 
they could. On our wry to the camp, an olXccr rode past 
nntl shor~tcd out, ' thc Lnncers arc cut to pieces and n baitcry 
talicn by the eucmy.' Ojr hearing this wc rnrl on LO Shcrporc, 
ns lhc 72nd I-liglrln~ldcrs ~vorlltl be surc to be ordcrecl oat; 
and just as wc got to tllc gntc the Arlillcry wcre unlimber- 
ing tlicir guns, a t ~ d  two cornpanics of tIlc 7and wcrc with 
thcm. IVc ccrtaidy had a vcry narrow cscnpc in the cily, 
wherl: they r~nclo~tbtcdly kncw of our rcvccsc, +r.hich accounted 
for thc cxcitcment. \Vc felt that we lrad bcclll providentially 
protcctcd from bcing shot down in tllc city. 
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Evcryonc it1 Shcrporc lookcd vcry cool and dctcrmincd ; 
~llcrc was no cscitemcnt. BIcn wcre turning o11t of hospitnl 
~vho sllolllcl linvc bcen io hed, but werc rcndy : ~ t  tlic call of 
duty to t11r11 out a t  d l  risks, n11d if tlcctl bc die in dcfcncc 
of our position. C;cncral Robcrts had sent for thrcc cotn- 
Ela~lics of thc gand, who mnrchcd out 1111dcr thc com- 
nlnncl of Coloncl nrorvlllow; they rcaclicd thc gorgc just in 
tilnc to prevent 3Inltunicd Jan's army from cntcring the city. 
']']lcir prcsclicc nt h i s  critic:il nlomcnt grcntly cheered 11rc 
lncn of the ISth tnnccrs, who had snffcfcrccl fcnrfi~lly in thc 
Chnrclcll Valley. 111 camp tlic srrspc~lsc was vcry drcndftll, and 
it  \vns solnc timc bcforc any rcliablc ncws rcnclicd us. R v c ~ y  
llorv and then n rulnour \vent rou~ld that the Afglian force 
~vould be in Shcrporc in ten minutes; and tlicn most csnggc- 
rntcd reports w r e  bror~gllt in from thc city as to what had 
I~ccome of our lilcrl nt tlic Ilnlz llissar. In tlic corlrsc of tlic 
afternoon, rncn began to drop into camp, and gro~lps of mcn 
gnthcrccl rannd them to hear the ncws of tho cngngcmcnt; 
somc of thc nlcn W C ~ C  covcrcd wit11 11l11d 311d bcsrncrlr~d wit11 
blood. 01lc nun hncl just strengll~ enough lo kcep in thc 
snddle until hc rc;ichcd Sliorporc, when hc cnllcd out to sonic 

one to colnc and Ilold his horse, but bcforc nnyonc could 
rench him llc fell down, and fainted from loss of blood. Sonrc 
of thc rncn Itad vcry narrow cscnpcs. One tnan sec~ncd to 
h:we passcd tlrrough a sho\ver of bullets ~intouchcd. I snitr 
thc rcitt n lrullct had made in Iiis bl:~nkct, slit1 lhc 1n:lrk 
which nl~otllcr had madc on his snddlc, :lnd nnotlicr h:rd 
brukcn his scnl~bard, v;l~ilc nnotl~cr had gonc through his 
horse's ncck. 'I'lw mnn sccnlcd to havc been n mark for tllc 
Afgh:u~ rifles, but came oltt of the nclion \\~itlrout :r sing@ 
scratch ; llinny others llnd very wonderful cscnpcs, 'l'i\lo 
oificcrs were lcft dcnd on tho ficId, ant1 scvcntccn mcn wcl.c. 
killed anrl moundcd. 'The Coloncl who lctl thc chnrgc \\.as 
dn~lgcrolrsly ~\ .ou~~clcJ;  hc also l~ntl n nnrrow cscnpc in tha 



tlhoolic, and wo~rld hnvc bccli cut but for the coilmgcous 
conduct of two of his mcn, wI1o got him out of tlic dlroolic 
nrkcr tlic knllnts lind boltcd, and brought him illto S I I ~ ~ ~ > ~ ~ ~  
on a horse; thcrc is very little, if any, liope of his rccovcr): 
IYhcn w e  think of thc numbsrs that cnnlc against thcm, it  is a 
wonder thnt any calnc back to tcll thc talc. Thc mcn said 
that. the Afglrans stood like n ~ v n l l ,  withoat moving, and tlrat 
they chnrgcd tlrrougl~ thcm. \Bhnt coi~ld  a hundrctt alrd twcnty 
men, and  nb011t thc sn1n.c rrii~nbel- of Nntivc Sownrs, do ngnilrst 
f ~ i l r  or fivc tllol~s?nd rirglrans ? 'l'llis chnrgc of tllc 15111 
Lancers in  tllc Chardch Vallcp \rill be remcmbcrcd as olrc of 
thc bravest dectls cwr  pcrlormcd hy our Light Cnvajry. 'I'hc 
13attcry lost  a firlc young ofliccr, w h o  was it1 thc act of spiking 
tile gun when hc was shot clcnd. \\'l~cn vc w r c  at dinner in 
llic mcss-hut of thi: 72nd, tllc vollcy-firing at tlic Dnla FIissar 
was so sevcrc artcl constnnt that wc llrought i t  was in camp, alld 
ruslled o u t  to sce n~hcrc il \\*as; b y  thc bright flash of tlic 

mlfikctry vVe could scc t l in l  111c cngagetl?cnt was on the i~eights. 
A11 night the firjtlg \\.as vcry s11al.p; hilt our brnvc lnen hctd 
tIlcir gsountl nol)ly against ovcr\vl~clmi~~g nombcrs. A t  one 
timc tl~cy wcrc so closc thnt our mcn coeld licnr ~liciu saying 
to cach othcr, \\re'I1 SCTVC Lllesc ICitfirs as wc scnrcd CRY,\- 
gt~ari.' \\'c lost R w r y  fitrc ofliccs, Captain Cook, V.C., of lllc 
(;oorkalis, w l ~ o  ~vas fatally ~~oundcd ; nnd \rc also hod L,ic~tlc- 
nnnt 1:crguson of tlic 7 2nd very badly woundcd-n b\rllct 
struck him in t l ~ c  eye and completely dcstroycd it; hc Ilorc 
thc pait1 right bravcly, and \\.as \~ondcrFt~lly cllecrful whcrl 
broiigl~t in to camp. I\'c wcrc u p  all night, not knowing tllc 
nlonicnt wc might bc attcrckcd ; and if \trc had becn, I {car it 
~vould have bccn hut a fccblc resistance that a fcw hr~ndrcd 
mcn could iiinkc agninst thousn~ids of snvagc Afghans, who 
a.crc ycllitig for n clrnr~cc to dcfitroy us; it is n fcarf111 so~rtid 
thesc cruel and bloodfli~rsty crcntlrrcs mnkc. 1 spcnt 111c 
night in mritilt~ lcttcrs l ~ o n ~ c ,  in h e  llopc that tllc dl~k would 
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get through. I t  was R sad task; i t  sccmcd like writing in thc 
iacc of dcntli, for no anc can tcll how thc struggle rilay end. 
Tlinnk God, 1 felt calm and salisfrcd tlint IIc will  supply all 
my nccd, both in lifc and dcntli. I woald no1 bc witliolit tIGs 
cal~ti pcace for all tlic ~vealth of 111clia. I now know tlic power 
of faith in thc (acc of death. I know in whom I havc 
bclicv~l. 

Shu,bo~*t, DCT~III~C.)' I a//c.-Thank God wc .rvcrc not nttackcd ! 
Thc bravc 7znd hcld thcir grou~:d in the gorge, and kcpt 
brick tlre cneliiy. \Vc col~ld scc tlic enciny taking posscs- 
sion of tlle rlsmni Rciglits anil othcr hills, and defiantly waving 
thcir standards fro111 thcir sungars.* All dny our incn Ivcrc 
lighting :it thcgorgc and Cnln I-Iissnr, and tlic wnlls of Slicrpore 
werc manncd. Thc C;uidcs corps cnr~ic in fro111 JugdulJuk, 
n~id j11st ils it was getting dark, General Eakcr's brigndc cainc 
in. This removcd a grcnt dtal of ansicty. Tlic p n d  Gordon 
I-Iigl~landcrs for~ncd part of tllc brigade, without doubt onc of 
the finest reginlcnts i1i India. I t  is vcry foltu~i;~te for us 
that wc liavc tllrcr soch splendid rcginlc~its as lhc 67th, 
7211d, a ~ l d  gznd. Unkcr's brigade wns acnrly surrou~idctl, and 
if t l~c  c~lcniy lint1 possessed evcn a snlnll amount of comagc, 
they might liavc cut them up long before thcy runclrcd Shcr- 
pore. 'I'he ~ic~vs  is not vcry ctlecring. \Vc hcnr that  tllc 
wholc of tlie tribcs nre marching by tlioasnnds on to  Shcrporc. 
I sl~ent a good dc:ll of tinlc in thc llospital tmrds, ntid Ict t hc  
mcn know how w c  wcrc Iiolcling our position, which sccmed 
to cllcer tlrcm. They could hcar the firing, and ~ w r c  m~sions 
to know what was going on. 11 fine litilc drummer-boy, 
\vho was sirfirirlg from fevcr, said, ' \Pcll, I supl)asc I mlist 
shouldcr a rifle: a bravc fcllow, more fit to bc in bed than 
on g~inrd, replied, ' Nevcr mind, Jack, I'll do your scntrp; 
you'd better turn in again.' Xla~iy a nian did his guard tlrat 
night who was more fit to bc in thc hospital ward. 

,.. Sungnr, n s~one~wl l t i l  riAc-pit. 



S/It*r-ort3, Dtc~wibcr I 3th.-Early this niornirig Crencral Dnker's 
brigade formed up just outsidc tlre 7211d Gateway. 'l'lre 
Ge~icrnl rode out and inspcctcd thc troops, when tlrc Gordon 
Iligliln~ldcrs made tllc camp ring wit11 tllcir hearty cllccrs. 
Very soon aftcr they marched tlicy mgagcd thc encmy, and 
hnd n Irnrd fight on  ihc lower range of hills, and thcn fought 
thcir ~vny u p  to the summit, wlrcrc thc Afghans had plantcd 
thcir stxnclards and sccurcd themselves in a wallcd silngar. 
Tlris conical hill ,  as JVC cnllcrl it, hat1 been hcld by thc cncimy 
for thc Inst two (lays, and our. men llnd failed to drive tllc~u o t ~ t  
of their position. Thc position was nn cxcccclingly strong 
one, and only nccessiblc fronl one side. Nothing coulcl with- 
stand tlic dctcrinincd clrnrgc of tlrc g ~ n d ,  nntl wc had thc 
gratification .of sceitig tlic stntidnrds driven rrom tlic hill-top. 
Severnl brave lncn fell that day, among them a f n c  promis- 
ing olficcr of t l ~ c  gznd, Lieutenant Porbcs. 'l'hc cncmy 
was in sunicicnk force to attack us wllile I3nkcr's brigadc was 
engaged on tlic conical hill ,  nnrl tlic cnvalry mndc scvcral good 
charges. ?'he I S t h  Lancers again sulkred severely. Captain 
Chishol~n was shot tbrougll the t1iigl1, but bravcly kept with liis 
~ n e n  and rodc illlo Sllcrporc. \IY hen I saw him in Iris room, Ile 

was very checrfi11, and doing wcll. Just bcfore surlsel: news 
cnltic in that Baker had dispersed the cnemy, nnd WILF rctuming 
to cnmp. Gcncml Rol~crts ancl his staff rodc out to tneet thc  
brigatlc, and when they came in, tlie m c ~ l  of the 7zntl tunrcd 
out niid gnvc thrce hearty cbccrs lo tlreir comrades, tlic 
Gordon I-Iiglrliinders. At sunset I hnd to bury onc of the 
men of the land.  Tirc burial ground is just outsitle tlle 
calrlp, past tlrc 11cad-qi~artcrs' gate. 'The gun-arriages we had 
cnpturcci llad been takcn down to this part of the camp, atid 
used for barricading the gap, and the ground in front was 
covcrcd over with wirc cntnnglernent, so t l~nt in casc of x rusll 
the rncm y would be thro\vn into confrtsion and disorder. The 
f~~ncrnl pnrty crossed t l ~ c  wircs and buried their comr;lrlc u~idcr 



tile mulbcrry trccs, wharc many n brnvr soltlicr of thc Cabul 
force lim buried. Scutrics \vcrc posted will1 loatled rifles to 
gu:trcl our party wl1ilc I rcad n fcw vcrscs frotn that solcmn 
chapter, thc firtcctitll of Corinthian% and onLrcd n bricf 1)raycr. 
l'hc Ti~ncral 11;trty tlicn went throirgh ihc (iring movcnicnt wirh- 
out f i r i~~g ,  as wc 11-trl no blank cnrtritlgcs, and wcrc too dlorl of 
nmmoni~io~i to take out tllc bullcls fro111 1hc ball cartridges. 
\\'c f e d  rntlicr tnorc sccure lo-nig11t ; both brigndcs Ir:tvc IC- 

ttlrncd, Gcncral Alncphcrson holds thc Gala 1-Iissnr, nrlcl 
Gcucml Ualicr is in cnmp. I-Iow all illis fighting fills onc 
wi~h  nwc, and stamps tllc reality-of war ~ ~ p o u  olic's mind l 
Tlrcrc is sorncthi~ig fcnrfully rcnl in \mr, and sometlling fright- 
f11lly R ~ V ~ I I I .  

S/lc'~y?~n', S I I I I I ~ ~ ,  D~~c~. t~ tb i t -  14th.-1\11 0111. ilrrnngctnetlts for 
divinc ser\licc Ilntl to 111akc \!lay for lhc slcrn realities of wal; 
1 noticed n vcry grcal n u m b ~ r  of tlic cnclny nlniosl covcring 
tlic llills closc to canip. At first I thought thcg wcrc otlr mcn, 
bill soor) saw lllc st:undnrds nnd llcnrd the tom-totning, by wl~ich 
I kncw t h y  \iFcrc hlaliomcd Jan's forccs. Ccncrnl Uakcr \vns 
ordcrccl oul to clcnr tlic Ilills. 'I'l~c 7znd wcrc soon rcndy, 
and tlic wholc forcc mndc for thc surrou~iding hcigl~ts. 
'l'lio artillery sllcllcrl tlic cllcmy for somc ti~nc at long rangcs, 
and soon clcnrcd t l ~ c  hiIls, but thcy \rrcrc sooti covercd ag;iin 
hy thousands of Algl~nns. 'l'lic fighting was very scvcrc, 
nnd 111c 7211d suffcrcd very licnvily. Captain Spcns, ~ v i t h  
 bout hitccn mcn, vair~ly attempted to clcnr orlc of the 
heights. fieforc thc regimcnt ~nnrclied out of G ~ I ~ I ~ I ,  \vc wcre 
talking togcthcr on thc pnradc-ground (\r.llilc thu 11rcr1 ncre 
fillli~~g in), and Ilc remnrkcd, ' I don'l fee1 vcry fit this morning,:,' 
\vliicl~ was not to be wonderccl :tt as hc llnd hecn on  duty 
night a t ~ d  dny sincc the I I th. I t  was a nlc~~lornblc parade for 
lhc 7211d. M a n y  colilradcs stood sidc by siclc for thc last 
t i c .  'Ihc mar lookcd cnl~n and rcsolutc. Tlrey would 
not linvc lookcd smart cnougll lor n pnraclc at Stirling Cnstlc. 



'j'llcir u~liforiii \inas n rlnrk bro\vri (!;iY~cc) colour, vcrg nq1rcll 
soiled by acathcr, and very nilrc1i lor11 by tllc rouglr \vorlc 
of tlic cnmpnig~r. Somc warc tartali trcws, nncl soil~c h a c l  
' k;7kcc8 ; sotnc had two or thrcc difercnt kiticls o l  buttons, rind 
others had ilonc ; thcir llclmcls had o11cc been pipe-clnycd, b i ~  t 
llow Iijnny\rFcrc slinl~rlcss and h r  froin he ing~~h i t c  ; thcir boots 
tfpcrc brown wit11 chist, illstcad of bcing bright wilh b lack i~~g  ; 
birt 110 olic \\.:IS clrccketl. It was n war parade beforc L I I C  
cncnly, ntld not n swnggcr l~nrndc bclorc narscmaids a n d  
~)era~i~bulntors. 01tc thi~lg \\*as tllougllt of, ;und o111y one t11ilig 
was ncccssar); and that was for tllc Q~nrtcnnastcr to scc tllnt 
tllcy wcrc supplictl will1 am1nunitio11. \\'hcu  hat w:~s ojper, 
thcy m;~rcl~cd arvay willl a firm and steady tramp, and you fell; 
satisfied tltnt thcy vTcrc mcn \\4io would do tlleir duty in thc 
fic1.c~ strr~gglc 011 thc llcigllts. Poor Spcns never returned. 
His was n striking instn~rce of fidelity to dcatl,. \\'hcu llrc wilr 
brokc out, he was an rhe point of Icavi~ig Ihc scrvicc and taking 
~~osscssiion of  n fine cstntc in Scotlnnd, wiiich Ilc hnd inhcritccl. 
Instcnrl of cnsc nncl lusury, 11c ncccptctl t l ~ c  lrnl-dsllips or tIlc 
cn~lipaigti, and iollo\\*ctl Iris rcgirncnt like n tt.\~c soldier, rind 
dicd at tlrc post of duty, lcndi~lg his Inen in action. Instcacl 
of homc, it was n gmve under thc mulberry trccs in thc liltlc 
cc~iictcry of Sl,erlrore. I-Iis nnmc will long bc chcrishccl will1 
rcvcrcllcc anti rcspcct in tllc gnllntit 7znd. 'I'hc Xloeo~nin 
Rnl-tcry lost its guns, and thc d c t a c h ~ ~ r c ~ ~ t  undcr Colotlcl 
Clnrkc hntl to rctirc to thc bolt on^ of thc hill. \irlicn thc 
rcgiment returrlcd cvcryonc felt sad and cast-down. Poor 
young Chisford was among the killcd, nrrd thirty-sis men wcrc 
killcd anrl woooderl. I wcnt down to t l ~ c  hospital-tcnt nnt l  
helped thcm wit11 thc woentlcd, who wcrc coming in vcry 
rapidly, himy 1uct1 were badly hit, scvcr;il mortally ~vountlcd, 
: ~ n d  somc 11nA died in Ihe dlroolic, nnd wcrc brol~glit i n  
ilcarl. I grcntly admired the cnlnl quict I.iinnncr or Surgcon- 
3Iajor Roe attending thc wotmdcd. \Yhcn n tnnn \\.as rcstlcss 



from pain as lie probcd for the bullct, he \vould quietly say, 
You're only making it worsc, tny man.' I n  bnd cascs the 

men had to bc csarni~icd under clilorofornr, I saw a rougl~ 
bullct taker) out of n poor rcllow's back. hln~ry werc wounded 
in the tllisll n~td stonnach, evidently sllot as thcy wcrc going up 
the hill. It was a fciirlttl sight of blood ancl dnst, lnen groan- 
i ~ i g  ~vitli piin arid dying in agony ; tlhooIics and cliarpoys wcrc 
covcrcd with blood. ?'fie hospital-tcnt llns nothing but tlic 
agony, and nonc of  the glory of war lo revcal. l 'he tent in 
which thc dcad bodics werc placer1 was a ghastly sight ; nlnny 
of thela were fccnrfully n~utitntcd, so~iie werc Irnckcd from the 
feet to thc Ilead, and others llnd thcir noscs cut off Sotile 
had tlrcir Ireads blown to yieccs by ch~rges of powder hcing 
~~lncetl  in thcir nrot~tlis. Onc poor crcnturc had his llcnrt 
cue out, All this has a hardening efihct 11l)on our mcn, 
\\fho nrc terribly esasperated, and will give no quarter wlien 
thcy mect again. 'I'his is one of thc fearful horrors of this 
wnr; tlicrc can bc no clttnrter on citlicr side. \\'ounded 
Afghans have again and ngain shot our lrrell as they passed 
them on tlic ficlrl, and X lrnve heard rncn say, bcfore an 
engngmncnt, that they would shoot thcmsclvcs ratlicr tlian fall 
into tlic merciless 11:lnds of tlic Afglrans. Tllere is something 
very fcarf~~i in the tlnought of a woundcd man falling into thcir 
hands. This was n dre;tdfill Sabbath. I-Iaw oftcn I thought 
of thc songs of praisc wlricli were asce'nding from pcnceftil 
congregatianu, and contrasted their I ~ ~ p p y  condition wit11 our 
canrp of wnr,  with its noisc and din of conflict, I visited tlic 
din'crcnt hospital-~vards and llad slrort scrviccs in crrch, for 
which the men werevery grateful. \Vlicn the last oftlnc wou~ided 
had becil brought in, s cry was raised, ' XInn the walls !' Sick 
~ n e n  lcft the hospital, ant1 shouldered their rifles on guard all 
night. \Ye cspcctctl tllc Afghans ivould I ~ R V C  followed our nlen 
LO Sherporc 11ow that all the troops had been ~uitIitlm\vn from 
the licigl~ts. But providentinlly they thought Inore about 



t l ~ c  rupccs in lllc 31;11a llissal., nnd sct lo work looting tl,c 
city instcnd of attnckirlg our camp. 

A11 night t l ~c  walls serc strongly guardetl, so that tllcre was 
no chnncc of oi~r  being tnkcn by snrprisc. At nlidniglit I 
went ronncl tlic walls wit11 \V---- of lhc 7211d, W I I O  had to nc- 
c o m l ~ n ~ ~ y  the Colonel ; no otic lhottgl,t of tnrning in-we I~nd 
bccrl sitting up in tllc lncss hut. I11 onc o f  tlie b:tslions t l~c  
artillcry ofticcr in clrargc was :In old corrcspondcnt of mine. 
Altholigh w c  Ilnd nevcr mct, wc llnd known each otlicr n long 
tilnc by corresponding, and as soon as hc hcnrd my name, Ilc 
jumpcd u p  nlld snid, ' l\'lly, Gregson, this is n strangc place to 
l~icct you in,' nr~d so i t  was. M y  friend Cnlltnil~ Campbell did 
good scwicc a1 that bnttcry bcforc wc left Shcrpore. 3,rost of 
the officers wcrc rollcd 111) in hr~gc poshtcons, nt~d slccping as 
soundly as if they wcrc in tl~eir own qnz~rtcrs ; tllc rncn had 
I~lnnkcls and their greatcoats. Nhcn r1.e caliic to Gencml 
J3nkcr's qunrtcrs, l ~ c  \\*as so~uiid aslcel) in his clinir, but rcndy to 
Lurn out iu a moment. As it was no longer snfc in thc tent, 
evcry one had to gct inro the roonis at tlic gntcwny, although 
tl~cy wcrc not finislrccl. T h e  Quartcrmastcr vcry kindly gnvc 
mc R corner ill his qunrtcrs; poor young Chisford, wbo wns 
killed yestc~.tlny, hat1 sllnrcd tllc rootn. Uullcts werc constnlltly 
f;tlling ill camp; one struck tllc ground close rn where I \\'as 
st:~nding, :,which nrndc me fccl esceedingly thankful for the 
sllcltcr afiordctl by t l ~ c  qlrartcrs in thc 7211d (;atc\~ay. 

Sh,)j3orc; l)Sti'~?d~*r 1 6th.-X find thc cllnngc froin iny tent to 
qilartcrs very :~cccptablc, sncl crijoy n wood fire at njglrt ; thc 
\vcatlicr is gdiing coldcr cvery day, and tlrc clouds look likc 
sno\v, it is to bc hopcd tlrnt tllc wcathcr will not bc very scvcre, 
or thc surcring will bc vcry grcnt sinong thc nstivc LrOODS and 
camp followers. 'I'hc nlcn are hard ilt work a11 day strcngtlien- 
ing the wcnk points nntl fortifying thc ncnrnroo Ilcigl\ts. The 
heavy g i n s  we took fro111 tljc A~nccr arc being used ngninst 
Ilis lroops frorn our b;rstiolrs. Information h:~s  comc in that 



wc arc to 11c attncketl in  rorcc to-night. Every gatcway 11;rs 
bccn strorrgly barricaded, ntld ~ h c  scntrics m;ln ~ h c  wnlls night 
nnd tiny. \\'c arc cspccting GOII~II'S brigndc, anrl thcrc \\us n 
riuil>our hc would bc in to-night. Jus t  I~ciorc suusct I wcnt to 
tllc top of tllc gatc\i6ny, which comnln~~ds a vcry cslcllsivc 
vjcii*, irt thc hopc of sccirlg a heliogl.al)ll flasll n ~~icssagc from 
Batknk, but was disnppointcd. I rcpcatcd ' I.Iold thc Fort ' to 
tlie guard on t l~c  gateway, at wl~icll ~nruly of tllc mcn smilcd, 
and ouc snit1 carncstly, ' Yes, our tr~isl is in thc 1.ord.' 13uring 
tllc nCtcl.nooll some nnld towcrs closc to our cninl) wcrc I>lowtl 
up, as they ;~ifordcd slieltcr for thc cncmp. Uilforlrrnntcly wc 
llnvc scvcrnl villagcs and ~~allccl psdcns closc LO our I.)astions, 
mtiicli will :\fiord good shcitcr 1\~11cn thc Afglln~is bcgi~i tllcir 
attack. 

S/rsrp~~+t,  Bsnt/ibrr* 17th.-IYc havc triucli LO I)c thankful for 
tha t  we passed n cluict night. hlnhomctl J n n  is looting [lie 
baznnrs in t h e  city, nncl carrying ofr' thc trcasurc and powtlcr 
from the Dnla Hissnr; nnrl IYC Ilcar that the I-Iintloos arc 
surcring fcarfirlly from the h~lahonrmcdnns, 1\.11o blcw somc of 
thcm 1111, Ily ~)lltti~lg thcrn on hcnps of powdcr, \\.lricll they pilctl 
I I ~  in thc bi~zx~ar; tllcy tiirnccl tllcic wotncu out naked, a~rcl tllcn 
complc~cly dcstroycd thcir iiouscs, a id dr~g  up tllc floors, in 
I-bc hollc of gctting r~lorc loot. 'l'lie people of Cabal will find 
sonrc rlif~crcncc bctivcen thc city takcn l ~ y  XI;~lromcd Jnr~ arld 
C;cneral Xabcrts ; Lo tllc crcdit o l  l l ~c  Xritisli 11rlny be it said 
~hnt  otlr mcn respected thc honour of the women and thc 
ixopcsty o l  thc pcople. It was more like ~ l l c  cntrance of a 
l~otccting army, than an avenging force, to nvcnge the ~n\rrcicr 
of our Embassy. Stern justicc ~rlight hnvc rcrli~cccl Ci\lrnl to 
n hcnp, but justice terilllcrcd will1 mercy has punishcd the  
offcndcrs 2nd savcd thc iuiioccnt. 'I'llc charitable dispensary in 
thc c e n k  of thc city was n very practical cvider~cc of orir good 
will to tlre people of Cnbul, Tile men arc very l~cnvily n'orked, 
niglrt and day, and we have grcat cmlse to bc thankful that we 



ltnvc not had airy sno\if, although i t  looks likc snowing every 
day. \\'c are cspectitig an nltnck lo-clay ; t l ~ c  cltcmy co~jic out 
inlo ~ h c  garclws anrl llidc bcliind ~ l t c  walls; now and thc~l a 
stnndiiud-benrcr tnkcs 1111 nu nrlva~lccd position mltl gcts n f c ~  
nmrc to follow hinr. I'l'o~hing cat1 uscccd ~ l l c  wotldcrftil su1:rrt- 
~ lc s s  of ~hesc mcn ; tllcp nrc very first.class skirmishers, and 
take ndvantngc of evcrp slonc. Now a ~ l d  tltcu n pulf of smoke 
lces 11s k~iow wllcrc an 11fgl1an hiis got within range, and llic 
conslanb wliizi: of Lhc bullcts lcavcs you in no doabt as to the 
filct tlint tiic nltack Ilas bcgun. About hall-past twclvc llrc fcst 
g ~ n  \\'as hrcd iron1 Cn~r~pbcll's bastion, arld con~i~luccl u11LiI 
dark, T h e  cnclny kcpt \vcll undcr covcr, hardly venturing 
in10 tllc opcn ground be~\vccn our wall nad ilrcir \~illagcs, l'hc 
wounded had to lrrc niovcd out of thc 1al.g~ tcnl illto the rcmnda, 
as tlic bullcls wcrc falling rat l~cr too near LIIC pcor rcllows 
who 11nrl cscnpccl wit11 thcir livcs front ~ l i c  cngngclnetll ori 111c 
r I tlr. It \\.auld have bccn vcry Imrd lirics for ~ l l c  n o l ~ ~ l d c d  
to hnvc bccn killetl in thc hospitnl tcnt 1 visited thcm ia tllc 
wartls nntl vcrar~dn, n~lcl foi~ntl onc or L\rlo poor f c l l o ~ ~ s  vcry 
low. Olic poor man, \\~lio nl,pcnrctI to bc dying, sent tlic lnnn 
who \\,as over I~ im lo ask rlic to comc n~ld pr;ty wit11 hirn. I-Ic 
\sns vcry nttcntivc, and lislc~icd \ \ l i ~ l l  cvidortt tlia~~kf~rlncss lo lllc 
mcssagc of tlic Jovc 01 God, who is nblc nnd \villing to sacc to 
thc 'ut~crmost all u-110 conrc to I-Iim. \Vc llnvc heard constalit 
firing in thc oily, and saw a gtcat esplosion of gunpo\vdcr :~t 
tile Bala I-Iissnr; Trnm nll wc l~cnr  thc city pcop\c nrc sulkring 
fcariully. \Vhcn on thc gatcway I \us m ~ ~ c l l  nii~uscd nt n very 
clever bit of skirmisliitig. Sollic 11fghnns wcrc crossiug atlr 
front, n11c1 having to leavc tllc cover of a \18all for about fifty 
yards, they u!ilii..cd n do~tkcy fbr shcltcr. E'jwt of fill the 
clankey \rras trottcd out fmm bcliintl tltc \w+all, nnd thcn two or 
throe r\fgl~nns clodgcrl bchiitd it, :und fired ht 11s ns soon ns 
they got 1111tlcr covcr again. 'I'lic whizz of x bt~llcl soon 
let us ktrow thnt Lhcy cot~lcl n ~ : ~ k c  good use of iI dorlkcy. \Yc 



are now ansio~~$y cspecting Gotrgh's brigndc to rc-iniorcc us, I 
nlnrly arc tlic questio~ls nskcd in tllc llospitnl about his 

ndvance. 6 \f/ill /rc 6z ,znb/t 10 ,@ h ~ 2  ?' ' Cat1 I ~ c  get frnns~ort?' 
6 Hc I ~ I I I S ~  bc 11~ar now,' arc the kind of rcrnarks passed round. i 
I read Sn~lkcy's Irymn, ' Hold thc Port,' and from many tllc 
hcnrty response cnnic : ' (11(/1,~-d zed  ill/' Thcrc werc 110 doubts 
ill  tllcir 1~1i11ds 8s to our Iiolding Slierpoxe, and altliot~gh the 
dlltics \sser~ very heavy, nothing dnunlcd their dctcrrilincd 
spirits. 

sh,,;?clrs, DL+c~'III~L;~ ~S/h.-Hnd tlic lusnry of slceping~vitl~out 
my Ilcnvy L)oots, and hopc bcforc long to get tlly clotlles off 
ollcc Inore; a g r ~ ~ t  lilnny in camp would givc n deal far the 
treat I cnjoycd of sloeping withoat 111y book. TIIC night ~>assed 
cjitictly, but I was called before it was ligl11 by my companion, 
wllo told IIIC that we werc to be nttackcd in half nn honr, as 
hc msl~ed out of our roonl to look nftcr his men, \vho atere 
forming up oi~lsidc thc gntc\vny. There was a grcnt scare in 
camp this morning by n report that the fo l lo~~~ers  of tho 
Irientlly Afghan Sirdi~rs in camp werc going to set firc to nll 
our storcs of bhoosn (straw), These questionable friends uteri. 
speedily turnerl out of camp, nand thc great Unod Shah, latc 
General in Irakoob Klrnn's army, was made n prisoner. 
\\'c sliauld bc safcr \vithout any Jl'it~tdjy Sirdars in camp; 
for my part, 1 don't 1)elicvc that any of thcn~ are our friends. 
\iJe'rc simply being used by thcm under the prctcncc of 
friendship, to protect tlicm against rival claimants for po\ipcr 
nncl position. 

1,iculcnnnt E- of thc 7211d who was shot tl~rougli tlie 4 
ncck, is doing rvonderft~lly wcll, and is renlarkably chccrfnl. 
It was n vcry narrow cscapc ; tho ball pnsscd through his ncck, 
and the i~lfinitesilnnl part of an inch on eithcr sidc would 11nvc 
killed him on the spot. Captain C-- ot the IXtR Lancers is 
~n:tlring n good recovery; tho ball wcnt clcnn through Iris 
thiglr, but although in grcnt pain hc kept his scat, and came in 



wit11 his rncn. Contrary to all especlntion, lllc Coloircl of ~11e 
IXth is still nlivc, but wc fcor thcrc is very little Iropc of rc- 
covtry,* I rcgrct to lrcnr ~ h n t  pmr Captain Cook of tirc 
(;oorknirs is not likely to rccover. 

T l ~ c  cspected attack did not begin much bcforc tvvclvc 
o'clock, W ~ C H  tlic firing was vcry sharp at. Campbell's bastion, 
and was kcpt up with a den1 of spirit till dark. 'I'hc cncmy, 
nccordirlg to ~lreic custom, kept wcll nndcr covcr, so that they 
did irot suricr much fro111 our Grc; solnc of the Ilouscs illust 
Ilnvc bccn knockcd abont by our shells, ns we silw a great dcal 
o i  dust wherc Ilwy Fell. On my way to l l ~ c  Ilospitnl 1 wcnt 
along lhc rampart, but soon for~ild it too lrot Lo vcnlurc filrtlrer ; 
tlic bullcts wcrc falling all round, :uld one struck tlic grot~nd 
close to 111y feet. One of Lllc mcn tunred to rile and stid : 

170n'd bcttcr not comc licre, sir,' and as nothing corlld bc 
gninccl by goiag furFlicr, 1 tunlcd back :u~d wcnt dawn tlic 
covered vcranda to ttrc hospital wards, whcrc I fou11cl khc 
poor fclloks nnsious to know Irow thc attack was getting on. 
It wns very cucitirlg and trying for them, to llcar tlic coastant 
rnttlc of tllc firing witlrout bcitlg ~ b l c  to lnkc any  par^ in tlrc 
cngagcmcnt I s l ~ c i l ~  tlrc Rrcntcr part of the nftcrnoo~r in the 
wards, nnd they were vcry thankful for iny visit. Mrc trad very 
fcw casuatlics-only two or thrce womldcd, and onc Scpoy 
killcd. 

S~~L' I~OTL;  D C ~ L ' I I I I ~ ~ .  ~g/h.-As I walkcd Irom thc mcss-hul 
Inst evening I Cclt Llrc stlow falling on m y  Iacc, Lhc first l'cl icll 
for many years, and  ccrtni~rly ncvcr  though^ that 1 sIrorlld bc 
in n snow-storm at Cabiil. I n  the morning tllc wl.rulc ccltnp 
was nboul a foot decp in snow ; guns, tcnts, hots, and malls 
werc all tllickly covcrcd, aud the wholc of the ground, t11c 
trecr, and the hills round Slrcrporc mere bcnotifully whitc a i th  
snow. It was nn csccedi~lgly grand sight to scc tllcsc snow- 

:' 'rlli5 brnvc oficcr, Coloncl Clellantl, died at Alurrec Ironi tlic cfkcts of 
the wuuncl. 
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clad mountains towcring OIIC above tllc othcr, likc n gigmitic 
flight of stairs, rcnching t ~ p  to thc lofty s~~mmits of tlic I-Iindoo 
Iioosh. Snolv in 1)ecumbcr made us nll think of Romc, though 
it scc~ntld crud mockcry to bc rc~nindcd of oor Fsthcrlntrd by 
snow nt Cabal. Uuring thc tlny I was llusy helping \V-- 
m:rkc R list of 1mor C--IS kit. I-lc wns n fine young oflicer, 
and only sou. I-Iu was tire Inst man shot 011 that drendrol 
1.lti1 whcn thc 72nd lost so many brnvc mcn. It was n sad 
task to fold 111' half-finisl~cd lcllcrs to his ratller nnd mother. 
I placcd tlrcnr it1 nn cnvelopc to bc sctlt Iromc, with n test out- 
side : ' ;\Iy God sliall suppIy all your llccd out of I-Iis riches 
i n  glary by Christ Jea~s.' No other powcr or love can s~ipl>ly 
tlic neccl ofii I~rokelr Ilcart. 

All day the cncmy kept 111) :t firc on our position. \Ye lost 
n fine ~ O L ~ I I ~  i\rtill~ry ofhcer to-day close to thc Bcmnroo vil-  
Ingc ; owing to n thick fog Iic didn't sce tint thc enemy ]lad 
posscssion of n villagc which 11c was pnssing, rind tllc first 
intiruntion tvns a shot fired from a holrse, wliich mortally 
woanded him. A gallant soldier pnssect ilwny to-day, from 
woands lic rcccirlccl OH tlic 13tI1-C~ptni1i Cook of tllc 
Goorknhs; hc had just got his brevct mnk as filajjorr, and also 
the mach-covctcd honour of V.C. for scrvices in last year's 
cspcdilio~l, and now, ]mar fcllow ! he Icaves thcsc well-enrncd 
honorrrs, with all tlrat's c ~ T I I ~ I ~ ,  011 this side of tllc grave. 
Ncithcr scallh nor rcwnrds go bcyotrd rtlis barrier. Men have 
hccn sent out with lcttcrs in tho hopc that thcy may reach 
Cjough's brigade; they get twcnty rupccs to start n.itli, and 
thirty when they return, if thcy ever do. Thcp run grcnt risk, 
as tlrcy are certain to Ilc killcd if thc enclny s~lspects tIle~n of 
carrying Icltcrs, Sliould letters bc found on thcnr, they would 
be cut down on tllc spot. 

S~CTIJOTL; DCWIII~CT ~at/I.-It was n splendid sight this mom- 
ing to see the sun rise, lighting up tllc snow-clad Iiills wit11 pn1e 
pink nnd dcep crinrson shndcs of colour*, innking them glow 



1 with crimson brightness, bringing vividly to nliild Cnn~phcll's 

i During thc day t ~ v o  hcnvy picccs of ordnnncc wcrc plnccd 
in posilion 011 our rro~lt bnstions, to fire upon n fortified villngc 
nlhich llns givc~i 11s a dcnl of troublc cvcr sirlcc we wtrc shul 
in. Our mull arc not allo\vcd to firc without ordcrs, owing to 
the atnmunilion being vcry short. Knch rcgirticnt has rnadc n 
retlirrl of thc nrr~nbcr ol rounds in store, and grcat cnrc will be 
neccicd to prcvcnt any nccdlcss waste by random firing. N o  
onc can tcll how ~uuch  dcpcr~ds on having sullicicr~t 1v11cn t l ~ c  
last attack is m,zdc. Old Cromwcll's orders arc almost rcpcntctl, 
' l'nlst in Got1 ant1 kccp your powrlcr dry ;' \vc can say, ''l'rust 
in Gorl and takc cnrc o i  your amniunition.' l'hc Gcncral nnd 
his Staff cnmc round our \vnll to-day, and though hc must have 
n vcry wisioirs lime of i t ,  h c  looked chccrlul nnd confident ns 
to tllc rcsalt. 'Thc men \\pill stand by llim to the last. Olliccrs 
ant1 lncn 1 i ; l . r~  grcnt conficlence in him. No news yct or  
Gonglr's biigncIc, so  that bvc arc bcginuing to gct nnxiot~s nborlt 
the rclicf. I\'llat alisiety thcrc must bc about us, both in India 
and England ! 

S/rr'tport, J ~ L Y L L I I I ~ ~ ~ . ~  rst.--At one o'clock 111 is ~llornj 11g we 
were 111rncd out by tllc rcscrvc falling in, as nn n t~ack was 
cxpwtcd immcdintcly. Alter kccpi~lg thc mcll marching about 
ti11 three o'clock they ti~rncd in again. TI lc  grou~lcl was covered 
with snow, and thc cold wns vcry scvcrc a t  tlial early honr in lllc i monling. Our lncn arc rcnrly for any emergency, and can lurn 
olit nt oncc, A11 this ruust bc esccedingly trying for tllc nntivc 
troops. At ninc o'clock thc big guns opcncd on tlic villngc it1 

our front, and caonol~acled for about two honr;. As so011 as 

tllc roar hnil ccascd, the yard fomnlcd up for 1l)ivine Scrvice, 
undcr ~ h c  l>rolcctio~~ of thc  hig11 gntc\vny, which preve~~tcd the 
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laen frolll bcillg hit, ns tlre bullets w c ~ ~ t  \vhizi..ing orcr our 
ilcads \vitR the usn;ll ping ! llillg ! 1 read thc fiftcctrth clral~tcr 
of tllc ~~~~~~l by Lake, and gave n bricf nddrcss, and offcrcd a 
sllort ljraycr delivcrancc and protection fr.orn our Fothcr 
in I-[cnven. '1.h~ scrvicc was ncccssnrily very bricf, but it was 
bcttcr lllnn none. Surcly this is n t i~nc  to rc~ncnlber God, and 
to call upoil I-Iim in n time of ds~gcr .  1Vllat a strange Sabbath ! 
Ilow rllrict hours whcrc congregalions haire no fc:lrs and 
no nlnrnls of w.lr ! Instearl of charcli bells calling congrcgn- 
tions, buglc ~lolcs s01111dcd thc hlI-in before sunrise, and thcn 
a Ilcn\~)l firc told us  that an attack was lhrcalencd. Guns roar- 
ing, :lnrl tllc rnttlc or lhc riflcs, nnd thc ping I ping ! o l  wlri~zing 
blllt~ts, w r c  s t ra~lge~surrou~rdi~g~ for Divillc \\'orship. 

Great rcgrct is fclt throughout thc camp at t l ~ c  death of alnjor 
Cook, who was boricd to-day, ' b c  Ccncrrtl and Skilff nllcnded 
lllc sad scnlicc, :inrl his brothcr was ohligcd to I)c carried in 
dnntlg, owing to n wound lic had rcccivctl in action. It was n 
lrrost an'ccting sigllt, n woi~ndcd brotlrm nttcncling the fiincral 
of his brolhcr, \vho w n s  corrgratulatcd only a fcw \vccks ago on 
receiving I~is honours, but had soon lo part with tlic~a in thc 
cold gcrvc of 1)cath. TIN death-roll of ofliccrs in this war has 
bcen w r y  IIBRYY ; tlnotlrer is vcry dangerously ill-Coloncl 
Clarkc of the ~ 2 n d . ~  I-Iad a slrort scrvicc in the hospital 
\vnrds, wliich tllc mc~l  greatly cnjoyed. 

In thc afternoon so~iic of thc p n d  and nntivc troops, 
with two giii~s, \I'CII~ out nftcr some ICohistanccs, who wcrc 
~'nssi~rg alorrg the vnllcy on thc othcr side oC the Bcmaroo 
vill,~gc. It is n good thing for tl1c111 Lo scc that wc are not 
afrclid to lcnvc our camp whal wc havc tIic 1c:rst chnncc of 
ntti~cki~rg thcm. Nothing nluclr could bc done, as tlrcy soon 
took to tlrc hills when thcy saw our troops wcrc nftcr them, 
n~rd to follorv tlicm up t l~c  hills \voi~lcl have k c n  n great wastc 
of slrcngtlr nnd possibly life, ns nonc of our lllc~l can climb a 

' Colonel Clarkc dicd at Nlnliabail on his {yay home. 



rough hill-side likc the Afgh;ra, wlto knolvs cvcrg pall, a ~ l d  
appears to bc Lzmilinr \vith eilcry rock. 

S/,r:qk~r,', Dmwrbt.?' ??rtd.-'l'liank God we had n rlr~ict niSlrt ; 
o n l y  a Ic\tl slrots wcrc tircd, 2nd 110 one wns Ilit. \\'I: llnvc 
rcccivcd the good news tlrat Go~~gh ' s  brigadc h;~s crossctl the 
J,ntnbuud Pass and mny really bc cxt~cctcd to-morrow. 1,nst 
night  two sqrmdrons of 11~11gd CtvaIr)* wclit out to rncct tlicnr 
bcyond Butk;ik, Lo sho\v tllcm tllc way in, atrti wcrc fo rh~~r ;~ tc  
i n  crossing tlrc C;rbul river and gclting right away bcforc they 
wcrc attacked. \\'e hnvc bcni cspcctitig tllc brigndc so la~rg 
that no o~rc  can rcalirc t h c  h c t  tlint Gough will rcnlly 'be here 
to- norr row, nnd cnabtc us  to drivc hIaliorucd Jan orit of 
t l i c  city. Alter brcnkhst X wcnt t lowl~  to t11c lirrcs of thc 
92ntl to  scc our mcn, ntlrl alo glad to find that tlrcy arc 
s tnunch  to thcir ~)lcdgcs. 011 my way back I cnllcd in to scc 
Cnptsin C-- of tllc Inncers, :~ntl was plcnsed to iind hint 
m n k i ~ ~ g  a rapid rccovcry. I-Ic lrnd n \~rondcrl~~l escape : tlic 
mnri wlro sliot hinr \vns only a b o ~ t t  ciglrl yards of( ;uld a 
secontl mnlr fired still closer, brrt lortunatcly missed. In  tlrc 
cxcitei~rcllt o l  war wc arc very apt to forgct tlrc lovitrgkindncss 
of God in t l~c  Itour of dnirgcr, and t o  spwk or good-luck, 
instcad of ackno~\*lctlging thc Itand that has pratcctcd us. 

'I'hc vill;~gc o n  ortr front ivl~icli we catrnonadcd ycstcrday 
Clo~sti't SCDI~I  lo lrnvc s ~ ~ f k r c t l  moch; the clrelily arc ns busy ns 
ever firing at our gateway, and gather just as freely on thc t o p  
of llicir hoascs. Tlresc m r ~ d  ~~illngus arc vcry hard to k~ruck 
down by r o ~ ~ ~ r r l  shot or shell, nnd cat1 only bc rcduccd Ijy 
anir~cs blowing thctir up. 

1 wcnt rorlird to  Captain Cnmpbcll of tlrc Attillcry, and round 
llim busy maki~rg n list of poor bl-'s kit. 'U~is sad and drcnry 
t:rsk takes away thc glitter rind glory of war. In  this cnsc n fine 
J ~ O I I I I ~  oficcr S ~ S K I C ~  do\v11 i n  thc strength olliis ~nnnhoocl, leaving 
brotlrcr ofiicers to rege t  Iris loss to the  scrvicc, and tllosc wbo 
are nenrcr and clcnrcr to gricve over the lllclliory of n loved 
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one fallen in battle. Thc auction of n soldier's ki t  is n strnngc 
contrast to such fcclings of regret and gricl: Tllc nrlctionecr 
tries to realize high prices by n joke or cstrnwgnnt description 
of n corilb or brush, but no Ilearty Inngh is raised or hcnrd. 
Engcr faces look sad and tl~o~~ghtlul, :it tinlcs trying linrd to 
smile ; but thc whispcr, It may be 111y turn next,) ~nakcs evcry 
one fccl that n war auction is a snd :u~d sorrowftrl gntllcring. 
Ncn.s 113s conic jn that 111c cavalry l~nvc lost tl~ree killcd aud 
tcn wor~nded. T11cy werc nttackcd nt Iiutkak on their way to 
Lntabund. \ire nrny cspcct Cough tomorrow, and not a day 
too soon; our Inen nrc alrllost worn out with conslant duty. 
Xobly have thcsc brnvc fcllo\vs grarded our camp night and 
day sincc tlic cleventl~ of thc month. 

Shcrporr; Dt.ccntbrmr q ~ d - I  \\*;IS aroused by tlic t ramp of 
lncn outside our window, and discovered thnt the 72nd nrerc I 
filling in, and beforc wc wcrc outsidc our qnaricrs, n loud 
voicc shoatecl in lhc gatc\rny, 'Turn out, wc'rc attnckecl !' 

I 
A bittcrly cold turn-out, in the dark, it mas ; 2nd not n moment 
buforc thcy aerc tvnntcd, for soon vollcj~ after volley rattled 
away in stern reality by the Beniaroo villagc. It was evidently 
hot work, and n very desperate light between nn ovcrtvl~cln~it~g 
forcc of Afglrnns on tlic weakcst part of our dcfcnccs ; but  our 
troops wcrc s d l  nblc to hold tlicir own, and polired n deadly 
firc upon the advancing cncmy, who ~nndc a sharp attack 
nt this point. Our mcn of tllc 9a1ld and 67th ncvcr flinchcd 
for n second, and cvcntually drove thc enclny from thc 
villagc. IVhilc this figlrting was going on at 13cmaro0, a 
rcry strong force tlircntcncd our front; and long before 
thcy fired a sirlglc shot, tllcy wcrc l~ot~litrg and tom-toming* 
to screw itp courage to comc on, and drivc us out of Sher- 
porc, as tlicy had vainly bonstctt tllcy would. For days they 
hatl been busy making s~~ling-ladders, and llnd no doubt as 
to tllc rcsult : but littlc did they know of the aidurulce and 



courage of British soldiers.-'l'hc attack conilncnccd at  half- 
pnsl h c ,  31id thanks to a fricndly 1Jindoo in tlic city, we wcrc 
prcparcd; lrc c;inre last night nrld tolcl tl~cni nt Iiendqunrtcrs 
thal: the grcnt Afghan XIoollah, hluskcc 121Ian1, \rould throv 
~ O I I I C  powdcr on one of their fircs on thc Asmni hcightsntl~alf- 
p u t  five tliis nrorning, whicll wor~ld bc a signal for t l x  attack to 
bcgin ; and as so011 as t l ~ c  flnsll ffarcd up on tlrc hill-top, rattle 
went tlic niuskctry of i\lnItomed Jan's forcc, u*liicll had succccdcd 
iu stealthily crcclbing up to the village or~lsidc our cnrthworks 
at 13cm;rroo. Porlunntely for us, wc wcrc rcady Tor thc~n,  and, 
tlrnnks to being forcrvnr~~cd, we were waiting lor t11c signal to 
attack. I-Iow littlc did the grcnt Aloollnlr t l ~ i ~ ~ k  that nritish 
solrlicrs in Sl~crporc were arrsiously waiting for his signal l 
JYhcn I saw tllc b l a ~ e  011 thc Asnini I-Iill, I felt cstrcrnely thank- 
fill that all tlic troops were under nrrns and ready Tor ttlc attack. 
Alter tlrc c~lc~iiy had bceri rcpulscd at thc 13cmaroo villngc, 
thcy opcned upon our Iront, and got stnndards l~lantcd within 
thrcc hundred yards of our gateway. 'Z'hc brokcn walls, arid 
villsgc afrordcd tlrcn~ csccllcnt covct', whiclr t1ley uscd vcry 
skilf~~lly, taking ndvnntngc of every bit of shcltcr. The bllllcts 
wcrc flying about in all directions, and tllc constant ping I pitig ! 
~nadc  US rcali~c tlint it was a determined attack on every sidc 
of our camp. No sooncr r\lcre tlrcy bcatcn 3t onc lmi~l t  t l in t l  

wr saw n standard erccted at: another. Soluctitncs tlic Gl~azccs 
wcnt forward n grcnt distance in advance of t h e  main body, 
nlid waitecl until thcy camc up to the stnndnrd, n11c1 tllcn they 
rniscrl n fcarhrl howl ns they asscmbted near thc flag. ' IVllcn 
our firc was too lrot for tllcln to asscmblc, thcy stuck the flag 
in the ground and left it, in tlic I~opc thnt they woulcl bc able 
to take up  tlic position at some otllcr time. One man SUG- 
cecdctl in planting n standard not far from the I-lcadq~lartcrs 
Gatcway, but lrc was soon driver1 from his ndvnnced position. 
After thc dclent zt Bemaroo in the morning, t h y  tlcvcr vcn- 
turcd into o ~ c n  grouild, or mndc anything like a n  ordcrly 

5-2 



nttnck upon our front. 'I'hc scnling-ladiicrs llnd to bc kcpt 
ltndcr covcr. From our giitewny wc saw a tnan who was 

cngiged t l ~ c  \r+olc dnp in dragging away tlic bodics of nlen 
who fell, ~~r ldc r  covcr of some wall, to bc tlkcn away nftcr (lark. 
l'llc ~Ifghnl~s arc si~ijii~lnrly c;ucf[~l in carrying away thcir clcad. 
I \vntchcd fo~lr mcn carrying t l ~ c  body of n dcnd man Croln :L 

villagc, nt~tl a5 soon ns thoy c.imc fronr thc cover of tllc wall 
our mcn firrcl ; Ihcn thcy thrcn' thc body against another wall, 
jtltlipcd over \\*it0 i i~toni~li i~lg rapidity, and thcn pushtci tllc 
w:i11 down so ns to rcach tilt body, ro1111d \~liic11 they tied n 
pugrcc, and tl~cn thcy dmggcd i t  undcr covcr. XIaybc tlley 
fcnr illat w c  shall nitttilntc tltcir dcnd w thcy have donc 
ours, rind tl~crcforc do their utinosr to carry thcm off tlic 
field. 

In thc aftcr~loon I noticcd n Ilcliogrnph signal ffashcd from 
Dutknk, Iry \\.Iiich s c  kncw t l~a l  Gougli n~oiild so011 bc n l  Shcr- 
port, but anfortr~nntely n clay loo late to co-opcratc with tls in 
defc~iding our camp nnd tlisllersi~~g t l ~ c  Afghan nnny. 

As tlic cncmy drew o f  froul our front, n party 0 1  engineers, 
supl~rtc(1 Ily inlrultry, went oul to Illow u p  sonic of thc vil1nges 
which Iiad given sl~cltcr to tlic cncnly during ihc day, whcn, 
r~nlortanntcly, a vcry sad nccidcnt t l i ~ c \ ~  n gloo~ll over thc 
victory wliicll our brave troops hild gaincd. I\ minc Ilnd been 
nrntlc uncler a lnrgc towcr in t11c vill;i,c,c, nud, by solnc iuistnke, 
tinic was not givcn for t11c fi~scc to born down lo thc mine, 
Aftcr wailing some timc, thc officcrs went to scc avhp tlie mine 
had not csplodcd, but belorc they cottld cscnpe, the esplosion 
took place, and killccl t\vo vcry br:tvc and aLlc men-onc n 
V.C., Captain Dundas, and tRc othcr Liartennnt Nugcnt. I n  
snothcr village nn Engineer officcr Ilnd an csccedi~lgly lrarrow 
escape. Tile men werc busy mining n tower, and \vhilc he was 
csnminitig thc rooms, whiclr hc supposed \tYcrc e m ~ t y ,  a shot 
was fircd from the inside of thc room, ~vounding. him in tlie 
shoulder. By t l ~ c  flash he could see several Afghnns in the 



roonr,  and, in  spitc of lhc wountl, Iic had cour~gc  to shut the 
d o o r  and Caslc~l it just bcrorc the minc was fircil. At sumct 
t h c  cncnry drew off from tlle attack, a11d assonbled on the 
r i s ing  grou~rd in front of tllc Ilaln I-lissnr, as thouglr thcy wcrc 
wailing Tor thc approach of Cough's brigndc, which by this 
tirnc had haltcd at h e  I.ogar Kivcr, nbout six nrilcs irom our 
l>osition. I t  mast have bccn vcry tantalizing for his forcc to  
h e a r  tllc firing all day, and not to bc ncar enough to rcntlcr any 
nssistnncc. If tlrc brigndc had only nrrivcd bcforc noon, o r  
carly in thc afternoon, thc dcfcat of hlahorncd Jan's army would 
h a v c  bccn nlost complete. 

\\'c cantrot si~ficicntly thank God for thc clelivernnce FIc 
has given us o11t of thc hands of ;L cruc.1 nncl morcilehs cncmy. 
O u r  losscs llavc been vcry trifling, cstimatcd at sixty killcd nntl 
wollndcrl ; wl~ilc kho cncnly is thougilt to hauc lost between four 
nrrd !ivc hundred. 'I'hc Afghnn army is supposcd to Iravc 
~lunlbcrcd Bo,ooo, wllilc orir strcngtlr was littlc morc than 
6,ooo; but it was a brave and resolute army, led by nblc and 
fcarless officers, and commandccl by n determined nnd skilrtrl 
Gcncral, who has the confidcrrcc of evcry solclicr in camp : ~vhich 
i s  thc sccrct of the powcr of the Cnbul Ficld Forcc. None of 
us  will cvcr forget t l ~ c  zgrd of Dcccmbcr, and may none of us 
forgct to rcniembcr thc mcrcy o i  our God in tlrc liour of pcril 
a n d  da~igcr I 

AWt~r]urc, D~.ccr)rb<,r z.l//r.--I n\voke this morning to ~ 1 1 ~ .  tramp 
of nlcn idling in, so ns to bc  ready in casc of n rc~jcwcd 
attack being ~nndc o n  our camp, 'I'llc dcntl silcncc whicl~ prc- 
vniled soon provcd that thc cncrny had withdrawn ; Ihc whitc 
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snow \vns ~ultroddcn, and not n sound heard. Sn~oking villagcs 
a n  our fro11t wcra tlm ollly remaining signs of ycstcrday's figlrt ; 
tlre dark colurilns of slnokc appcarcd blackcr by rcasolr of the 
purc \\+1ri~cncss of thc snow, rvhich had fallen dl~ring thc night 
a n d  covered thc high nlountaiti-mnges of the IIi~rdoo Koosh, 
as wcll as t l ~ c  nciglrhouring heights of Siall Sung. Thc pcr- 
fect still~~css \Pas a striking contrast to ycstcrday's constant 
firing, 2nd thc callilncss in ~ i m p  \\'as a grcnt rclicf to tllc bustlc 
of  yesterday's cr~gagcmcnt : i t  was pcnccfiil rcst, making all 
fccl the blcsscd~~css of pcacc. No shnrp rillc-cmck, no piriging 

I L~~l lc ts ,  no hoo~iling guns, no clattcrirly squi~drotis of cnvalry, 
I 

110 wo~lndcd carricd into cmnp in rlhoolies, but calm and pcncc- 
ful rcst. 'I'hc struggle was over, and our bmvc tncn had llrovcd 
Ll~cnisclvcs capnblc of holding their o\\.n and dcfc~iding heir 
calnp ngaitlst ovcrwhclming numbers. 

Aftcr breakfast, the 72nd marcl~cd out lo takc possession 
of thc village which llnd givcn us so lnucll trouhlc by 
shcltcring thc Afghaas wlio had kcpt up a constant: firc upon 
o u r  gateway. Tlrc villngc had bccri dcscrtccl, and cvcrytl~ing 
v n l ~ ~ a b l c  hnd bcen cnrricd away.-l'hc loot \\'as vcry humble 
s tuff ;  it coiisisicd of wood, biloosa, hugc cabhagcs, nild a fcw 
birds (fighting quail) in  cngcs.-Xt was a grcnt trcat to havc tlic 
gnte\\?ay clcnrcd, and to go o~~t s ide  without any dnlrgcr of being 
fired at. 

So011 aftcr clcvcil I saw the ndvanccd-guard of Cor~gh's 
brigade coming over t-hc snow at  thc base of thc Siall S I I I I ~  
m n g c  of hills; our cavalry held the ground whilc thcy mnrchcd 
in-u~~for~unately, orlc day too latc. It scerns il~cy licard lhc 
firing all ycsterdny, but wcrc unablc to gct up in timc to tnkc 
p a r t  in tllc action; a great mortification to tRc \vliole brigadc. 
\Ve now know thc rcnson the brigadc could not gci up soollcr: 
the  whole cou~~l ry  had riscn, and thcy wcrc obliged to Iialt and 
engagc thc ci~einy at Jugdulluk. In crossiag the Latabund 
Pass thcy lost oric hundred and fifty baggage animals.-Prcsh 



regiments arc now bcing pushed up from India, so that thc linc 
I of communication will soon bc rc-opcncd. 

' I lcro is n markcd cllr711g~ in tllc faces 01 all  in cnlnp. For 
thc Inst ten tlnys tllcre llns bcori no qaict jokc or pleasant smilc. 

I 
Evcryonc lclt wc wcre in R grave position, nnd an carncst 
dc~er~ninntion to bc Caithf~il in thc struggle mas scc~i  on cvcry 
countcna~~cc.  Cabulce boys arc comilig in screaming out 
' G~ir,lr ~ o t c d  /' (LIIot brcad !I), and kilt gunrd at tho gatc Iias 
gi'cat deliglll in stoppi~rg Cnbulcc swells who havc not got 
passes. NO one is allowcd into cnrnp without n pass from thc 
political officcr. I ovcrhcard one of tlic nien say, ' It's all ovcr 

Iicrc are boscs o l  g r a ~ c s  and gttrrtr ruttc,' I t  sccms 
rcn~nrknblc tlrnl tlicsc pcoplc havc confidcncc to co111c up to 
t11c gntcway to sell gmpcs, ctc,  after lccding our cnc~nics when 
thcy wcrc in possession of tlic city. \\'bat a tlin'crcncc tl~cy 
must find in our paying tllcm, and h.Iahorncd Jan's 111cn calting 
tlreir thronts nnd blowing tlicm up wit11 powder ! 

The  9th Rcgirncnt ninrchcd in with Gough's brigadc, and 
hnd to wait in thc snow for tllcir bnggngc and tcnts to come up. 
I went ovcr to thcir camp, ant1 round our rnclr glad to scc mc, 
arrd plenscd to bear tcsti~nony to the benefit of nbs~aining from 
liquor on the linc of march. I t  \vns air cscccdingly cokl 
camping-ground ; the snow had to be clcarcd away bcforc tlrcy 
could pitch ~licir  tcnts, and then tlrcre was vcry lilllc straw or 
dry grass lor Lhc men to lic down upon. Evcryonc lrnd some 
wonderful slory to tcll of the ~nnrch from GuutIami~ck, of (Ilks 
which had h e n  looted, of passes which had bccn llcld against 
tlrcm, and of baggagc thnt hntl to bc Icft lbchind as thc column 

I was presscd on all sides by Alghans. 
Tllc grst  11as mnrchcd on from Jc1lal;~bnd to Jugdulluk, 

but half tllc rcgimcnt had to rctnain a t  Snfced S u ~ g  to Ilold 
tlic fort. A11 tllc outposts came on with Gough to our relic( 
so  that the linc bct\\*cen Jugclulluk and this will have to bc 
re-occupied. 



It is vcry interesting, as wcll as rcmarknble, to notice tllc 
great sinlilarity betwccn thc movelrrerrts of the Afghatrs ill  this 
campaign nrrd thosc in 184z, shonting that tlrc trnditiotls of' 
18qz have bee11 chcrisIictl with extraordilrnry csi~clness, and the 
talc rcpcntcd over marly an Afghprl fire, 'l'lie Ilistory of !hat 
war is bettcr known nlrrot~g tlrc cl~ildrcn of Cabal than in tlw 
schools of England. FntIicrs have told if to lhcir cllildrc~l, ant1 
womcn hnvc gossipcd ovcr i t  at the rivcr-sidc, atrd travcllirig 
mcrclraii~s Irnvc passcd nlariy an hour ovcr a camp-fire in 
narrating thc 1r:lgic cvetlts corrlrcctcd with ilrc wild ~noiintain 
passcs of Afghanistan. 

I 111 13~12 Akbnr Khan scrit a mcssagc to Gericral Elphii~stonc 
that I ~ c  t\,o~lld protect Ilinl tlrrollgll the pnsscs il Iic would 
evacuate tlrc cantonn~cnk, and unfortunately irc ncccptcd tllc 
terms, and lost ihc ~vholo of his army, between C a l ~ r ~ l  and 
JcNalnbntl, Dr. Brydeti bcing tlre solc survivor to rcacIr Sir 
Robcrt Salc at that fort. In 1871) tlrc sailrc ovtrturcs wcrc 
mndc to Gcncral Rohcrts, hut he \)-as made of stcrncr stuff 
tIian tllc ofliccr ~ l r o  comrnandud in 1842, aad refuscd to 
trust Ll~e pro~nisc of an Afghan Sirdar, and it was ~rfell for us  
hc did. Thc Dc~naroo villngc was thc vcry placc whcre 
our camp in 1942 11nd llccrl attnckcd, and n.hcrc thc first 
revcrse was sustnilled; but the atlack in 1379 {\,as gallantly 
dcfenclcd, the cnclrly leaving tlrcir slain on  lie field and 
rctrcnling to tlrc I~ills for snfcty. Tlicn thc nttack nt JugduI- 

. lak was rcpcntcd, thc rinforiunatc pass whcre hundreds of 
our tncll and camp-followcrs were n~assacred by tlre troops of 
Akhar #Ran, who hat1 pledged llis ~ o r d  to scc tlrcin safely 
out of the country. How tharikh~l cvcryonc must bc that tlrc 
cvctlts only wcrc rcpcnted, aarl not thc tlis:tstcrs ! I n  evcry 
casc our troops hcltl tllcir positioi~s and dcfcatcd tlre Afghans. 

A forcc urldcr Gcncral 1-Iill went into tIie city :111d took 
possession of the ICot wnl wilhoat n sllol bcing fircd. Thc ciry 
Ilad bccn lootcd lroin cnd to cnd, many houscs having bee11 



blown up, ant1 fountlatio~is dug 1111 in the hope of f~ncling 
moncy. llrc arc Iicnring lcarful storics of thc criieltics o l  the 
hfghnus, who n~urdcrccl lnnny of thc FI i~~doos  a ~ i d  t ~ ~ r n c d  thcir 
wivcs out inlo tllc bazaar unkcd. Sonlc of thc I tin600 mcr- 
chants wcrc blown up on Ilcnps of po\rdur, bccausc they wcrc 
s t~~)posed to have sccrcted tllcir nioncy ; notl~ing could cxcucd 
tlic inhunian trcntnlcnt of the llcoplc by Alnhomcd J~I I ' s  
troops. It is to bc hoped that thc Cabulccs gmtcfillly rcnlenl- 
bered thc ninnncr in which our troops occupicd tllc city, and 
how cvcry~hing was I~oncstly paid for iu tlrc b:rznnr, and a 
cliaritnblc dispensary opcncd lor thc sick all(] cliscascd. Just 
bclorc sunset, Yakoob Kllan's lnotller a i d  her women u-crc 
brougllt it1 prisoners. Thcy camc into camp on canlcls, 
covcrccl, as Algllan wonlcll us~lally arc, r ~ i i l i  wllitc cloth, turn- 
ing t h c ~ n  illto sl~npclcss nlnsscs of whitc bag-likc bulldlcs o l  
cotton, Tllc mother of Ynkoob has s l io~+n  gicnt sl~rcwdncss 
anti forcc of cll;uactcr ill planlling and carrying ortt the rising 
of tllc tribes, Shc provided lhc nloilcy, and givc o~clcrs to 
tlrc k[oollnlis, and promised ~ [ a h o ~ n c d  Jan's troops lacs of 
rupccs and tons o f g u ~ l ~ o w d c r  for a rcward, if thc). \\~ould drivc 
the English army out of Cnbul. 'l'lley got thc rupces and 
],o\~dcr, but could not drivc our army away from Cabul. 
Grcat tnust linvc bccil lrcr inor~ilication to fir1c1 l~crsclf :t 
prisoncr in Slierporc, instead of having k[;~hoincd Jan and his 
army qunrtcrcd tllcrc. 

Chrixt~~rrrr Bty, UCCLLIIII~C'~ sgth.-Cliristmas morning I How 
wc thought of home to-dny; and how sadly rvc rcrnembcrcd 
t h e  names of tllosc whosc graves wcrc white with sno\v this 
Cllristrnns Day o t  C a b ~ ~ l .  It was ilnpossiblc lo wislr anyone n 
nlcrry Christnlas. Our hospital wards and vcrn~~dns werc 
cro\vdcd \\pith sick and wou~dcd ,  and tllcrc wcrc allsent faces al  
cvery mcss-table, rc~nirrdillg us of tlic dcndly charilctcr of war. 
T h c  long list of killcd nild woulrdccl rvns too fresh in our minds 
to nlakc it a Inerry Christmas. I visited tllc hospital wards, 



and round tlie mcn vcry glstl to hCrvr: a mord of good chccr. 
Ge11cral Robcrts \iveut round thc hospital, nrrd had kind ~ v o t d s  
Tor tlic wou~rdcd, and n plcns:tnt smilc for the sick, as hc pnsscd 
thror~gli t l ~ c  \\.nrcls. Tlic men arc \wry niuclr attnchcd t o  him, 
ancl lie is c~cccdingly thoi~glitru~ of thcir \tlnlits. 

During hle day the follo\\.ing mcssngc cnme into camp from 
tllc <rriocrr : ' 114~ /,rairrI I ~ / c ' L ~ J  /OI' /hi /UJS U J  / i/;; SO ~ ~ 1 . 1 ~ 1  ~ T I / ~ o I / , ~  

(mar4  fl,,d /lop2 Ih( 7r'01tl/dc.d (~rr' doillg 7t'r'/l, nmd tho/ ptmnc6' 70 i / /  

su~w / I I :  I-~TIu~~,!.' Evcry hcnrt could rcspolld most sincc~ ely, 
~~111cl1.' 
1 pnsscd solrrc Inen warming thcmscl\~cs by n largc lirc, 

a ~ d  ovcrhcald thc~n say, ' \\'e shoulcl do for n group i a  thc 
I//~stm/t-d;' and nn cxcccdingly finc group Lhcy would have 
inndc x5 tlley sclrtnttcd rol~lid tllcir camp-fire, telling of t hc  
hair-brcadtll escxpcs tlrcy hnd during the vnrioas attacks. 

Thc signnllers 011 thc I-lcndqclnrters Gatu ]lave niadc n 
Inrgc snow-man over the Gcncral's qnnrters. 'I'hc sno~r-covered 
hills re~nintlcd tis of Christmas at homc. Our hearts wcrc 
sad in thinking of the scvcre losscs we had sustained, a n d  of  
liomcs and hearts that would n l \~~a)~s  remcmbcr tbc Cabul 
Clrristmas of 1879 nit11 sorrow and grief, I n  solnc Ilornes a n  
only so11 hnd bee11 cut clown ill his cnrly ~nnnhood ; in sonnc 
n loving fathcr 1i:~d pcrislied in thc struggle ; nr~d wc could 
only ask oursel\~cs, ' What can con~pcnsnte thc brokcn-Rcartcd 
\\*ido~v and Ihc sorrow-s~rickc~r lrlotIlcr ?'-nothing, but this- 
they dicd doing tIicir duty. 'I'hcy Tell i n  a dreadful conflict, 
n ~ l d  dicd for their country-n soldier's clcntI1 ; fnitlifr~l to the  
cnd ! \Vl~ilc wo honor~r the brave suffering of our soldicrs in  
tllc tinlc of coallict, Ictus not forgct lo rcmcnibcr the goodtlcss 
ant1 rllercy of our Cod, who has given 11s thc victory over our 
encmics, D11ring thosc days of nnxictp, how many prayers rIrcrc 
ascc~iditrg up to God on our bchnlf; and wc belicve thnL t h c  
prapcrs of Gocl's peoplc rvcre hcnrd and answc-rcd. 'I'lie tliougllt, 
'They are pr;~ying for us sL homc,' gavc us conficlcncc to trust 



in God in cvcry hour of pcril ; and now tlral wc lrnvc been 
relieved frorn dnngcr, let us ncitlicr forgct nor forsnkc thc hnnd 
that delivered us, nor the lovingkindaes~ that savcd us. Olr 
that men wonld prnisc tlrc Lord for His lovingkindncss and 
tcndcr mcrcics. 

Our Cllrislnrns diri~rcr !ifas very cheering. Aftcr tllc corrsta~lt 
mcnt mtion, it was n trcat to Irnvc duck and grccn peas-also 

Ycry fine l)llini-l)~~ddi~rg mndc otrt of Cabul raisins, mid the11 
for dessert apples and gmpes. The pipers stnrtcd tlrcir music 
ngilin, a nros: pcnccf~~l sign, and we hopc a happy intlicntio~r 
that tlrc Cnbul IVar is over, and this tlrc Inst Clrristnrns-day 
tlral IJritislr soldicrs will cvcr spcnd in Cabul. 

3;-ihj; Ui*ct!tt/bct- 26th.-Having n littlc leisure this nrorning, 
I walkcd as h r  as tlrc Ucmaroo village, wllcrc tlrc brunt of the 
ntlack was made on t l ~ c  -.frtl or Ilcccnrbcr. Thc dcfcnces np- 
penrcd to bc very sliglrt ; tlic liuts of tlm 3rd Sikhs mndc tllc 
outcr rnmpart, on wlrich n kind or parapct ]lad bccn niadc by 
t l ~ c  br:u~ichcs of trccs being plnccd al611.g the top, and at the 
cnd of thc line of buts cnrtlrworks wcrc thrown rrp; arrd then 
bcyond, wire cntni~glemcnt lincd tlic wlrolc front. Thc 67111, 
3rd Siklrs, and zStli Native I ~ i h ~ > t r y  had an escccdirrgly lrot 
timc of i! on tlrc moruiag of thc attack. It was so dark that 
fire-balls 1 . d  to I)c tlrrown up to c~rablc tlrc mcn to scc 111c 
cncmy, who wcrc in great nrtmbcrs and qr~itc closc to tllc 
cartlrworks ; but our brnvc fellows werc reatly wnitiug for the 
attack, nnd unflinclli~~gly stood thcir grou~rtl : thcir deadly 
volleys n l  I:~st tolcl upon tlrc cnemy, and turlrcd tlic nttnck into 
n clerent. 

Now thnt trlclr 11ncl got n littlc brcnthing-timc, auctions werc 
bcing Ilcld nt diffcrcril: parts of tlrc camp; ilnd nltlror~gh a 
1:rugh might bc mi~ctl at  a far-fctchcd joke, cvcryouc fclt that 
it was n dis111al nKqir to bc sclling tllc ctl'ccts of a brollicr 
officer or soldier coirrrndc wlro had fallc~r in  [he strugglc of tlre 
previous days. 11s a maltcr of colirse, cvcrythiirg was sold at 



fabulous prices; nt  o ~ i c  auction, six pairs of woollen socks 
were sold for scvcnty rllpccs. 

Ncrvs is constnnlly coaling in of tho fcarfrrl a~nount of crndty 
and robbery whicli have taken placc duritig tlic occr~j)ntion of 
Cnbr~l by &ialro~ncd Jan : olic I-Iindoo Ixrnkcr hnrl bccti 
lootcd to tlic cstcrit of two lacs of rupccs, n~id fcnrfully bcnlcli 
as  well, and his liorisc complctcly \r~rcckcd. 

\Vc are daily csl~actitig to 11;rvu tlic linc of com~~~unic;ition 
opcncrl, arid ]lope it  will not bc delayed n si~iglc honr loriger 
t l~nn ncccssnry, ns cvcrgonc in camp is csceedingIy a~~xious  
to bc brought in cornmaniation with thc oulcr world. i\ 

C O ~ I I ) R I ~ Y  of thc 9th Rcgi~tici~l nnd n squadron of thc 12th 
Bcngnl Cavalry went or~t to llutknk to rcoccill))l tlic old camp 
at  t l ~ n t  villngc. An cspedition i s  to march to-rnorro\~~ up thc 
KoIiistnn Valley, and a dcsl)cratcly cold tinic thc ~I ICJI  will 
hnvc of it, as tlic v;illcys and hills arc covcrcd \~? i t l i  snow. 

No one is allo\vctl to go inlo the city, as thcrc is n strong 
iml)rcssion that tlic nala I-Iissnr is nndcnnincd. Crcat czrc 
is vtry ncccssnry; thcsc trcaclicrous crentrlrcs would clcligllt 
in dccogitbg tlic troops illto thc city, or Bnla I-Iissnr, and  tlicn 
blowing tl~cnr to ntoms, Tlic wllole of tlic ground is to bc 
cnrcli~lly csaminctl by t lic Engineers bcforc our troops take 
possession of tlic ~)lncc. 

Sdttudny, Dm.r,rbn- z 7lh.-'1'11 is morning tlic ICol~istnn Es- 
pcdition mnrchcrl out rindcr tllc co~t~mnnd of C;cncral Dakcr. 
'I'lic following troops lcft camp : tlic 67111, and Ghoorkllas, n 
Scpoy regiment and n mulc bnttcry, and n Native Cavalry 
rcgi~ncnt. 

I paid a visit to our lilcn in tlic 9th Rcgimcnt, Their camp 
was in a fcarlt~l condition of ~nurl ; thc snow llad i~~tltccl nntl 
~ n a d c  thc whole placc a l~erfcct slough of despond. Altliot~gh 
tlic camp was vcry dismal, tlic men were \vondcrfr~Ily bright. 
'1'0 make mnttcrs worse, straw is escccdingly scarcc; but tllcy 
managed to covcr tllc ground inside tlic tents with ellough to 



Iic upon. 11s so011 as tile 13ala Hissnr is prono~lnccrl snfc, tllc 
regiliicn~ \\pill nlarcll tl~crc. 

On my ivay back LO the 7zntl  Gateway, I [)assc(l fi solclicr's 
auction, and Ilcard Lhc cloq~~eut  auctioneer telling llis corn- 
raclcs that ~.r,hoever bought n pair of blnckingbrnsheS wotlld 
never be checked on parnclc for diriy boots, quitc forgetling 
tlrnt tllcrc wns not n bottle of blackill:: in the whole camp ; 
clisciplinc liad got vcry Inr beyond a blacking-pot. On active 
service no one thought about blacking for boots, or pipc-c~ny 
for bclts ; i t  was a gruat thing to kavc men to stand and figl~t 
iu tl~cm, sad rloubtlcs~ lhc want of blncking wo~~ld ]rot diminish 
tllcir courage. tifter tllc bruslles cnlilc a blrn~kct; atld [he 
purcl~nsc~-s werc told that ' i t  was so light that they necd not 
be afl-aid of requiring an extra baggagepony. \Vannth with- 
out wcight is what you want, and llerc you have got i t J  SO 

the auction tvmt on, anlitlsl: n great dcal of jok i~~g ovcr solnc 
poor fcllow's effects, wlro was killed only n few days ago on 
tbc rlsmni hcigllts. 

Sttn/ltz); fle.rct~tbc~ zSf/r.-Therc was no rrnsoil to be afraid 
of an alnrm this Sabbath n~orning ; tbc rcgulnr pamdc service 
was hctd close to ~ h c  mcss-]louse ; the 72nd I-lighlatldcrs 
fornlccl n square, with the drums pilcd in the ccntrc for R 

pulpit, hIy suhjcct was ' Pidclily' : ' Dc Lllou faithl111 unto 
dcath, and I will givc tllce n crown of lifc,' Thc men \verc 
vcry altc!itivc, and nyl~carcd to fcel tllc importance of fidelity 
to God as wcI1 as to man. Of all nlcn, the Iruc soldier knows 
what is r~icant by fidclitp. I-Iow nlany ofliccrs and lncn had 
provcd ~lleir fideli~y to duty by dying at llleir posts, literally 
bci~ig h i t l ~ f ~ ~ l  unto clcath! Aftcr scrvicc I ~vcnt tllrougll thc 
hospital, nncl rcad and prapctl with the mcn in the dircrcnt 
wards. :fhe Illen seemcd vcry thanlrf~~l for my visit ; and 
wlicn I sat down an otlc of the cots, they cntnc round to listc~l 
to tile word of evcr!asting truth. l t  was pleasant to be able 
to cl~cer the sick and wounded wilIl a message of Divine low, 
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alld unite iu praycr tlinl God would rcstorc them. I ~ t c r  on 
ill tllc nftcr~roon, I lrnd a scrvicc in the band-roorn, and one or 
i t ~ o  otliccls who hcnrd nbor~t it cnrnc in. 

Durilrg the clay onc of tlrc g111is wc lost on tllc rtltli was 
IJrougIlt illto caml>, and tlrcy cspcct to find the otIler irr tlrc 
salllc plncc. It sccnls Illat thc cncmy found tlrc~ri too Ileavy 
to carry n\vay, and thrcw tlicrri into a tank about sis r~rilcs from 
the camp. 

~ 1 1 ~  first ddk (post) lcft camp to-dny will1 n strong escort of 
cavalry for Jugdulluk, ~vhere they cspcct to mcct the  dsk 
frorrl Indin, and wc fcrvcntly 110l)c tllnt Lhc mail-bags  ill bc 
bro~rght i n  snfcly. 

,lfo,r/W, Utw~~rh~.r 19Ih.-In the lnitldlc of tRc night we had 
n fcnrf~11 alarm of firc : I awokc ncnrly suflbcntctl, ancl wcnt 
inlo ury ncighboer's quarters and found Ilim Kist nslccp, ~ + h i l e  
thc sparks wcrc ffilling inlo thc room. 'l'llcrc was a good deal 
of sllouting, br~t 110 grcnt lrartn was dotrc bcyond burning thc 
floor; tlic firc was soon put out by n fcw cans of water bcing 
tlirown ovcr it .  It wns nn cscccdi~rgly forlunntc thing it  was 
discovcrcd bcforc the lirc Ilad ~ O I I C  too far, or tIic wholc of 
tlrc quarters in thc gateway wo~ild Ilnve becri rcduccd to n 
hcap of ashes. Tlic only inconvcnicncc wils caiiscd by turn- 
ing out of n wsrin bcd into a bitterly cold niglit. 
h poor fcllow sent for mc, after dark fro111 tllc liospitnl, ant1 

I fcnr Ilc will llardly live Ihrouglr the nigllt; after playing 
with Irim, I spoke to hinr ahout the wondrous lovc of God i l r  

snviug us from our sin, and whcn I llnd finislled, I nskcd hinl 
if Re had endcrstood all I had said about Christ rccciving 
sinners. Oli ycs, sir, you're n pcntletnan that speaks very 
plnirily,' was liis reply. hIay llic Lord grant him Elitll to 
believe tllc promisc so fully given, ' Come unto hlc, n~ ld  I will 
give you rcst.' 

A r i l n l l  froril the city told me that XIalio~i~ed Jan had taken 
away nbor~t fourteen lacs of loot, anti n vcry great: quantity 



of hc also said that tllc tribcs would rctliril in 
hQarch and sweep us out of C Z I ~ U ~ ,  It-is possible, howcvcr, tlInt 
he may have nlnclc solnc mistake in his c n l c ~ l l n t i ~ ~ ~  : illstcad 
of swccping us out, Iic may bc s~iufled out. 

Ti,csrhy, DC'C~'I~I&CT 30th.-Mode nrrangcmcnts for our ~c~ 
Ycnr's Tcrnpcrance Mcetitig. Our good fellows in tllc 

72ncl undertook' to fit up  onc of thcir vcrandds for 
Tcmpcrnncc Iiall, so may be surc of a place for our meet- 
ing, and hope it  won't bc too cold for tlic Illen ; for an o l ~ , ~  
air mceting with stlow on the grortnd is trying, even for 
tcetotnlcus. Several Cabulecs cnnle into camp from the city witll 
furs and cargcts for snlc. One man, from whom I bought some 
furs, complained most terribly o l  thc cruelty of t l~c  /\fglians 
under kInhonrcd Jan; they wcrc allowccl to do just as they 
likcd, withont thc lcnst restraint being put upon than. hfcn, 
wonieri, nnd chilclrcn suffcrcd fcarhllly during tlie reign of 
tcrror which csistcd under thc govcr~~orship of tlie Afglian 
Sirdar. 

Fl'cd~~tsdzy, Dt-~t:ii16~'1. 3 ~st.--The Koliista~~ brigndc rett~rncd 
to.dny after destroying a good many villngcs. Tlic cold wns 
wry iilte11se, and ~ h c  m c ~ p c c i a l l y  tile nntive troops, surered 
vcry much ; several liines thcy Iiad to c n n i ~  on ground covcrcd 
witli snow. After this there \vill be no rnorc cspcditions until 
wc get lnildcr nmtller. This dcrnoristrntio~~ was absolutely 
necessary, as tltc Koliistance chicfs harl violated nll the pro- 
njiscs tlicy made to us bclore the outbreak on tlic .rotli, when, 
instend of remaining F;rithf't11, they joit~ed hlaliomcci Jan's force 
and ~naterinlly strcng~liencd llim against us. 

\trc llcar that tlrc old Gllirznce d'loollfili is prcnchiiig a Jehnd 
snlong tlic tribes in tlw Lugtnan Valley, and tlint therc is figltt- 
ing nt Jngdnlluk. This will be csceedingly ~~nfortunnte, and 
may possibly dctnin its longer, ns the co~ivoy will 11ot start un- 
less tllo road is considered safe, Sir Charles I\'- starts to- 
morrow with Gu~rcrnl TCenncrly's party ; and if they gct througl\ 



snfcly, I srlpposc we shnll iollow with thc convoy of sick and 
wounded. I \vent over to Gcncrnl Robcrts's qnnrtcrs, nud was 
vcry kindly rccci~*ed. The Ccncrnl's room is  of thc plainest 
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descriptioii-n camp-bctl on onc side, and il table on the 
other fill1 of pnpcrs. Everything is in kccping with his plnin 
soldier-like charilctcr. He scernetl pleased to hcar of the 



1111rnbcr of Tenll>ernncc men ilr camp, and  is csccciJiugly proud 
of his Cabul force; and alcll I1e nlay bc ; they arc somc of thc 
finost Incn in India, ant1 hc could lrevcr havc hcld his own 
against tllc smarms of Afghans if  hey had not bccn good 
soltlicrs. Nothing is nlloacd to pass thc (;cncralls natjcc; llc 
takcs the dccpest inlcrcst i l l  cvcrythitig \~hich pertains LO thc 
\r,ollnre a~rd c0111fort of his Inen. It is gratifying to find n 
Gcncrnl proud of 11is men, and rncn who arc crl~ually proud of 
tl~cir Gencml. 

Our 'I'cmpcrnncc i\.lceting at night was a grcnt snccess. l'hc 
lucn tnadc thc large vcrnudali of thc barracks vcry comforlablc ; 
tent kanals wcre 1 ~ 1 t  u p  bctwccn the pillars so as to cnclosc 
tllc vcrnndah, and to sonle estent kcep out [Ire cold wind ; 
rougli picccs of \vood, and bcams from the h l a  Iljss;~r, wc1.c 
IIUI i~cross thc verandah on bricks, for seals; and at thc crld a 
Inrgc round tablc ; concllcs and chairs, wliich oncc ador~led 
t h e  At~~cc~ ' s  p:rlncu, wcrc plilccd for thc oficcrs. CnncHcs wcre 
stllck on tlre pillars and on picces of \vood drivcll into the 
I I I I I ~  wall ol tllc barrack, and a glass cl~andelicr adorncd thc 
round tnblc; tl~is furnitrlre \\.as kirltlly lcrrt to US for tllc evening 
by t l~c  ofliccr in chnrgc of the An-~ccr's property aliich was 
tnkcn nt the ciipturc ol the 13ala Hissar. 

In spite of klle bittcr cold, our verandah was soon crowded 
with mcn, and numbers stood ouisidc, on thc other siclc of thc 
karr;it, wtlcrc tlicy could Ilear just as wcll as inside. \ire Ilatl 
rncn from cvcry part of the camp, nud the fur caps and 
poshtccns and rough 13okharn cloth coats gavc the audience a 
par~iculnily 'rough and ready' kind of look; mcn u.itli su~lbtlrnt 
fi~ccs, who had marched victoriously througll the passes of 
Arglianistan, I~catcn ihc Amecr's forces at Charisiab, ntid hcld 
tllcir own against AInhomed Jiin at Sherporc, wcrc IIOIV nlet 
togetller to rcccivc ~lrcir Afgllnn Silver Bars of I-lonour wliiclr 
the Associntion prcsentcd to rncn who had faithfully kept thcir 
plcdgcs during the cnnrpaign. \Vc opened tlic nlcetirig by sing- 
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ing ' IIoltl ~11c Fort,' nlid lrcartily did thcsc bravc fel101vs sing 
ou t  tllis soldiclrly Ily~rtn. I tlic~i stood on n chair and gave a 
l'cmpcrmcc Addrcss to  : I I ~  csccodingly nttcntive audicncc of 
mcrr in warlike trinl, rcacly to t11r11 out nt :I ~ n o ~ n c ~ r t ' s  iroticc, 
n r ~ d  do tlleir duty. At tllc closc of my nddress tbc I~onours 
wcre distributccl, and scvcral r ~ c w  plcclgcs tnkcn. 

This bcing Nciv Yc:~r's Evc, wo had n spccial prayer-ineet- 
i ~ i g  i n  ~ n y  roolrl at half-1r:lst clcvcn, wbcn the followirrg oniccrs 
attcndcd : Major A, nattyc of tlic Goorknhs, Captain Cnmpl,cll 
o f  tlrr Artillcry, Cnplairr I-Iunt of tlrc Com~>iissnriat, a n d  
1,icutcnnn t G. Scott hfoncriefl of t l ~ c  E t ~ ~ i n c e r s .  A Ir. 
i\lanson, thc P~acsbyterinn Chaplnin of  thc q ~ n d ,  and one or 
two otljer orticcrs werc prcvcntc!d from co~uing. I low mi~ch wc 
nll liacl to bc tlin~rkfi~l for ! ollr livcs had been sparcd rluring thc 
war, nnrl wc wlcrenblc toscck Divinc gi~idancc for ;rnothcr pear. 

Esnctly nt ~nidnight, thud  art the big clruni o r  tlrc 
I-lighlnntlcrs, and the11 thc bantl struck a p  a rattling good- 
bye to tlrc Old Ycnr ; what with both tIic bauds of  tlrc Tligli- 
l n ~ ~ d  rrgirncnls, the scrcnming of the gipcs, and ~ h c  singirig 
and sho~~tin;. of tlrc ~ n c n ,  ihcre was no slccl) till :~ftcr thrco 
o'clock. Up and d0tr.n tlic camp they wcnt, kccpirlg u p  t h c  
old Scotclr cristo~n of seciiig thc Old Ycar out and welcom- 
ing 1hc Ncw Ycnr in, ~ ~ h i c l l  thcy call I-log~noonng-wllg 3 110 

Scotclrnran c o ~ ~ l d  tcll me, A vcry good story was told of 
their visit to thc Gcllcral, who kncw sorncthing nboat illis 
Scolcli custom, R I I ~  hacl one of his nidcs waiting for tlrc 
Iliglrlanders who tvcrc srlrc to pny lriln a visit, t o  wish him 
' A l~nppy New Ycnr.' Tl'licn tllc rncn got to  his quartcrs 
o n e  of t l ~ c ~ n  went up to the door, and wns nlct by the nidc- 
de-cnnip, who told him that thc rricrl couldn't sec tllc Ciencral, 
a s  Ire was vcry tircd and Iind turned in. Thc scalwnrt I-Iiglr- 
lnndcr wns not to be put aside by a n  nlrswcr like tIlis, and  
pl~slred iirto t l ~ c  roolll, saying, ' don't want t o  scc none 
of your aidcs-de-camp,' and went up to the Cc~icral,  who \\.as 



cithcr aslccp or prctcnding to bc nslccp, nncl snit1 i n  tlic 
soficst toncs, ' G~IIL*I'u// GI'HCI-U~/ if ye 011ly kc11 IIOIC' I ~ L :  

~ n c n  love ye, yc'd C O I ~ I C  oof nncl scc thcm.' 'l'his, ns n mnttcr 
of coorsc, fctclicd the Gcnctnl, nlho \vent out to wisli ~ h c m  ' r'L 
hnpliy New Yc:~r,' nnd thcn tlic men wisllcd tllc Ccncml A 
hnppy Ncw Yci~r,' and made tIic camp ring wit11 their lolid and 
Ircarly chccrs for thc Ccnernl thcy wcrc proucl to scrvc; and 
tllc~l nw:ly tlrey wc~lt, with tlicir barids going rub-a-dub-dub ! 
nr~d thc bngpipcs scrcnming and tllc nrcn shoaling. I was 
vcry tlln~ikfr~l whcn thcy had donc playing in 1880. 

ITllrtr.sduj~,jr~~~i~/rry rsf, I 820,-Ncnf Ycnr's Ihy. I-Io\\~ rccol- 
lcctiorls of past Ncw Ycnrs cnmc to mind, whc~r fricrlds cnlnc 
with tlie plcnsnnt greeting, ' h happy Ncw Year !' '1'0 ~naltc 
up for [hc abscncc of loved ones a t  Iiomc, I sct myself thc 
~)lc:~snnt task of \vriting home-lcttcrs, arid can o~ily hopc Lhnt 
the nrail-bags will gcl safcly tlrrough to Indin, or sornc Aijghan 
Inny find nmrrscmciit in opcning lcttcrs he cnri rrcitlicr read nor 
uiidcrstnritl. 111 thc nfterrloorr I went tllrough the liospitnl 
wnrds Lo give thc poor fello~vs n Ncw Ycer's frierldly greeting, 
and Inany n sad h c c  raiscd a faint s~nilc nt ~ l ~ c  old fnlnilinr 
wclcomc of another year. I-Iow past ~ncmorics are stirred by 
siml)ly wishing onc nnolhcr, ' 11 happy Ncw Ycnr !' For niy 
NCW Year's test I took, ' Lel no[ your licart be trooblcd.' 

I wcnt tlown to the litrcs of tllc gxirl, and fo~rnil iiinny 
of tlic iiicn, \rho sccnrcd to bc still welco~ning tlic Wcw Year, 
vcry much t l ~ c  worsc for liquor ; oric inn11 irivitccl tnc illto 
tlic harrnck, just, as hc said, to clririli in thc Ncw Ycnr. I went 
illside and found othcrs far gorrc, nrid ccrlni~lly i l l  ;r corr- 
dition in which it wonld bc impossible for Ihc~ri to know \vlicn 
tlic Old Year cndcd, or whcn thc Ncrv Vciir bcgnn. I took 
~ l i c  opportrl~lity of s~ggcstirig that tllcy would 1l;ivc bcc~i in 
;I liappicr condition if tlicy I,;td bceti nbstiiincrs, a~ id  I promised 
to wish thcm 'i1 hnppy Ncw Ycnr' providcd thcy wol~ltl sign tlrc 
lllcdgc ; but this tIicy wcrc not disposcrl lo do. 1'Ilis drinking 
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\\,as confillcrl to orlc cotnl)anp, and I mil t h~nkf t~ l  tllnt our ncn 
stootl firmly tliroi~gh t l ~ c  tcnrptntion of thc N c w  Ycnr's carousc. 

f i . i d a y , J ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r j l  2~1I'.-Ccncrnl Ke~~~~ccIy ' s  party stnrtcd this 
;iIorning; they arc k~iorv~r in cnlnl) as the LC;rcat Picnic I'nrty.' 

b No one scerrls to andcrslnnd wlrnt I~rottgl~t Lhc g3llant Gc~lcrnl 
so far 10 tllo front to look nftcr Iris cnmcls, m~~lcs ,  nrld donkcys, 

I 1)clonging to 11ic Trilnsport Dcpartlncnt, of tvhiclr lie is head. 
This val~tnblc hcnd was llcnrly kriockcd off by n brlllct pnssing 
too closc to it, on tlic to11 of tlrc 72t1d Gntcrn;~y. X was staild- 
irrg on tlrc top closc to thc pnr;tpct-wall, and hcnrd tlic ping of 3 
bullet, \r.hcn thc Genrral's licnd bcnt morc Irurricdly than grace- 
fully as it r\.hixzcd over him. \Vc slinll bc ntlsio~~s to l~car Irow 
11c gcts throc~gh tRc Pnsscs, as wc know tllcrc is fighting at  
Jugdalluk. I liopc Ire wil l  bc nldc to tnkc care of Iris lrcntl 
slro~~ld thc bullets colnc too ncar again. Thc co~n~nissiou is 
still b~rsy trying thc incn u.ho wcrc brought in. 01lc man was 
suppascd to bc inlplicntcd i r r  tlrc mnssncrc of Cnvngnari, 
I~ccaasc Cavngnnri's parrot was f o ~ ~ n d  in his possession, b ~ ~ t  
wlrich h c  could snt isfactotily nccoun t Tor, having rcccivcd it 
from tllc Alnccr aftcr thc Inassacrc. Otlicr.; were not so 
fortunate. 'I'hcy wcrc tlrc Rcatl-mcn from onc of thc Chnrdcli 
villngcs ; I saw tlicm just berorc they wcrc tnken out of camp 
to bc hanged, and tlicy lookcd quite indimerent to the scntencc 
wliicll was going to bc carried out. I ];card of a prisoncr who 
cscnped in n vcry curious nranncr; his naillc was blahornet 
Ali, atid it secms therc was anotllcr Jfal~onrct Ali in another 
tcnt, and tllc oficcr ~ I r o  called for hfatiomct Ali mcnt to tlrc 
wrong tcnt and rclenscd thc wrong man, so this man got tlw 
benefit of having the snmc nnlnc ns thc man wlto rvns ordcred 
to be rclcased. I am vcry much afraid that some of thcsc 
trcachcrous Afghan Sirdars who are supposcd lo bc friendly 
are using us for thc purpose ofgctting their rivals p t~t  out of the 
way, by bringing cases, against them, and making it inrpos- 
sible for tlie politiml officers to test l l~c  cvidcncc satisfactorily. 



Snflrr.:/rz~;J,r,t,nuy ,~~-(l.-Nonc ol llrc Slicrl-lorc gnrl-is011 will 
cvcr rorgct this day : to most of us a day of grcnt joy, and 10 
sornc a d:ry of sorrow. Tllc nrriviil of thc mail tllrcw the 
\rliolc camp into great cscitcnicnt. A S  tlic ynboos trottcd 
through the g;rtcwny with thcir Icttcr-bags swinging st  cillier 
sidc, and tllc cnvnll-y uscort clattering ;~flcr llicm, a gcncrnl rush 
W:IS mnde to thc Post-Ofiicc tuit, wlrcre gcncrals, colonclrj, 
stafl' ofliccrs, nlld private soltlicrs werc nnsiously waiting for 
long-expcctcd Icttcrs. It was soon founcl impossible for tlic 
l'ost-Ofticc staff to gct through ;llc sorring, so thc letter-bags 
tVcrc cmptied on thc t round, and scvcrnl olliccrs ns wcll as thc 
rcgimcntnl postmcn sct to work sorting tllctl,. 1l;vcry now and 
illen a cry was raised, ' X-Icre's n lciter for you ! now bc off;' 
and ngain, ' \V l i c~~  will you fi~ld ~ n i n c  Y Every tinlc n lcltcr 
was licld 1111 llnlf n dozcn Ilands would bc strctchcd out to 
rcceivc it, and tiic I'ost~unster wnntcd to lcavc tllc sorting till 
tllc ncst day, as it was vcry ncnr slunsct ; but tllc feeling oiitsidc 
the tent was too strong for his regulations, nricl thc l~cirps of 
Icttcrs wcrc sortrd belorc [lark, and only the unopcncd bags 
kept till thc next day. At; m y  lcttcrs had all been put in olle 
Inrgc cnvclopc and rcgistcrc'd, I lrnd to hunt for lniilc i~lsidc 
tllc t cn t  wllcrc they \ipcrc being sortcd ; nlrd just as thc Posl- 
maslcr had said, 'l'kcrc's 110 letter for you,' I caught sight 
of illy Icttcr and snatched it out of the hcap, ~urd rcplicd, 
' IYhy, hcrc it is.' After being shut off from thc outsidc worlcl 
sincc Dcccriibcr r r t l ~ ,  no o i ~ e  can ilnnginc tlic joy Tve had in 
receiving 1101nc-lctters. 

It1 tlie evening I wc~it ovcr to tllc grind lines, ivlrcrc 
tlic Cllristintl men of thc Cordo~r Higlilanders wcrc giving 
a tcn to tlleir co~nrades in camp. 11 row of tents lind been 
liitclictl, and wooden plnnks mntle good tnblcs, n~ id  rough 
b e n ~ l ~ s  cscellcnt scats; candles were stuck along the tables, 
and cvcryo~ic looked clrecrhll and happy at tlicir Sllerporc '27~. 

jghf.' The cakes and 'shortbrcnd' were very good, in fact 
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f;tr better t11n11 the cnkcs usually scrvcd a t  ten-mceli~.~gs; 111c 
rncn 11nd nrndc thcni, n11d having l,cta~ h~kctx i n  tllc 1:111d 01 
cnkcs, did crcdit to old Scotlnrtd in  providing, in thc wild hills of 
llighaaistnn, c;ikcs that would havc forrlld plcnty to :lpprcciatc 
thetn in tllcir own Lr-OIT lanil. Our warm-hcnrtcd I-Iigh- 
ln~ldcrs wcrc grcntly dclightcd :it thc mcll.dcscrvcd pr,lisc \rTc 
bcstowcd upon their csccllout cntcrlainmcnt, Air,  hlnnson, 
thc I'rclsbylorinrl Chnl~lniti, Captain Cilmpbcll, I,icutcnnnt Scot1 
hloncricff, and L.icntcnnt~t Gornpcte werc prcscnt. Altcr I Ilatl 
given an ntldrcss, 1 I l~d  to aitcnd thc meeting of' thc 67th 
in thcir lincs. ' 1 '1~  mccting was llcld ~ I I  onc of the barracks, 
thc mcn lrnvi~~g rolled 1113 tlrcir bcdcling, atid stuck candles 
on lxojccting bits of brick rrorn t l~c  \r~alI. I stood on a rortgll 
kind of platfor~u rniscd :ibou~ a foot from the ground. A 
very ititcresting fcnture of t l ~ c  mcciing was the prescntotion 
of Afghan bars to thosc who had kept thcir pledgcs througll 
thc campaign. 
On nly w:~y back to my qltnrtcrs at tlrcotl~cr end of thc camp, 

nn old solrlicr of the - rsgimcnt cnmc up and askcd mc 
i f  I rcrnc~nbcrtld I~iln, \r.hicl~ I instnrrtly did, as Sergcnnt - 
Ilad bccn one of our best ~vorkcrs nt i lgm. I [c gave iilc a 
sad accoullt of t I I C  way  in \VII~CII  1\42 had been led astray, srid 
IIO\Y IIC had lcit bolh the 'I'enlpcra~tcc Society and the Ijible 
class. At Lucknow h c  was made a sergeant, when he foond 
tlrat tllc temptations of tllc scrgcants' mess were too ~nucli for 
him, and hc cvcn askcd his co~n~nnnding officer to bc nllowcd 
to rcsign his strips, and go back as a private to the ranks; but  
this was not sanctioned, as hc was a tlian of good chnmcter ancl 
had thc confidence of his coloncl. After rcfusing to drink for 
many rnontl~s, some of the scrgcants werc dcternlitled to make 
hitn brc:~k his plcdge, ntld adoptcd the wickcd and dcceitfr~l 
trick of putting gin into solnc lc~nonadc he was drinking witll- 
011t his knowlcdgc; as soon as hc tastcd tIlc liquor thc old 
p.2ssion wns nrotascd, and he drank, going to bcd drunk that 



night., and for scvcrnl nights. Tlc now felt disgraced, ntld k c ~ l t  
away fro~ll his Christian cornradcs, and soo~t became cnrclcss 
and forgctf~il of all llint was good. I-Ie wns scnt from the regi- 
ment, on thc breaking out o l  thc war, irr chnrge of a signalling- 
party ; and now that hc was anway from hisdrinking companions, 
he bcgs~r to rccog~~isc the danger tl\roug!) wliich ho had passcd, 
and earnestly dcsircd to rclt~rn In God, who111 IIC h;rd forgotten 
and ncgluctecl. 

I-Ic cxmc into m y  room, whcrc we prnycd togetl~er, and 
\\.hcre, I an7 thankf~~l  to say, he signed thc plcclge again, wit11 
thc resolvc ncithcr to hrcak ir nor forget God. May Ilc rcniain 
fnitlrfi~l and Lruc to the pledgc Ilc Iias agarrill take~t. 

Sitrc(kgl, frr~rr/cr~;v  qth.-As soon as X got up 1 went over to 
tlic Post-Oflice tcnt LO itlquirc for morc Icttcrs, but the rigid 
I'ost-Oficc official rci~iscd to rclns thc rcgolation hour for 
transacting business. 'l'hc only answer I could gct from tlri.; 
cross-grninccl crciltrlrc was, that hc ~vould send my Ictters by 
the usual dclivuiy. Fortunately for n ~ c ,  1 had ruarchccl with 
thc Il~spcctor of l'ost Ofliccs iron) Cundamnck, ancl so picked 
up an ncqt~nintni~ccsIiip with lrim ; ntld bcing of n genial dis- 
position, I thought llc 1nig11t relas tllc rules in my favour. I 
fol~tld llinl clrcssing, nrld at last pcrsuacled hitn to allow mc 
LO Ii~urt for m y  lcfter in  he unol)cned bag lying in llis room, 
wllcn 1 was soon rcivnrdcd by finding anothcr pnckct contirining 
Ilotnc-letters. 

This ruorning Lot11 t l ~ c  I-Iighland regiments had scrvicc 
together; thc 72nd mnrcl~cd down to thc ~)znd,  wllcrc bIr. 
Manson, the Prcsbytytcrian Chaplain, officintcd. I enjoyed 
the  scrvicc vcry much. The band of thc gand playcd, arid 
the rncn sang a psalm and a hymn very niccly ; tlic ii~l~sic 
sounded vcry clcar and swcct as the old tuncs rang out in all 
tlicir distinctness, remindirrg us of tnorc pcnccfrrl Sabbaths in 

' the solcmn congregation of thc sa~~ctllnry at hoinc. In the 
everling 1 tiad an Evnrigelistic mectiag in thc tcnts wlicrc 

1 a 



wc had tllc ten-meeting in thc 92nd lines. 'l'lle tents were 
crowded, and sonlc good, I hopc, was done. ]luring tllc day I 
wcnt through tllc l~ospitnl ~vards Tor the last li~nc, and I lnJ  lily 
last scrvicc wit11 tllc nrcn, who liad bccomc clidcnrcd to mc in 
n t i~nc o f  grcat pcril and danger. A s  I wisbcd them good-bye 
in each ward, tho lncn rcspondcd, I wislr you n snfc jo~~rney, 
sir. Poor fellows ! Innny out of thcsc wnrds \\.ill rctrirn homc 
invalicls for !ifc, \\*lliic Inany hnvu becn carried to thcir last 
resting-plncc on cnrlh, the silent grave, tvhich will rcllinirl ns n 

S R ~  and lasti~ig rccord of oLlr occ~~pation of Cabul, lotrg niter 
our troops havc rncntcd Aighnnistnll. 

This afternoon n tclcgrn~n from tllc Qucen was rcccived it1 

camp, congralul:~ting the Cnbul Ficld Force on its succcssCu1 
deicncc of Shzrporc on thc ~ 3 r d .  It ~ ' n s  to this cffcct, 
"l'l~nnking her brave soltlicrs for hghtingso brnvcly and gaining 
so great n victory.' I\'ho can feu1 more thnrlkCul t11nn those of 
11s who owe oiir livcs to thcir stcndincss and couragc? I t  il; to bc 
hoped l l in  t nlmly havc re~ncm bcred to ack~rowlcdgc thc good- 
ncss o i  Gori in giving us the victory ovcr our encmies, as ~vell 
ng thanking orlr bravc soldicrs Tor tlluir courngcous defcncc o i  
our catnl) against tlic ovcr\vhclming hordes of Afghnni$tnn. 

At Lhc lncetillgs 11clcI in the cnmp at Sherporc, I prcsc~~tcd 
the follorving numbcr of Afglran Ilonours. 'L'hc llonour mas 
n silver bar, wit11 'r ' lkfi i~~istnlt ,  1379,' i n  rniscd lcrtcrs on the 
bar, to bc worn with thc Temperance medal. 'I*llc gtcatcst 
numbcr of bars was gircn to tllc G7th, wl~ich rcccived sisiy; 
lhc 72nd I-Iighlnnders, fifty-four ; thc gznd Gortlon Iligh- 
Inndcrs, forty-lllrcc; the  9th Rcgimcnt, twenty-eight ; thc 
9th L.ancers, ten ; Artillery, onc ; Commissnrint, three ; nnd 
ofliccrs, thrcc: total, t \ ~ ~ o  handrcd and two. In addition 
to thc mcn who xeccivecl this spccial honout; we hnve about 
tlvo hundrcd who hnve joirlcd thc Association during the 
campaign, alitl we 110l)e tl~cy  ill get a bar a t  its tcrmillation. 
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'I'IIF. RE'I'URH Alr\l<CII. 

/ j / t l J d ! . ,  j;r/twnly 5th.-Tl~c cvenls of 1542 are rcl'ivccl by thc 
vcry datcs 01.1 wllich wvcral evcnts took place; for insiancc, our 
first fill1 of snow in 1879 was ou the salnc cloy as in 1342 ,  nnd 
r~ow our first convoy of sick and \rounded Icaves Sherpore 
only n day bclorc the u~~for lnnatc  nrnry of 1842 starled on 
tllcir fatal march to  India. T'hcy ~narclrcd on January thc 
Gth, 1842, and cruelly mnssacrctl in tlrc Jugdrilluk Pass 
On t hc  13111. \Vc arc leaving on thc 5th, nlrd hapc to !ct 
snfcly through the Pass nbonl the Slh. l<verybody sccn~cd to 
Be on the Inovc bcfore sunrise, a l tho~~gh only a few of tlrc sick 
and woundcd arc leaving. I rodc ovcr to thc transport lilies, 
and succeedcd in getting smnc vcry h i r  ponics for my baggage; 
as  they are sending a great many clo\vn t l ~ c  linc, I got a vcry 
libcrnl allo~.r~ancc of live instcad of thrcc. Aftcr n Ilurriccl 
brcnkfast I got my bnggagc-ponies l~ncked, and everythjrrg wns 
soon ready for a stnrt. Thc little room in thc 7znd Gateway 
which had sheltered mc from the snow of \v i~~tcr  and  llrc 
dcadly  11ullcts of Afglmn riflcs will always bc rcmcmbcrcd 
with rnr~cll thnnkf~~lncss, re a placc of refi~gc in n t i~nc  of grcnt 
peril. Tllc kindnese of Colonel Brownlow and thc afliccts of 
t h e  72nd will cvcr be cherished by mc wi th  mucl~ gratitude, 
for  their ki~lcl lrospitnlity in the mcss-Ilut a t  Sllcrporc. 'I'lrc 
different cnmps, the hospital warcls, and thc silcnf litllc 
ccmctery llavc menmries which cnn ilcvcr be forgotten. \Yl~o 
oC the Sherpore camp sil l  cvcr forget thc dangcrs i t  pnsscd 
through, or the wondcrrul deliverance on ttrc agrd of 1)ccembcr ? 

Outsidc tllc rrnlls we hntl a strangc gntlrcring of cnmcls, 
nlules, ynboos, and donkeys, nearly 2,000 a11 told. Thcn re 
had tllc gad~cring: of dlloolfe-bearers, and tllcir clismal cll\oolics. 
Oirr sick ntrd wounded consislsd of s c v c t ~  officers, scvcn mcn, 



n~rd forty-six Scpoys. 'I'tre rqtli 13a1gnl 1,ancers formed out 
cscort. A long dclny of two hotits took plncc bcforc wc 
wcre really on om mny. Grorrps of friends gathered round 
tlic diffcrcnt dhcolies, and many a conirndc in myitrg 'good- 
bpc' couldn'~ rcfriJn from cs!~ressi~g t l ~ :  wish of his llcnrt by 
snyirig, I wish I co111tl gct swny.' At IcngLh tlie bugle of tlie 
1,anccrs ~oltl us to mount and walk, tllc last 'good-bye ' or 
'goocl-luck' was uscliangcd, tlic Inst nave of a cap from the 
old gntcway, and our backs wcre tamed totvnrds Shcrporc. 
IVc 1,nsscd :t working-party of tlic 7znd busy knocking do~vn 
tlrc walls of a village that lrnd given us a dcnl of iroi~ble 
<luring tlic fighting. One rnore good-bye was given by tllesc 
I~mvc IIighlnnders, wlro snid most hciwtily, 1 llopc you'll 
get back safcly, sir.' As  wc wcnt along the r o d  on thc other 
side of ' Sinh Sung,' ur n w  n good many dead bodies which 
had not been removed since the fight on thc twcnty-third 
of Dcccmbcr. None of tlle city pcoplc turned out: to sce us 
pass, and nothing of intcrcst cnlivencd thc dreary marc11 to our 
first crimping-gro~~nd nt Batknk, wherc we arrivcd bcfore dark. 
TRc grou~rtl was wet on  wlrich wc camped, and could hardly bc 
otlicraisc, as tllc night bcfore it had becn thickly  covered with 
snow. OF all thc cold t~iglits we hnd pas~cd thronglr, this was 
the coldest ; the ground was dnn~p with snow-water, and a shnrp 
frost madc our first rright rlndcr mnvns very trying. Snnlc 
of the sick were taken into t l x  Afghan fort in thc village, which 
is held I-ry n company of the 9th Rcgimcnt. When I turned 
in for tlre niglrt, I added to tlrc clothes I had on my sllcspskin 
1.1usbtccn and boots, whiclr, with the addition of a fur cap, made 
mc comfortnLly warm. 

h/rrbri~rtl, Jrtl~inry Gth.-fVe ncrc a long titne starting, and 
the  poor unforrunatc natives wcrc almost useless from the 
cold. Of all rniscrable crenturcs nonc could look more miser- 
able than the dhoolie-bearers, as they stood shivering, or  
squatting together ovcr the ashes of n cnm~f i re  that had long  



ngo burnt itsclf out, waiting for the sun to warm tlicnl for tlie 
day's work. It ncvet secnied to dawn lipon thcnl that they 
might warm thcmsclves by incrcascd activity ; a vcry cnergctic 
doctor's boot and stick \xrcrc tllc orily warming influences that 
stirred Lhcnl up to work. When oncc they got on thc trot wit11 
the dhaolie, they aecmcd to forget their trouhlcs, aiid got rclicf 
in the dismnl cllrnt of <Ram, Ram,' as thcy cnrricd their 
burdcns bn to the nest mmp 

'l'he Litabnnd camp is just at thc loot of the zigtng road 
wl~iclt Iias been intldc o p  the first ascent of tllc Pass. \Vc 
were 160 Inrgc n convoy to get into tllc lincs, so lint1 to pitclr 
our camp 0rl:sidc Scvernl of thc officers in thc lines hnd dug 
out the centre of their tcnts and made a firc at tllc end, and 
by a dmple contrivntlcc a fireplace was dug in the sidc, ittid n 
llole at the top, outside the tcnt, niadc an csccllent chimney. 
'L'lle mess-lent of tllc 24th Native Infantry was vcry warn1 
and snug; candles were ralhcr scnrcc, so that they had to 
bc blown out until diiincr calnc on, and t11cn c3ch one con- 
tributcd Iris bit of candle, in some c a c s  n w r y  s~nnll bit out of 
A hntcrn, towards the general illuminatio~> of tho dinocr-table; 
then whcit tlrnt was over the bits hnd to be blown out a, r~n~rl ,  ' or 
the ncxt dinncr-pu I be in darkness. Coloncl Nor~llnn 
gave mc a good advice nt partiug rcspcctirrg to- 
1nwro~'a march, rlarncly, ' 6 c t  up that zigzag early in thc 
morning,' advice hot to be forgotten ns onc thought of the 
telegraph-polcs, dhaolies, camels, mulcs and donkcys that 
rr.ould llnvc to tnmist and turn, and wind and bcr~d up tlint fear- 
ful zigzag. 

Sccb BZT, J I I ~ N R ~ ~  2 ulj. - Rc tent was being packed 
nnd strapped on thc baggai I sit on a box and lrnd 
my brenkfasr. Unfortunately lor our start, tlic tclegrnph peoplc 
were k ~ s y  reconstructing tllc linc, and had to takc their tclc- 
graph-poles up the Pass before fvc I I I O V C ~ .  Each mule had 
two long poles fastened on citlcr sidc, ancl then tlic tcdious 
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jot~rney I~egan. Soiitcti~l~cs ~ h c  poles dropped over thc siclc or 
thc Pass, when lhc road bccamo blockcd, and valunblc time 
was \vastcd. 'I'hc wliolc convoy was dclnycd until thc last of 
tlic tdcgr:~pl>-polcs 1w.I crossctl tlic Kotal. 

As so011 as wc Iiild crossctl, \\.c halted for solilc t i ~ n c  to 
gct tllc convoy in proper tnarclling ordcr, and, out of grcat 
conil~sion, form sonictl~i~ig likc an orclcrly lir~c. First of nll, 
n srlundrou of cavalry \vent on as :In ndv;tncc-guard, bel~ind 
which I rodc with Captain C.rmpbcll ; tlion wnlc tlic sick and  
wountlcd in dl~oolies. At~lor~gst tlionl poor Coloncl Clnrkc, of 
thc 7*11d, wirs being cnrricd clown, I fear ~levcr  to rctitril 
to his rcgirncnt ;* and then tllcrc was Captain Chisl~olnie, 
of t l ~ c  9th I,nnccrs, a110 wns shot ~ l ~ r o u g h  t l ~ c  Icg, but won- 
cicrfully chcrr f~~l ,  making n o  morc filss than if hc hati bcen 
prickccl with n pin. \\'e 11iust riot forget n scrgcnlil of the  
67t11, wllo Iiacl lost n 1cg in  a n  cng.lgc~nent, and Iiad 
rctnni~icd l i i l h f ~ ~ l  to his plcdgc drroogli tlic cnnr[)nign. 'l'he 
doctor told him Iic had m:ldc n ra[~i(l recovery, owing to tlic 
fact t l~nt Iic llad becn a n  nbstainor for sonlc ycnrs. Tlie  
1mor rcllow now lr~iew thc vnluc of nbstincncc. After the  
dhoolics cnlnc thc baggngc nnilnnls, and then the long linc 
of transport animals on tltcir way back to Gundamuck. T h i s  
straggling convoy o(1c11 strctcl~ccl from five to six milcs along 
tllc Pass, rind beiorc wc got to tlic top wc lind t o  halt scveral 
t i~ncs  Tor thc purposc of l i l l i~~g in tlic grips nnd getting tlic 
advnncc arld rear grlnrcls ncnrcr C R C ~  otl1cr. It was long past 
noon  lion we ~ n c t  the cscort of infantry frolii Sccb Uaba a t  
the top of t h e  Latnbtind, ~vllcre wc 1,nltecl n n d  llncl it most 
acccptnblc tiflin and our last took nt Cabul, which was cqually 
delighlful to thc wlioIe convoy, and as wc lookcd through the 
glnsscs and handed them to others to takc n fitial peep, wc 
11enrd one trniversal cxprcssion-' Tlrank God, I nln out of that , 

hole !' I\'all llligllt this wish bc dcvoutly and sinccrcly madc. 

Iic tliccl n t  hllnhnbnrl on I~is way Iborne. 





Only n fciv \~ccks  ago llonc of us evcr llrouglit tlrnt we shonld 
bc crossing the T>atahund on orir vVay to Pcshni\wr. 

'rhis r ~ i ~ g c d  PASS winds ovcr rouglr hills and down thcrtony 
bcds of dry nrortntxirl torrents, and tlrc~l tlrrot~gh n n r r o ~ ~  
gorges not ~vidc cnough for an nrtillery gun-carriage to pass, 
li~itil its Inst slopc lcncls to the rougl~ camp a t  Secb nik, 
whcrc tlicrc is ~lolhing b11t rocks and stolrcs and blcnk barren 
nlountnins. 

Just as wc got to tlrc camping-grolu~d wc passed two men 
taking tllc corpse of n relntivc to  be buriccl ill Ilis village gravc- 
yard b r  n\rvny; thc body \!,its in n t ~ d c  coffin, lashed o n  to the 
back oC n cn~nel, n~ld  l ~ d  n most dismal nl~pcarancc as it 
strctclred out on citlicr sidc of the canrcl's nnrrom I ~ c k .  One 
jnnn appenrcd to bc an ordinary camc:l-drivel; nnd the other 
wns cvidcntly a AIoollnh. \\'llrtl~cr this was orrc or  rlrc dcad 
I~eing cnrrictl nwny from Onbut, wc could not find out  ; but 
surli is tlrc revercncc of Afglrnns for thcir dcad, that it is quitc 
possiblc that thcsc mcn had come on thcir drcary jounley 
from 1111. cngngcurcnt bcfore Sherparc on thc t~~tenty-third of' 
Deccmbcr. 

r Our camp \\.as very colnpnct ; we llnd n lrigl~ perpendicular 
rock bcliind t ~ c ,  nnd a shallow strcnm in front. ' I ' k  troops 
stat io~~cd here hnrl thcir camp surrori~lded wit11 n stbne urall, 
atid sandbags placed on thc top. At night n pickct occupicd 
tlrc sumrnit of thc rock, to prevcnt our buing tnkcn by surprise 
in t l ~ c  rcnr. 

J~(edf~//Nk, ]a111l~13~ Slh.-Thc road Lo-dny was nothing like 
so hard ns that of ycstcrdny; the grcnter part of thc way ans . 
comparntivcly lovel-I siipposc as level as a road con bc 
in Ac\Cglrnnistan, which is a col~ntry of rorlgh mountain-prrsscs. 
\Ire got into camp quite cnrly in thc afternoon, abdut three 
o'clock, and I was escccdi~~gly glad to find Colonel 13alI- 
Acton in  c o ~ n ~ n a ~ r d  : x c  lrnd  boll^ passcci tlironglr consider- 
nblc dangers s i ~ ~ c e  wc rnct nt Jellnlnbatl. h ly  tcnt l a 9  pitched 



in  Iris lincs, so  I was comfortably qaartcrcd for thc night. In 
tllu nftcrnoon the Coloncl took me to scc 1l1c wontlcrfi~l Jug- 
dulluk Pass, :is a prccnutionary lncasurc, n icw Scpoys wcrc 
sent on the llills that command the Pass, in case o i  nccidcn[s. 
A fcn xualous A f g l ~ ~ n s  !night bc lnrkirtg about, a t ~ d  this step 
would 1,rcvcnt troublc or1 both sides. Nolhing coultl br. 
grandcr than thc entrancc to tllc wild and r~lggcd gorgc, will) 
its rough nnd rnggcrl rocks towcring above thc defilc, and in 
luaIIy plnccs nllr~ost mccli~lg ; a strcxm of water mnrnlurs 
tl~rougli thc Pass, thc only sound that is  hcnrd, g~~rgling rot~rld 
thc 1~11lders  ill thcir rocky bcd. 111 thc nnrrowcst part I 
could toucll one sidc of tllc l'nss ivitlr my I~ntrcl and thc othcr 
wi th  my walking-stick, making it aboul ninc fcct wide. 
13rccioos stoncs arc said to bc found in thc rive); but wc wcrc 
n o t  fortnnatc cnoagh to come upon nny, This is one of the 
gmndcst  pnsscs in r\fghanistan, aiid it  ~ i o i ~ l d  11c (Iiffic~ilt to 
s i~p~ ,osc  that atrything co l~ ld  hc grnntlcr tiran t11c wildness of 
tIlc Pass, with its bold rocks rising precipitously rrom ~ I l c  bcd 
of the rnoilntnin strcnln, whicll scons to llnvc cut i ~ s  \ray through 
tlrc rocky tlefilc. 'L'lrc bolt1 rocks quite ovcr~~~helrning, and 
t l lc silence, \\-I~ich is only brokcn by thc rushing gurglc of the 
stream, thrillcd OIIC wit11 XWC. 

The  gallant ~ 1 s t  Ildve n 'l'e~lipcmnce tent for tlrc good of 
t l lc  mcn, whcrc tea and coffec can be Ilad, nrirl even a soppcr 
of corncd bccf. Bclorc going to dinlrer I had a mecting, and 
prcscntcd onc or Lwo llnrs, for faithful scrvicc (as abstainers) 
during thc war. \\'ith a c o r n i ~ l n ~ ~ d i ~ ~ g  officer n pcrsonal 
abstainer, the 5 1st  011glit to bc proucl of its position. Captain 
l?. Bnttyc, one of  our woundcd officers, clinccl with us at 1l1c 
5 1st mcss. Hc had n vcrg molidcrfirl cscapc ; n lli~llct struck 
h i m  on one side of the ncck, wcnt ~ o u n d  unclcr thc skin, ant1 
then cane out  on the olhcr sidc, witbot~t doing more scrious 
irrjrtry than giving him a stiff neck for a Tcw wccks. 

Pcs?trn!i, J~trrmry 9tlr.-iYe had an  cxtm escort of nren 



furnishcil Ily [he 5151, ns the 1';lss was not considered snfc ; 
bands of mcn \vcrc consrantly liring ripoil convoys as they 
lnarchcd tlrrougll, nntl whcn wc Iind got to tlrc nnrrowcsl part 
wc lialtcd about tielf an hoar for the infantry to crown the 
hcighrs befort: wc vcaturcd inlo die narrow road, which will 
allVnys bc remcmbcrcil wit11 drcad as tIic place ~ I I C ~ L L  t l ~ c  
:lrmy in 18.12 was ~~ncs.lorcd by men wllo lind promiscd 

b. \\*it11 an  ontli to cscorl t l i c l~~  safcly ant of tlic country, but wc 
lnad to procecd to the top of thc I<otal wilhout tlrc Ircights 
being ao\vnetl, ,IS wc liad not s~lllicicnt IIICII for tRc purpose; 
hat1 tllc cllcmy becn tbcre, lifty ~ n c n  cotild hnve llcltl the 
l'.lss ngai~ist rls, and throwtr thc wllolc convoy into nttcr con- 
fusion (n few ivceks after \ve Iind passcd throllgli, an oRiccr 
of the grst was Lillcd on tiis road). 

IVe rcnchcd Pcsrvnn cnrly, alld fo~l~ld  nn crltcrprising nntivc 
it1 n tent sclling nl l  t11c stmngc things of ;I regular bos-wnllnl~, 
from biscuits, prcscrircs, and pickles, to paper, needles, and pins. 

Sr&"rl SN))~,  Jr~~ti~try I 0th. -OU r 11rarc11 to tIiis camp was very 
cnsy ; thc grcater part  of the way was do\vnhill and then along 
thc level valley of Gundaniuck. \Vc ti~ct sottrc officers going 
to the front who were lirll of thc gusli of war, ir~itlr brand- 
new rcvolvcrs in Satn llrown belts, ncrv trunks on thc bag- 
gsgc mulcs, and a11 tlic swn*ggcr of firc.catcrs \\.lie saw \r.C.'s 
and C.13.'~ ~hrough tlrc smoke and din of war. \\'c had some 
in our dl~oolics who wcrc tame co~npnred with tlicse l~lnnk- 
cartridge warriors; ours I~nd passcd lhrougli tl\c fire of t11c 
fight, and had sccn the mi~tilatccl rc~rrairis of brother-soldiers 
bro~lgllt inlo camp, ant1 found nothing to boast of in wnr, As \re 
passed lhc ' Forty-fot~rth Hill,' wherc tlic last dcspernte stntrd 
was mndc in 1842, OIIC of our conr~~any lnust llavc thouglit 
sadly of t l~e  day whcn liis father was ollc of tllrcc who cscaped 
to Futlccabad from that fcarfill slaughter. (Dr. Ue l l c~~ ,  Chicf 
I'oliticnl Officer, was rctur~ling through sickness) Thc tlirea 
onicers wcrc Dr. Uellerv, Dr. Dryden, and Lieutenant Grant. 



As wc c~itcrcd t l ~ c  vnllcy npc found thc cawp had ~irorlerl 
fro", G ~ ~ n d a m u c k  to L-hc high gr01111d of  Sufccrl Sung ; 11rc half- 
finisIled huts wcrc still st:inding which werc Irciug bnilt when 
I passctl tllrougl~. At thc camp I was very kindly rwuived 
by tllc ~ 1 s t ;  tllc clcatl tnblccloill on tlrc mrss-table lookcd 
cluilc grand, and nlt the surroundings of thc camp had quitc 
rr civilized nppcarnncc, nflcr thc rough and rcady catnp life on 
the otlrcr siclc o l  tlrc I i~tnbund. F'inc keroscnu lamps, insteacl 
of bits of cnlidlc st l~ck on b i ~ s  of stone, \iqcrc nlloweil to b11rn 
all cvctring, instcad of being blown out for tho snkc of 
economizing tlrc last bit of cnndlc; then thc bnranr had o ~ i c  
or two nativcs, scllirlg not hosgital comforls, but Tommy 
Atkins's Iusuries, such xs sarclincs, tobncco,lucifcrs, vincgxr,and 
bases ofbiscuits at thrcc rupccs, and tills of mnrmaladc at onc- 
Lhrce, wcrc rczlIler too Irigh for 'l'oni~ny. 

Thc clitnate hcrc is most dcliglitfill, wnnn crlor~gl~ to slcep 
~vithont R poshtecn. Snow ncvcr falls in i l ~ c  vnllcy ; i t  o~ i ly  
crowns thc surroulldillg hills will1 its whitcncss, giving a 
lovely Lint nt sunset on tlrc dark pinc-forcsls on t l ~ c  montitain- 
rnngc of the Snfucd Koh. 

At the post-ofice I f o u ~ ~ d  somc lcttcrs waiting for mc, 
a n d  Ircard th i~t  tllc lost inail-bags wcrc recovcred pcstcrtlny 
beL\\.ecn this and Pcswan : Elle robbers Iiad sntisfictt thcmsel\.cs 
that  thc mail-bags contained notlling but lcttcrs, and Icfl ~ l l c ~ n  
not vcry far from thc road. I also licard fro111 the I'ost~nnster 
that Dr. Lmrus's tclcgram got as far as this, when \ ~ c  wcrc 
shut up in Sherporc, and that hc had rcplicd I was in Cabul. 

In  the cvcning I prcscntccl Afghan Ims lo our fi1ithCuI 
mcmbcrs in the 5 1st; L\l;cnty-seven mc;~  rcccivccl thcm, and tlrcy 
seemed very pleased with thcir 'l'cmpcrancc honours. 

I dined at t l ~ c  $rst  mcss, and Iiad n good many q~iestions to 
answcr ~bout  the posiliorl of aKairs a t  Sbcrporc. It is n vcry 
cnsy nmtlcr to light n bnttlc, tilkc irp a position, and dclc~lcl a 
post, without n blundcr o r  reversc over n nicss-tnblc, wit11 
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nothing but thc clnttcr of plates, nntl rnttlc of ct~tlcry, a~lcl 
tlrundcring talk cnlivcncd wit11 ronrs of l;~nglltcr, but qr~itc 
anotlrcr mattcr wlicn tllc fight isngninst ovcrwlrcln~ing nu~~rbcrs, 
when the bullet firlds its mnrk, whcn wowrdcd arc carricrl in 
to dic, 2nd whcn positio~rs hnvc to 11~' t n l i ~ ~ l  111) I~~i~riedly,  
nncl :t hnntlfr~l of 1lic11 Ilrrve to hold tlicir own ngnir~st ~liousn~rds. 
hIcri III :I~ bl~lidcr i t1 war, but too orlcn tllortghllcssly ccnsurc 
i n  pc.1~~. 

i t  I I # / - ,  - S I I  i o r n  I-Iow 1 
bcg;tu to long for n quiet Snbbatll-day, witlr its sacrccl Ironrs of 
dcvatio~i and rcvcrcnt adofittior1 in tlis lrousc of prayer insteat1 ' 
of lhcso camps o i  war ; when 011 thc lint of nri~rcIr tlic Sabl)atl~ 
is forgottcrr in dlc continunl rotrntl of duty trllicli ncl~llits of 
~lcithcr rest nor calm. Ilclbrc the co~ivoy stnrlcd I wc~il: \t'ith 
C;tml)bcll n slrort distn~rcc fronl the caaip LO scc tllc cclactcry, 
whcrc he had to f nd thc grave of tlic 1)rotIlcr of tllc officer 
who comttlnndcd his bnttcry. \Yc forir~cl thc gravcs niccly 
kcpt; n little mud wall sc.pnr;itcd tlic cnclosurc from thc ficlds, 
and thc uaalcs of thc ofliccrs Irere crlgrnvcd on sto~ics and 
securcd on tlie Lop of thc graves. I-Iow many of tllcse silcnt 
nrc~noriiils nre now lcft in ilfghnnistnn to tell of our marc11 
tllrough the Innd ! 

On our way to Fort Rnttyc wc llnsscd tllc village of 
Futtecabad, \vhcre two of tllc thrcc olficcrs wl~o cscnpcd from 
thc 11iH 15.c passed in thc Ct~nctnnu~ck V:~lley wcrc crr~elly 
m~~rtlcrcd ; Dr. Dclle~v's fathcr was onc, rind Liouteirnnt Grn~it 
thc other. \\'hen the villagers cnmc out n~rd ofkrcd thcnl 
milk and brcnd they wcnt illto the villngc ; blit Dr. Urydcn re- 
fused ntrd pushcd on lor Jcllnlabad, tvlrere lic arrived worn out 1 
\\*it11 htiguc and ~vounds, tlic solc survivor of 111s Cnbt~l Army 
of 13,ls. His companions were bnrbnrously mtrrdcrcd by 
trcnclierous Afghans, who, rlllcler prctcocc of generous Jlospi- I 

tality, Ilnd dccoycd them into their villagc. It was a s ing t~ l~ r  
coincidc~~cc that we shor~ld have nnotlicr officer in our co~ivoy 



wllo lost his brothcr in lllc prcscnt war nt thisvillagc: C;lptnin 
1.'. Nnttye's brothcr, AInjor IVigmln Uattyc, of ~ l l c  Guidcs, was 
killed a t  tllc bnltlc of Fi~ttcc:ibad in tllc Afg11n11 campaign 
belorc thc G r ~ ~ r d a n ~ u c k  trcaiy mas signed. l'his fort has bccn 
p ~ r t  in n condition of dcfcncc, wllicl~ it certainly \vns no1 when I 
passcrl 1111. 'I'hc outlook frorn this placc is most drcary and 
dcsolnk; ns fnr as tlic cyc c ~ t l  sec tllcrc is nothing but stoncs, 
nncl this stony dcscrt is s~~rroundcd by I,lc:tk barren mouniains. 
l'hc fort is gniriso~rcd by n dciach~ncnt of tllc ~ 2 n d  N.I. and 
10th 1_1.C., ant1 flies n flag. '1'11~ vcry land looks snvngc, and 
is llcld by n savngc nncI mcrcilcss rncc who rcgnrd n:crci n s  
nlcnkiicss; tllc oilly rccogniscd In\v is thc rulri;~n powcr of 
;in XTgRnn knifc. IVith tlrc ~\fghnn, law tuwns brutc-forcc, 
and justicc nnolhcr word for rcvcngc. 

Ir'osnbn//, Jn~rrtrnr~~ ro//r.--\Yc 11ad only a sI10rt ride this 
morning to Rosabnd, and got tllclc by twelvr o'clock, nrlcl got 
vcry comfortnble quarters in tllc fort, thorougllly cnjoyitlg ngaod 
rcsl in t l~c  nfternaon : const:~111 marching bccot~~cs  very weary- 

Viug, nlld very fatiguing. Our sick and wo~~ncIcd arc doing 
wondcrl'rrlly wcll, 

Jc/krlrrb(rd, jutlnrrry 13!/r.-Hnd a liol ride ovcr tllc sandy 
plain LO this city. T h e  road is throogh n llcrfcct dcscrl of 
s:uncl. \Vc pitcilcd our tents in Ll~c Colnrrlissnrint Fort, 
closc to tllc I~ospital, nlhicll wc found [lad been vcry grcatly 
strcngtlicned sirlcc wc pnsscd up. It is now cluilc cn1,nblc of 
standing n sicgc, and 1;rrgc cnough Lo 11oId all tIlc troops in tlic 
c:imp ns ~vell 3s tlic stores. 

i'irc soor1 hcnrd the cninp news, vrhich w:ts anytl~ing but 
co~xlforiing ; namcly, that n. f igh~ was going on about sis ~lrilcs 
;rhcnd, snd wc soon llcnrd Lhc guns in ~ h c  dircc[ioll of hli 
13.1ghnn1. It is to bc hoped that we arc  not going to be shut 
ul) again, and I I ~ I V C  to wait wcoks bcforc the road is clcnr. This 
news is not vc1.y ~~Icasa t~ l ,  ns \\*c llcnr that thc Alohni~nundsnrc 
up, and at tacking all our military i~osis bct wccn this and Lundi 
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Iiotal. l'hc kribc is snit1 to hnvc rise11 to prcvcnt Ynkoob's wife 
:~ncl womcn from bcing dcl)ortccl to Indin, nlicl, unfol.tr~natcly 
f,)r us, t h y  arc snl,posctI to Lrc i l l  our convoy. \ire 'cn::ty have 
sumc old women of  the other scs, I)HI they arc ccrtirinly not 
wit11 11s. News fro111 Cill1111 is not vrry sntisE~ctory, Our old 
foe, AI ; I I IOI I IC~  Ja11, is trying to get thc tribes to risc again, and 
llopcs to sccurc t11c co.ol~cri~tioti ol  tlic 'l'urcomnss. \\'c were 
gricval to hcnr of tllc ctcntli of Dr. Porter, tllc principnt nicdic:il 
ofliccrtlf thc Cnl,ul Force. ZJc dicd vcry si~cldcoly fronl plrcu- 
~ t r ~ i ; l .  'I'hc wliolc cam11 will fcel his loss, and tlic sick and 
woi~~itlect 11nvc lost n kind and skilC\11 frictid. 

Ji / /~r/ /r lmr/ ,  Jlrfft~n~y r;!//l.--Alorc troops hnvc go~lc out this 
morning, so M'C arc Iikcly to LC ilc~ninctl tlrrce or fo~rr days. 
t;cncml nriglit camc ro~lnd 10 visit thc \r.oril~tlctl, and liatl :I 

kindly word for cacli. IJc told 111c 1h:tt hc cspcctcd thc fig11 t- 
ing \\.0111tl bc ovcr by to-niorrow, but we s l ro~~ t~ l  have to w i t  for 
the road to 111: clccturcd safe bcforc t l ~ c  convoy co111tl procccd. 

13inccl with Alnjor Cracrofr at  tlic nrcss of thc 3rd G.C., 
nnrl hcnrd n niost ;unasiag ncconnt of tllc Innnucr in \vIiich 
3~ohrnmunds ntlnck. Orlr troops wcrc on this sidc of tllc 
Unbrll Kivcr, and ait~lcsscci n slr;lugc war-tla~rcc \vllidl thcsc 
snvngc rifglinns indl~lgcd in bcforc ntlcmpting to cross. Tlicy 
dn~~cccl round ntld ro~lntl ill circles, waving their krlivcs nbovc 
thcir I~cads, j~r~iipit~g ruid shol~ting iriost hidcoilsly. As thcy 
nttclnptcd to ford tlrc rivcl; our gu~ls u~~ctlcd ou tllcm, and thcy 
tlispcraxl as rapidly as possible, or, to p111 it into camp dialcct, 
' thcy lcggcd i t  to tllc hills as so011 as wc slatcd tlrcni.' 011 
snying good-tiiglit at tllc Icni-door, I had to be instnlctecl 
i l l  tllc best a i d  snfcst way of pnssitlg the scutrics, who wc~,c 

i 
w r y  jumpy nt night, owing to thc ?vIoliniirlund scnrc. Soil-be- 

I 
timcs thc cnck of tlic riRc fallo~vs ijuickcr tllnn t l ~ c  answcr 
to cl~lcstion, ' \I1l~o goes Ihcrc ?' 'I'lrc word of parol \t7ns 

Dcllli,' and I soot1 got cIl:~llcngcd nt the fort-gntc-'\Vllo 
gocs thctc ?' ' A fricntl,' was thc ans\vcr. ' CGve llie word 1 
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of parol;' 311d L l i ~  \ ~ o r d  ' 1)cllri' broupl~t tlic pcnnission to 
cntcr, and ' l'ass on.' \\'c lrnd a vcry great &a\ of cxcitc. 
mcnt nnrong our tcnts, by some npoiliocnrics kccping up a 
collvivinl mccting very long ;~ftcr 1:lttoo. \\'c Ilcard illcm hold- 
ing n illock court-martial over souic unfortiinnic dispenser of 
pills ni~tl ponmdcrs, and from tho stri~r~ge and lolld kind of talk 
tIr;tt: could bc 1re;rrtl for soluc distance, tllcy must Irnvc I~ccrr 
sustnilling lliclnselvcs on hospital comforts, rntl~cr tliali l~uspital 
nlctlicincs. 1111 at once ;I wcll-kno\~~i~ nicdical voicc was licart\ 
~llollti~ll: for tlic sclltry lo nrnkc thusc noisy i~l,otf~cwrics 
prisoners. 'I'lic clorlr~cncc ir r  the liospitnl-tent \\#as so011 
silcnccd, nlrd t11c liglits blorv~i oilt, curd cvcryonc fist aslt?ep. 
:\s soon as tllc call for scnlry wiw I~card, somc fancied lhnt 
thc AIollmrni~ntlr, wcrc doing a war-d;uicc it1 the Tort, wid 
' \V1lnl1s ~ h c  Inntlcr?' \\.a5 so011 sirrickcd 011i Croni C V C ~ Y  tcnt 
ill o w  little corllur of thc fort. 'l'l~c cnusc of llrc disturb;~ncc 
\\.as ilcithcr 1\Iolr11rnrni1tl nor i\fgll;ul, brrt thc nrcIi.cnc~ny tlic 
1,l:ick bottle, who cnn Corcc alry sclrtry, ;unct ovcrcomc any foe. 

J;!l//~/{rb(r(/, Jn///cfiry r g//,.-hlorc ~~nsntisf:ictnry nlmours are 
flying nl~oirl camp, LO tlic cCrccl that D;tkkxlins bccn surrounded, 
;uid ~lmt  1,tlndi lCot;~l has bccn ~hrcatcncd. l'roops axe bcillg 
i ~ ~ s l \ c d  otr froni I'osl~nwur, so thcrc oughl not lo bc a vcry 
grcnl dclay on accoulit of this rising. 

fiI/~/c/(rbic~t,jir~~ii~i~y I G//r.-1\11 night thc wind Irntl bee11 blow- 
ing lrnrtl, and n rcgnl;lr s;ul~d-slorm cnlrlc swcoping over tllu 
caml), cnrly it1 illc nlorlri~ig. '1'0 our grcat joy, il only lnstcd a 
few hours. My for~ncr cxl)criclrcc mxtlc mc fcar anothcr forty- 
eight Iioi~rs of s;lnd and wind. 

Ilclorc breakfast I saw ;I rcgimc~rt parnclc Lo wilncss so~ilc of 
thcil* ~ n c n  floggcd for brcnking into tllc canteen i111d s l~~ l i l rp  
tlrc rum. Nothing could be nlorc disgr;~ccftll than this drunken 
crimc, whicIr was lodgerl, not ;rgnil~s~ onc ~nnn, but against the 
\\,llolc guard. Allor tllis i~ Scl~oy g~lnrd hi~d to tnkc tlrc duty of 
Uritisli soldiers, \Vl~ctr sliall \ivc see illis evil nbolishcil-this 



ruln rnlion ? If brings cvil alld shamc rvhcl.cvcr it is tolcrntcd; 
it brings discnsc arlrl disgrace into cvcry camp wlrcrc it is 
issrrcd. 111 18qz this \.cry plncc witiicssetl lhc coarngc, 1 1 1 ~  

paticncc, nnd the discipline of Tlritistl soldicrs, who could 
dercritl tlrcir garrisoll, fight Akbnr Kh:t~l, and dcfc:~t him in 
front of 1I1c city \\,rills, and gain for llrcmscl\~cs tlrc glorioris 
IlRnlC of ' Illtrstrious Gi~rrison,' without the aid of liquor. 
Oflicers :ind mcn cndlircd i l ~ c  privations of a long sicgc ~vith- 
0111 irrtosicxti~ig drink to cl~ccr and nervc thcnr, \vllich it licvcr 
docs, but on tTic contraly, is productirc of discontent :urd dis- 
order. If Uritish solclicrs cnnnot go on activc scrvicc without 
being nervctl and slrcrrgtlrcncd with liclnor, thc soollcr thcy go 
llo~nc to their gralidniotlicrs thc bcttcr for thcir couulry ntid [lie 
scrvicc, \rlro ncctI brnvc :ind stcady nncn, ncither stirnrilatccl nor 
slul-rcficd by drilrk, to fight thcir bnttlcs and rnnintain tlic honour. 
of thcir nnnic. 

I tiincd will1 ;\Injor -, who is thc Transport ollicer in 
chargc of this pnrt of tllc line. I-Ic has tlic vcry grcat ndvan- 
tagc of 11cing nblc to cot~vcrsc frccly mith thc rlfglrans in their 
own Innguagc, and has becn nblc to rcdrrco tlrc trctns1)ort rntcs 
dong tlic line. l'hc cost of transport bctwcn I'cshnwor and 
Cnbul is erronnous, amounting to four or fivr! Iacs o i  rrrl~cos a 
tiiontli. On onc occnsioli 11c showed an Afghan hIoollah ~ I l c  
whole of thc Koran \vrittcn by n Aloirlvic on thin pnpor, and 
rolled up like a l~iccc of ribl)ot~, and allorit tlrc snnlc sixe. As 
so011 as tic snm it, Irc said, ' Sahib, no mnn can possil)ly kill you 
as long as yo11 Iravc that aborrt you.' TIlc Sal\il) rcplied, ' I don't 
trust to thc clrnrnl of n piccc of papcr ; I nln trtrstilrg in Cod, 
not irr the Koran.' One cvening he wns rending thc Cospcl of 
St lInttbc\v to some mcn ~vlio lrnd comc to scc hill?, and 
amongst than was n bigotctl nloollnh; but his bigotry had LO 

girre may bcforc tlic words of truth rind wisdoln wIric.11 wcrc rcnd 
to him from Llic 5th cliaptcr or St. hIatlhcwls Gospcl, nntl Ilc bc- 
canic nnsious to kuow alio lint1 written tIic book, and who \Itas 



tlic tc:tclicr wlio taught a~c l r  sul~limc tn1111, csclniming, ' I  ncvcr 
henrtl sucll \vistloni; wl~osr: wortls arc thcy?' and nnsiously 
t)cggccl for tllc book Lo bc givc~r to him tli:tt Irc might rcnd 
more tiinn hc lint1 I~cnrd. IVl~cu 11c \spas told thnb tlicy wcrc 
t l ~ c  \vords of tlic I,orcl 'Jesus Christ, hc pr~t up his linrids nnci 
nskcd i\llirh Lo forgive him for listcning to tlic \\.nrds of Ilic 
tcacl~or of tlrc ' i~~lidcl's rcligiotr.' I-Towc\~cr, hc took the book 
after gclting this ~)ro~nisc  from thc Xlirjor, tlint hc would not 
tell any of his pcoplc that llc hntl got it, or tllnt 11c lind listcnccl 
to tlia tcnclling of tile itifidcl's tenclicr. '1'Iiis is strong tcsti- 
Inony fro111 n I)igolcd X~Ioollnll thnt Christ's tcnchiag was filr 
:~bovc: Al i r l~o~r~c~~s,  and, Lo uscl~isown wortls, ' lic h:rrl iicvcrIic:trd 
such truth;' or in otllcr words, rcpci~ting what h:is nlrc:ldy bccn 
recordt:cl coticcniing tlic words of Jcsus, ' Ncvcr 11rot1 spnkc 
like 11iis mitn.' 'I'hnt forl)iddcn I>oolr of truth llns been lcft in 
;III Afglr:~n hIooll;rli's hnnd, :inti who cnri spon~latc on the con- 
scrlmn(:cs? !\ sccd sown, to I}c Couad ;~ltcr many d;rys. 

/j(/t'iX'~/,, jilrumy 17l/l.--At Iilst LIIC I.OICI was dcclnrcd to 
hc S I ~ C ' ,  SO \YC matlc n start \irldcr n strong cscort of cnsalrl: 
\ \ r l ~ c ~ ~  wc c;unc to Ali 15ngh;~m wc fortnd a strong pickct 
11ostcd so ns to co~nmand tlic road. 011ly  ins^ wcck aarnc rln- 
Cor.lc~n;~tc dl~oolic-bcnrcrs hcrc Iinckcrl to picccs hcrc ; somc of 
tllcrn oflbrcrl all the rupccs tlrcy 11ad snvcrl, hut no money 
co\~ltl satisfy thc bloodtliirsty h@l~nns,  \sdro wooltl kill nnyouc 
wlio rcccivcd vngcs from inlidcla, \Vhcn wc rcnc:lierl Rnriknb, 
wc Ilcnrd fill1 pnrticulnrs nbout Lhc crigngcnlcnt nt Dnkka, 
wllcrc tlrc cncmy hnd r:rosscd t l ~ c  rivcr, n t~d  dctcrmincd lo 
forcc our position, but wcrc rcpulscci by thc Dakkn forcc, 
wliiclr only corisistctl of scvcll hu~~clrccl Scpoys :rnd n bnttcry 
of nrtillcry. 't'he gunners workccl tl~cir gr~ns so ndmirably, 
that tlic hlol~mrnul~ds lcggccl it ovcr tflc hills and ovcr the 
rivcr to tlicir own sitlc at l a l p o r n  I)crorc ttic Sc~oys  colild 
gct fairly ~vithin mngu. If t l ~ c  Lrrndi Kotnl J3rigndc lrad bccn 
1113 in timc, very fc\v ~vould cvcr hnvc crosscd ~ h c  river ; three 



hours latc on thc field of action cus11lccI thc cnclny to gct 
nwny. 'I'hc littlr? g<~rrisoli a t  nakkn lll~lst IJC ~.c~r~itrki~bly prolltl 
of its lrork, bcntitig ;i rorcc of four or five thousand with a 
Irnnrlhll of nicn o~ily scvc~r 11111idrccl strong. 

\Vc wcrc vcry kindly nlyd hospi1ol)ly t cccivcd by thc medi- 
cal oficcr in cll:~rgc, who had a good brcw of ten rcnclg with 
clrcesc nntl bist.ui[s, m11c11 more scnsiblc than nnotlicr mcdico 
who cnnlc round with n bmlrdy bottlc as soo~r ns wc got in. 
1':vcryolic cnjoycd tllc tcn, and did not cvcn cal! for n pcg. I 
I>clicve pegs would soor1 go orit of fasliiou if Lcapots wcce only 
oftc~lcr in troduccd. 

Jitirlst~i.tln/, Jr~rt tn~j l  18th.-Sulrdny rriorning, wc Ilopc thc Inst: 
of  tl~csc war-lroublcd Sabbntlrs, h mhidr Lhcrc is no rost and 
110 rcgard for t l~e  day of prayer. TIo\v t l ~ c  want of this rest- 
clay makes 11s fccl tlic ilnportnncc of onc day in scvcli being 
sct aptu't for the rest of rlIan arid bc;tslI :111d for \votsl\il> n11d 
prnisc to ' tlic 1,ord of illc Snhbntll.' Vcrily tllc S:~bljntli was 
n~ndc for man.' I t  was inipossiblc to lcnvc tlris camp witlioot: 
cnll i~~g Lo iili~rd tlic nambcr of  cl~olcm victilns who Iic br~ricd 
bel\vccn thc camp and tlrc 14iver. 'I'his was onc of thc worst 
camping-grounds in thc wholc of thc lilrybcr ruutc; from this 
plncc the dcst~.oping angel of dcath sccnlcd LO follow on tllc 
liccls of cvc~y rcgiliic~lt ns itmnrclicd tllro~igll tllc passes of the 
Kl~ybcr, strcwing the road with tlcncl, and blocking up thc 
watcrcourscs with dcnd camels ; th c very ground hccnnrc pol- 
luted, and the watcr was poiso~lcd with cnrcnscs, and ille ntmos- 
~ h c r c  bccnrnc cllnrgcd with the m:lInria of clcntl,. I-111ndrcds 
~crislred bcLwcen Dnriknb nnd Pesha\vur on thc fatal march, 
so terribly, but righrlg, cnllcd thc ttrnrch o/r!cuth, 

\ire could not start nt our cnrly hour o\\#ing to a heavy fall of 
rain. It had bccn looking clorldy for somc days, and during 
the night w e  I~ad rntlrcr a downpour; fortunately tlre ground 
was very sandy, and took in the wntcr like a sponge ; hut our 
tents wcrc dralchcd, whiclr made tllcllr very hcnvy for the poor 



I 

bnggngc nnjn~als. Soon artcr Lcn \IT 111ndc ;i start, : \ ~ ~ r l  t l ~ c  
nfcall~er tlrorcuglily clenrcd up, rnnking i t  plcasnrrt for our 
~nnrch. l'hc vicw of thc Snfced Koh was vcry grand ; thc 
peaks nnd slopcs \\'ere covcrcd wit11 snow, \r.l~ich glistcrrcd in 
thc sr~~rligl~t wit11 dazzling brightness an(\ beauty. T l ~ c  sorlsct 
mas very splentlid ; the wild mo~rntnin gorge not very far iron> 
thc camp, ll~rougll wl~ich r l~c  Cilbul River forccs ils ntny, \\*as 
lightcd up with tlrc rays of the setting st111 ; and tllcn tlic fading 
light rcsletl ;~\vIiilc upon t l ~ c  lofty mngcs, which pilcd s~rnllnit 
upon summit, ~rntil thc light of evcntidc burst forth in softerred 
Irriglitncss as it cast its dcpnrting rays upon thc snow.clad 
peaks of pure ~ 1 1 t l  pearly \\.liilcncss. This Snbbi~th cvcning 
ilzc cnnrp of wnr was still and calm ; noihing bot ihc tre:d oT 
thc sentry Lroke the stillness of t11c sunsct sccnc. Nnturc 
licrsclf in sunset glory secnicd ravercntly closing thc day of 
rcst in prayerful ndoration, lcntling thc soul from natarc's glory 
111) to crcntionls God. l'liis calm was very brief, for just as 
the sun totlchcd tlre horizon tlic c:lnip rvns alivc with noisc: 
buglcs aud trumpets ~nnde the I~ills eclio with tlicir call ; 
guards wcrc mounted and rclicvod; horscs wcrc neighing for 
their evening mcnl, :~nd cvcrybody \Ifas astir making rciidy for 
t l ~ c  night; fresh scr~tries wcrc posted, and cvcry care takcn to 
prcvent a st~rprisc. 

DofiRtr, jnnt~ctry ~g//r.--During the night our patrols llatl 
a slight I)nrsIi witli sornc of thc etiei~ly n.110 dcligl~t in cutting 
thc telegraph-~~ircs, arid carrying :u\.ng ns rn~lcli as thcy can ; 

1 accorcling to all accounts, tl~cy arc cagablc of carrying hcary 
loads, 11it~ing cnrricrl tons of wire nu1ay at cliffcrcnt timcs, 
greatly to the annoy;lncc of the telcgrnph ollleers ~ I i o  llrvc tllc 
troublc and danger of reconstructing thc lint of communicn. 
tion. Tlie resull of the attack n'as two Afghans killed, \vho 

', 

I\ were brot~ght into calllp; nrld crowds of men gntl~crctl rou~ld 
t l~e  dead bodies in thc morning, nstonislicd to find thcm such 1 remarkably line and pawerhl men. I 



\i7e clltcrcd Dnlika wc saw n battery of I-Iorse 

Artillcry nrld squadron of Carabi11cc:rs going orit to clcar the 
have to lrlnrcli to-morrow of solnc Shinwarris, who are 

sIlpposcd lo bc waiting in thc Pass Tor our convoy. TIlcy 
rc.turnctl so011 :1f1cr S U I I S C ~  witlioul firing n S ~ I O ~ ,  or scei~lg 
a si~rgle A ~ ~ l ~ ~ i ~ ~  

After it  a.;ls (lark, our signnllc~~s werc Ilusy signalling to tlic 
cnIlll> nt 1.tinili I;ol;~l lly Incalls of Innlcrns. 'Yhcsc 1:tntcrns 

very po\vcrTtiI kcroscne lamps, and in front a kind of 
19~l1cti;ur tin I)li~ltl n~hich, I)y opcrring arid shutting it rapitlly, 
nlakcs Ibslss of ligllt ivhicll colrld be dislinclly sccn and rcad nt  ' 
Jlount l'isgnh, ten lnilcs distant, 1110 Lrlndi cmnp signal-station. 
Thc nicsvnsc s c ~ ~ t  Lo Dakka was to keep n slinrp look-out Tor 
lllc Shin\v;lrris \vho noere w;~i[ing to 1n;lkc an nttzick on Lhc 
contoo).. l'11e agtl? Regiment is cspcctcd Ilcrc lo-niorrow from 
Lrll~tli Kotal. Two con~pnnics llnvc already arrived to 
strcngl ilc11 lhis cnlnp. 

Ltl~tn'i A'u/ln/, JIINI~RT~ 20//1.-0111* start this tnornirlg wns 
co~lsidci-ctl lo bc dnrrgcrous, so our cscort was srrcngthcncd to 
~ x c ~ ~ c r i t  any nccidcnts on the way. llrc nrct thc -5th mnrch- 
ing tllroagli, n.llich wns nn cscccdingly strong cscort in itself. 
Tllc Sllil~warris wcrc not likcly to \lentare tlowr~ tlrc I'ass 
while such a Torcc nlns ~narching tlrrol~gl~. So we marched 
through with notlring to frighten 11s [lot the bmy of a jncknss, 
who h:~d succccdcd in gctting rid of Ilis load, and was rcjoicillg 
in Ilis libcrty. 

\17hen we rnct tlrc 25th Lhcir bn~lrl strtlck 11p a li\rcly tulle, 
~ l i i ch  very plens.vltly brokc in LIPOI~  tllc dull monotony oT o ~ l r  
march. 1i;vcry Iread was soon o~itsidc llic dhoolics to scc thc 
brave Tcllor\~s pass to tlie front. I saw sever~l of our mcn, 
n~id Iiope thcy will rc~nnin Githf~rl to thcir plcdgcs throrrgh tllc 
cnnrpnigrl, 

This cam]) is  row vcry strongly fortified, and the diffcrcnt 
rcgimcllts havc bcc11 brought very miicl~ closer togcthcr : cvcry- 



onc i s  getting very tirccl of tltc wnr, and weary of lllc drcnrp 
~ q m p  and thc llnrrcli mount;tins of the Kllybcr. 

b. Ari il/nuYd, Ji,r,tnry 2 IJ/.-\\~c lind a w r y  cnsy nl arcli, and 
frcc from all sc;~rcs ; 110 need for fi~rtlicr nltrnl when Lhc mail 
tonga r,?tllcs through 1l1e Khybcr and thc buglc-uotcs are  
echoing tl~rouglr thc I'nss. ?'hcrc is somctlling very g r ;~nd  in  
this bold a11d formidnblc n~onntainpnss, llte gntcwny to 
Arghnnistnn; bolt1 rocks rise 111) from tltc rivcr almost perl>cn- 
diculnrly. V'lliIc t l~c  tops of tIrc nloi~n~nins arc towcring ovcr-  
Ilcnd, no nrrny co~ild cvcr ~nnrcll througl~ tlic Pass so long as 
tllc surrounding ticights were hcld \i~illi brcccll-londcrs. Tlic 
narrowest pnrl is almut forty fcct wide, and that part of tl~c 
road is dircclly covorcd 13). thc l~ciglrts of ~ l l i  hIt~sjid; tllc 
filusjid is closc lo tilo road, I,ut tllc fort is on thc t o ~ )  of 
a bold rock right iri t h c  ccntrc of tllc l'ass. \Yc Imvc clotlc 
n great: dcal to 111nkc tiic Kiiybcr im~)rcgirnblc, anrl fccl s u r c  
that  ncilller Afghnn nor Russian coultl march througll to Indin 
so long as wc hdd  ~ l l c  sl~rroundiug heights, whicll cornn~nncl 
cvcry part of t l ~ c  road ns it winds its ~i*ny nlorrg this difficult 
and much-drcadcd IChybcr. Tlrc o111y drawback is t h c  1111- 

fortunate nossibility of allothcr road bcing lnnde through o ther  
passes in tlicsc ~vild ~llountain-r:triges, which nfTord srlcll 
cxceilcnt shcltcr on zccou~lt of heir ruggcdncss and nombcrless 
defiles rd~icli intcrscct t l ~ c  wllolc rangc. Thus onc pass may 
k rendercd in~prcgnnblc, wllilc dozcns, only a littlc inorc diCli- 
c ~ ~ t t ,  could soon bc lnndc pn5snblc. So that Lhc ' Scicntilic 
Frontier' is a very visionary linc over nunlbcrlrss moun~nin-  
rangcs that would rcqui1.e the scrviccs of n largc forcc to 
mnke all thc p:lsses sccure against invnsion. IVlion n goat- 
path is suf'licient for nn ~lfgllnn army, it woirld bc iml~ossiblc 
to guard cvcry ravilrc and gorgc \i~hich 111ighr shelter a n  
cneiny that can stcnl across mountains \villi all tllc C ~ S C  a n d  
cunning of n pnnthcr. 

Wc fclt that: wo mcre now nearing civiliration mlicn we saw 
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'13iifi Li/~t /g~~lf i i f '  wriitcn upon n board outsidc n tent put up by 
:rn cntcrprisirlg klrntrsn~~at~ for travcllcrs; bullock-carts :1nd 
ckkas, ;ill brought biick old firmiliar sccncs, whicli scIdolll 
\iq:urdcr bcyotrtl thc protcclion of tlre Pcsliawar Cnntonrnc1lt. 
I f  anyoac rcjoicetl at the ~wospcct of tcrrniaatirlg thc wcnry 
mnrcl~, i t  mils1 lravc I,ccn the rrnfortunatc dhoolic-bcarcrs, who 
I~nvc bccn m;~dc familiarly actlunintcd wit11 tlic doctor's shoe- 
ninkcr OH tlic liile of 111;1rc11. 

11. -1 I ( / I ~ ~ / / ~ , / ~ I ~ / I ( , z ~ ~  a.'//(l.--Just as wc  got tlrro\~gl~ thc Pass, 

wc ~nct tllc 5rii Fusilicrs nrnrcliing to thc frotit ; tjrcsc l)Oor 
rcllo\~s cslicctcd to Iravc gone homc two ycnrs ago, rind here 
tlicy iirc ~n;ircljing n\rVny to camps of \r+ar. Such nrc the csi- 
gcncics of thc scrvicc. \Vc rcaclicd Juir~rood about noorr, and 
tlicll got Icat-c to ride into l'cshn\vur, iiisteacl of \vnitir)g Cor the 
convoy to-~iiorro\v. 41s we go[ ncnr enougl~ to sec tlic bnr- 
racks ilud lllc bul~galows, wc felt n thrill of tl~:~tikfnliicss to 
God tl~nt \I.C lrnd rclr~rncd snfclg : how iirnny hnvc we secrl 
cut do\\~n nncl L~uricd sirlcc nlnrching out rron~ this station last 
Novc~ntcr ! 'I'hc fr ic~~tl  nvho lint mc up \vl~cn passing tl~rough 
h;lrl bccn ~ ~ l u ~ l g c d  irrto grcirt affliction, lrnvir~g Ios~ his wifc very 
suddenly, Icnvil~g trim \vilh scvc11 motlicrlcss clrildrcn to cnrc for. 
I-1c is no\\' br~sy pncl;ing 1111 for home, having got twelve months' 
leave ; and n~ucli Ilc rlccds ihc chnrigc, poor fellow. India 
sccms il hrtgc c;rmping-gl-otrnd, \ \ p i t 1 1  m:irly graves to nlark the 
cncanlpncat of British rcsi(1cnts. Thc cc~nctcrics liold more 
occapnnts tI1it11 tlic station bungnlo\vs. 

'I'hc first tl~iilg to bc done was to LeIegmph liomc thc glsd 
message, ' Snfc back ng:lin - Pcshawllr.' 'I'liis will c o ~ ~ v c y  
rnorc t l ~ n n  :I wholc ncwspnpcr fi111 of ii~tclligencc Lo loved ones 
;It Taunton. Then carnc tlic plc;ising task of looking over 
leltcrs which had been w;riting :it the post-office for l~ly arrival ; 
and, thank God, it was all goorl nc\\.s. 

fivshl~7illtr, j ~ t / t i f l t y  2 31'rl'. -Sccurcd a scat ill dak gllnri-y ; 
nild after 0110 or  YO brcaks-do\~n, we got to old fitr~liliar 
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railnny-cnrrktgo, w17icI1 tcrminntcd all I ~ Y  difficl~ltits ntld hnrd- 
ships in lhc way of travelling. BTo~tntnir~-~mvt.lling may bo 
very ~)lcasnnt nnd conlfortablc; blit lllnt nutst hc in Switzcr- 
land, with its comforinblc Ilotcls, but ncver in Afgi~nnistnn, 
wit11 its camps of war nnrl commissnriat mlions, 

3Eytravcllirlg is riot yct ovcr; in [;lctJ it irns only I>cgun; my prc- 
jcctcd to i~r  llrrorlglr the cnntonmcnts oflntliahns yet to bc done. 

I t  is with Icelings of grntitadc nnd tliankit~lness to our Diviuc 
- - 

A.lnstcr that I am able to finish this diary by saying that uny 
march through Afgllsnistnn is finished. (Phil. iv, 19.)  

Ali Alrrsjitl lo Lltl~di I<ot;ll r) ,, 
1.undi Kutxl to 7)nl;k:t I,! ,, 
1)akka to 13asa1r111 lo ,, 

roatl. 
Y, 11  

,. I 9 

thrnttiJi IOlcortl Khyl)cr, 
gotxl rontl. 

rwxl s.711:iy. 
roacl rocky mid san~ly. 
ronrl very rotrgll, stot~w, 

sand. 

ascclll. 
12. ,, I'ciwmr to Irrgrhilluk 1 1  ,. slccp nrcent, rough rond. 
13. ,, J r ~ ~ r l ~ ~ l l u l r  10 ~ r c h  1ta1>;1 12 ., wry rougli, paut;es. 
rq. ,, Secb 1krl)n Lo L:~tnl)lantl ro ,, IIigh pass, rottcli raid. 
IS.  ,, I to 1!11tl~ali 3 ,, o ~ c r  low l l i l l~,  ~ < : I O L I  road. 
IG. , , u lo Cabill r q  , , 1cvc.l rcmd over p l a i ~ ~ .  

Pcsltn R I I ~ ,  I ,  r G j  It. n h u c  thc Icvcl of lllc s c ~ .  
1111 hl~~hjicl, Zra)J3 ft. I )  

Lunditiotnl, 3,37jf1, I I 

J ~ I I : : ! ~ ~ ) . ~ ~ ,  I,*J It. I )  

-d~illt~k Kotnl, 5,370 TI. I I 

n tincl I'nss, 8,zSo ft . F4 b I 

Cnbt11, G,joo ft. I I  
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I N  visiti~lg t l~c  l)rillcilx-tl stations bct\tPec~r L,I~,, and Ccyl011, I 
11nvc trarcllctl n  listn nil^ of 15,268 rnilcs, a~rd i ~ r  almost c%l  ry 
killrl of col\vcynl,cc, from a Orbkcti-down mail-cart to a c - r r r l  

forL:~l,lc railw,~y-cnrringe, n~lk ing  over s a l ~ d y  plains, and 1 ~ 0 5 ~ .  

ills hifill ~ n o \ ~ n t : ~ i ~ ~ . p a s s  ill wild hf$anistnn. Evcry kind of 

Inconrotion lras been ~ricd-d%A-gharrics mail-carts, wrctr.h~d 
panics, ~irst-class rail\\;y-carriages, rnd r \ - e ~ ~ - o ~ ~ ~ o i n t c d  atcn~nrri 
-:ind 1 rung my I hnvc pzlssct! throk~gh cverykind c. I n  
C,ab~ll snow was co\*cring thc hills and prains, nl b frost 
rcn~indcd rnc of a kccn npintcr in lxnglnnd. I n  Intlil 
I ~).lsscd inlo iL vapour-bat11 kind of climntc, wvllerc cvcryt).tl~ i ng 
wris <Innip and nroist. Tl~cn, crossing over lo Ccylon, 1 cnjo!, cd 
tile tlcligliif~il sen-breczcs. But for the Icnthcry cocoa-nut ~ n c l  
gr~accfiil palm-trecs, niqd the \\.idc cxpwnsc of ocean, with the 
fisl~ing-honts tossit~g rlpon the wliite-crestcd rvavcs, 1 could 
alnlost hiicy I lrad sutldcnly conle upon an Et~gl is l~ sc.1 x~tlc 
wnlcrirrg-pl;icc. 

Tlic various Ilill-stations have thcir own spcchl benutics n~rd 
vnricd scclrcry. The vnst rnngc of Hininlnya rnonntnins in 
Norllicrn ludin l~ov ide  fhc largest mmberot stations ; though 
not covcrcd with the Eusnriant vegetation of tllc stations in tllc 
tropics, tlicy hxvc a gra~lrlcrir in their rugged rocks, lofiy 
summits, alld snow-cInd pcab, nbt to be surplsscd for hold 
nrld wild sccncv. The stout oak, the stllrdy rhoddoncjron, 
nlid tllc ~igantic deodar, which Bourisll on tllcir slopes, Kivc 

itlcxprcssiblc gmnilc~~r 10 thc Mimnlaya forests. I n  S o r r 1 1 1 ~ ~ ~  
I nr l i i~  tl~c hill-stat ions of Caonoor, 'r\'cllington, and Ootncal~rlr~~d 
forin a striking co~ilrast to t I ~ c  rough bor~ldcrs and n~ggcd run. L ; 
of L.a~rdour, The road to thc foot of thc gllaut is thron;jr 2 

dcllsc forest of palm-trccs, and thc ascent winds roulld thc 1;iIl- 
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side, r~ndcr waviug palnl and fcnthcry bnmhoo trccs. TIlc 
npproach to & o m  is c~cwli~lglpl brnrltift~l. ,'I splnshing 
mountain-strcn~n dashes dowar the gorge, nnd tlw sidcs o f  the 
hill nrc covcrcd with coffcc plnnt~tions. Thc station has wry 
tnuch tllc appcamrk sh tatwr irr the ~nids t  of 
hills and vallcys, nr Rowcs s~lrrou~idcd !t7it1i 

trces and well-kept 11 has t  oT grccn lawns 
and flower-beds boiucrcu rvlril uus, t l ~  fiist I hnvc sccn in 
India. Thcn tllc ila Id corri~mrc wit11 any grotvn in an 
English gardcn, nud cs and larles Ilncl s\ allost hornclikc 
appearance. TRc roscis itrc rridc cnough for crrri-tgcs, whicll 
are vcry much more conlfortnbla tllan Kussooric Inmpans, and 
spirited little Pcgu .[>onies arc muclt niorc activc tliarl lazy 
Pallarce coolics. 1 11iust not forget to 111cnti01l tlw Coonoor 
Tcmpcrnrlcc Society, which is doing a good work under tlic 
ablc ilii-cction of a lilost ZCRIOUS Cliristian worker, Mr. Stanes, 
\\.hose naine is R trol~schold word in tlx liearts nnd homcs of 
tlw rcsidents of tllc Neilghcrry I-lilts. TI* 'l'cnlprzncc work is 
part or chc Christinn work in connection with 3lr. SLancs' 
sclroolroom, nnd I should like to s6e nll our l'e~nperance 
societies workiag under similar Christian i~rfluenecs. 

The delfit at 'IVellington is a vcry plcasa~l[ drivc fro111 
Coonoor, nnd llaa a fine range of barracks for llic invalid 
soldiers of tlie hfadras Presidency, who arc to Ax cor~grntt~lntcd 
on having such a splendid snnitariun~, where the laen cnrr walk 
for iniIcs along the valleys and ovcr the low Irill-Tand af Coonoor, 
witlloui hnving any exlrausting clinrbing, suclr as tkcrc is a t  the 
Landour dep8t. Pcrhaps tlicy would like 3 fc\\. more bold 
rocks in the Neilglicrrics, and our inen would be t11ar1kft~I for 
a few valleys in the Himalayas. Tlre drivc to Oolncn~nund is 
a steady ascent tl>c wllolc way. Tlrorkgli not so cold as Sinlla, 
it is mueh cooler than tlle cli~nntu of Coonoor. T h e  stirtiorl 
stretclles away for some rnncs ovcr a conrparatively Icvcl plain, 
and a fine drivc winds round an esterlsive lake, Tllc At~stralintl 
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hluc g1111i-trcc grows rcmarlisbly well, and has h n  vcry largely 
plnr~tccl orr the slopes rorr~id the stario~~. Prom a dis~ancc, a 
pl;altntion of thcsc Australinn trees looks very like a s~tinll 
forcst of pincs. Thcy slroot a p  with grmt r~pidity, and only 
put or~t  stmiglit bmnchcs, A vcry rich d o u r  01 n pine-likc 
frngrn~lcc conics from prcssing tllc lmvcs it! t h ~  hatrd, and is 
also perccptiWc ~vllcrr wnlkir~g tlrrorlgll a plantation. The Ooty 
T c r n p c i ~ ~ ~ c c  Society is most cllieicnt!~ workcd hy its nctivc 
sccrctnry, Mr. I'cun, and s11ppartc.d by the vcteran ~ ~ ~ i s s i o n a r ~  
thc Kcv. Gcorgc l'cnrcc, who was tho first to inaug-ilrntc thc 
work a1 111is statiou. Inrpcria1 Slrnllr woultl be very glad to 
posscss tlic linc drives of Ooly, wherc pony-carriages take the 
plncc of dantlics, a~itl finc Icvcl roads arc far morc cotnlbr[able 
to walk uporr tlinu tlic w i l~d iu~  xigxngs ovcr Jneliols sammit. 
Thcrc is no crowding of houscs, nnd there are no filthy Paliarees 
s\vnrlning iir the bnmnrs, linking thc station nl~nost as nn- 
hcnlthy ;IS nrry in tllc plains. The Xindras Gover~l~ncnt is to 
bc cnviccl in tinving sucIl :L ren~arkably fine station Ootaca- 
mund, wlrorc they :rrc frce from the wpour-bath climate of the 
Prcsiclcncy. 

'L'hc jo~rrncy from Ooiy to Tuticorin ~~~3 one of the most 
tcdio~is it has cvcr bccrr my ~nisfortt~ne to make. Thc trains 
seeitr to be et cross purposes, ns I had to aIecp two nig!its a t  
railway sta~ions, first n t  Erode, rvhcre thc ATadras Line joins 
thc SoatA Indian, nnd thcn a t  Ifadara, where I IraR to wait for 
n morning train lo take ine 011 to T~ticorin. The speed of the 
South Indian is, if  fillylhil~g, ;1 (rifle 510\vcr t l 1 ~ 1 r  t11c Rajpootann 
linc, and that is slow enor~gh ; n~lcl n slow train in a climate 
like Trichi~~opoly is hi* from being agrembIe or  leasan ant 
F:\~crylhing is so changed from Nortliern Indin, tllnt it is hard 
to bclicvc that it is tlrc same country. The men arc not qt~itc 
so robust, brlt quite as smart ; and 1v11nt is nost remarkable, 
ncarly nll tlrc milwny en~ploy& speak Englislr, and even 
.coolies i n  Jlndrns ~lndcrs~and Et~gli~ll  fi rny surpri~n r 



foul. ~duatnncc of no use, r\*lic.rccis El~glisll scc~ncd tilt 

ally covering to tlreir l~cads, and have tlic lobcs of thcir 
cars so weighed dowr~ with onlnmcnts, wliich can hardly bc 
callccl ear-rings, that they h n g  somc i~lclrcs fro111 t l ~ c  car. 
11 l ~ l a y  be beautiruul, but to my ~uind tlrcre is no mow beauty 
i n  it than tllerc is itr ring in a swinc's snoat. 'I'his rumark- 
fible Ornamcntntion dbca not prcvcnt tlw worncil fro111 working 

hard as the mcn. 'Z?rey not olriy carry 11snvy lunds, but 
lvork i n  Lbc fields, digging and reaping wit11 a grcnt dcnl ]nore 
energy thnn the tnen. A 'I'a~uil coolie woman is uiidottb~cdly 

g o d  ~uorfi~rtnrr, irl spite of the hideoils car-ring. 'I'llc co~rritry 
in  Southcrn Intlia is not ulllikc soInc parts of llcngnl ; tllc 
padciy - hclds nnd Ihc plantains give tllc couirlry :i Ilcngnl 
look, 011 appronching T~~licorin, 1 ~~assed  through an cxtcnsivc 
belt of sand thickly covcrt.cL wit11 palm-trccq nlld tIicn got n 
g1impse of the br i~l l t  blue scii, nncl rclt lllniikfi~l tlrat I had a t  
length got to tllc 11169t soilttlern point in Indin, llavirlg travcllccl 
through t l ~ ~  vast tontincilil of Indin from thc ]>old mounlaills 
of t l l c  IIirnalaya, with tltcir sno\v-clad ralrgcs of unsurl)nsscd 
graucicur, to the bright blllc \varFcs tlashit~g tipon tho corn1 
s trand of Tuticorin, From Tnntlour in t l ~ c  rrortl~ to this scz- 
port i n  thc ~ o ~ i t h ,  atrd kom Uo~ubay on llrc \vest to Madras 011 

111c cast. From thc snow and frost of Cabr~l to thc hcnt n r l d  
glarc or Central f ndia. Passing through sccrrcs strange ;uld 
wild in nn Afghan pass, mad thon through well-cul~irn~ed fielcls 
i n  Uritisll India. XIiving with pcol~lc of various tribcs nut1 
speaking stmngc Inngaagcs, and dolivcrir~g tllc nlessilgc of glad 
tidings, the gospel of salvntlon, to :dl Knglish-sl)caking people, 
IIurupcans and Nntivcs, and atlrlrcssing lnrgc ctoircls in all thc 
I'residcncy to~vtis and ~lations, bo~lj of soldicrs iintl civilinr~s, 
on thc iniportnnt sobjtct o l  l'ot;rl Abstinence from intoxicating 
drink. A Gns&t Tt?rtflt*nttre cl-usnde throttgl~ot~t llic en~pirc. 

The station at 'J31ticorin liad all tlic appcnrancc of n small 
8 



scnpart in Englnntl ; boats \tVcrc Iyiug on thc I)cach, s~nall 
tresscls wcrc ritling ;it anc:lror irl 11rc bay, anti groups of hoill- 
men hanging aboul tlrc picr, rcatly for a job. I t  is intcrcsting 
to kt~ow flint lhis is one of tlrc first places \itlrcrc Zitvicr ilrtro- 
dl~ccd Christinni ty, arid to-(lay tllcrc are thoos:t~ids of Chrislintrs 
ill this district. Onc of t11c oidcst Kollrn~r Chtllolic clrapcls i l l  

Indin is still uscti as it pl,rcc of wcrrslril), ancl is lriorc tiinn lbrcc 
hundred gcars old j ~ h c r c  is also :ti\ old Dutcll Protcstnlrt 
cbapcl nrorc than a lrur~drccl years old. 'I'lrc Kotnnn Catlrolic 
bont~ncll wcnr charms, consisting of l i l~ lc  pictures of the Virgil1 
Xlnry otr clotli, suspc.ntIcd round ~hcir  nccks. 

After wniting n day for thc vcsscl \vlriclr rnlls at all tho 
various ports bcttyccn llolnbay nrid Calc~~tta ,  I fontltl ~llysclf 
o ~ ~ c c  niorc on board a stcnnrcr. T l ~ c  /Ijr,itn nns n vcry h r c  
boat, alnrost as large ns n Iromc stcninur, \vhicl\ ~undc  it 
diificult to untlcrstnrid tliat it was o~lly goirrg to Colnl~ibo in- 
stcnd 01 Lo~idnn. 'I'hc sea-trip ans vcry plensant flow Intlia 
to Ccylo~i, a dis~nrrcc of a Ilundrcd :irrd fifty miles, n11d abont 
ciglrtccn horns' run, loilg crionglr for 1;uldhibbcrs to pay tlrc 
customary fcc to t i ~ c  king of t11c widc, s i d c  sen. A long ac- 
r luain~~~ncc wit11 thc old scn.kilrg cscm~btcd rlrc l r o ~ n  Ncyr- 
luncs fee for vmrturi~rg orlcc morc OII the wild wavcs. 

As soon as it \vn$ d:~yliglit, wc lrnd n t~ingrlificcnt vicw of 
Ccylo~~.  11dnnr's I'cak to\\~cring abovc tlrc lrills was n vcry 
prominent object ; ant1 as we drcw ncarcr wc cor11d sec thc 
long waving l i~ic  of cocoa-nat trccs ahicli lritlgc thc shores of 
tliis luxuriant islnrrd ; beyond t l ~ c  palm-trees, tic~isc forcsts on 
the hills bccnmc visible. Boats of it slrmrgc filshion soon sur- 
ro1111dcd tlrc s~cn~ncr-hcnvy cargo boats, and light cnliocs not 
rrn~ike rncirrg ort~riggcrs;',biit tbc Ccylon fislii~lg-boat is thc most 
unique kind of boat tilet evcr went fisbing, or ran bcforc it 

galc of ~ ~ i n d .  T h c  boat is so lomg and narrow that only orlc 
mnn can sit bctivccn its sidm ; i t  hoists r kind of square mil, 
and is bnlaiiccd by a11 outr ig~er  whiclr is secr~rcd 20 the boar 



by two picccs of \vood. 'rhc ot~triggcr is a heavy piccc oC 
wood, shaped somcwhst like the canoc, unly not so Inrgc, i i ld  

prcvc~rts tlic bont from capsi~ing, AS thc wild incr~qscs, the 
bontnlcn sir on the otrtriggcr to stsady the host; nnrl aecorcf- 
ill6 lo tlic ~it~nllzr or men, so tlrcy call thc brcexc-:I or,d-nimr 
~ ~ C C H C ,  n hod-tinan brocac, or n fhr~t=tnna brcczc. S~KHIIC! the 
wind srill illcrease, I fihoald I that i t  would be a 
cnpsiirc brccrc, ns the crew is n c that1 thrcc or four. 
Strange ns this double kind of UU;I~ l ~ r r t i a ,  it sails sitli grcht 
s w c d  over tlic rough waves, nnd is seldom k~iown to cnpsixc. 
\\'hcrl they makc for  he shoic, tile sail is llcvcr lowcrcd, to 
ennl,le t l~c  bont to cYcnllc thc surf by r~~u~ l ing  on to thc  sandy 
k a c h  at Irrll spcetl. On lanrling, a strangcr is. at I C ~  

w i t h  the curious style of dress of thc Cingalcse. r n 
drc s s  56 like tlre son\cn, tlrat ii's allnost il~~poss lis- 
tirlguish orrc fro111 thc othcr, Notlririp call be mol is11 
t h a n  thu dress or a Ci~galesc 1na11. HC wears 11ci l o r  

pu grcc, but has a lnrgu tortoise-slrcll cornl, stuck ~k 
Imir, \\*cars r kind of petticcat cloth, called a Koni-uoy, wl~ich 
111akcs him look anything but (I tom-hy, fittirg tightly rorlrld 
his Ioinr, with sometimes n jackct, and sonicrinlcs nothing, 
above it. When tltc unfortuiin~e irinn has r~eithcr bcntd nor 
tnoushche, h c  Ilrr n very wonlanish appc;lnncc, esl>bcially r s  
t h e  worncn clrcss in tlic snlrlc style without ally head covering. 

T l ic  giirrison is vcry small, rlthor~gh thcy arc quartered in 
very finc halidsonle barmcks, two storics high, and racing r l~e  
sea. 'rhe garrison consisls of pirt of the ~ o r n d  Rcginlcnt 
a n d  n bnttcry nf Artillery. 

During IIIY stay at Colonibo I was rriast hosyitnbly cntcr- 
taincd by Iny friciid Mr, Fcrguson, onc of tllc oltles~ tcsidents 
in the colony, and hlll of irrforniation of wcry kind respecting 
the  island. It i s  impossibb to t6ocIl bn any mbjcct in con- 
nection with Ccylon withor~t gaining a mass of valuablc 
information from Qc riel1 stores of lris intclligeat mcinory, 

3-a 

oncc stru 
Tllc nl 

iibla 10 ( 

.c wonian 
thcr hat I 

in his ba 
. L-.. -.I. 



I<vergthilig tllnt ~ r k c t s  ~ l l c  islnlitl scctns to aifect hini ; lorrg 
rzsidcllcc, alld d c ~ p  illtcrcst it) thc ivclfarc of t h ~  lalid of his 
adolition, has mndc evcrytliilig that relalcs to Ccylo~) a pcr- 
solrnl ~nattcr, as though it touclicd the iutcrcs~s of his'fmnrily, 
Hc is ~rinstcr of cvury slibject, rcligioi~s and political, as ~rcll 

cvcrytlling tllnt aKccts tlrc ~~lntcrinl prosperity of tlic isl;ind, 
from tlic oyster-fislicry, 1)clicnth thc dccp, dccp scii, to tlrc 
cofiC-l)ln~rtntio~l on thc tablclnnd of its niounli~i~i-rongcs and 
hilly slol~cs in tlrc intcrior. 'I'hc cliinntc is very muclr like 
t l i : ~ ~  whicli is suggcstcd by a vopoor-batli-cvcrgthing is rlarnl) 
and  stcaniy. After Iccturi~ig, onc's Imdy bccolrlcs vcry spongy, 
and olrc's clotlics satarntctl with perspiration. 'I'lrc sca-bl*cczc. 
is a kind of natural pulikalr, wliicli is plcnsmltly cool so lo~ig ns 
i t  blows, or so lo~ig as it is not sl~ll t  oilt by a tilick wall 
nlx,tructi~~g it. 'I'hc liouscs along thc scn-sliorc nre bca~itih~ll)~ 
situntcd; n s~~loridirl brccsc, night rind day, ktheps down tlrc 
tcrnpcmturc, and thc irirlsic of tbc sen, as its wavcs splits11 
along tlie shorc, relnillcls o ~ l c  most vi\ridly of the wlritc-crcsterl 
rvavcs dnstiilig on thc sandy bc:~ch of our own lov~vl island- 
1101nc. It ili inrpossible to conccivc of a grcate~. clinngc lllnn 
tllat shicli is nffordcd by tliu bright c~iierald-green of Ccylon 
in its lusuriant vcgcr:~!ion as co~llrnsted with thc dry sandy 
plains of India, burnt up with scorching lrent and brown wiltr 
barrcn rocks. 'I'lic railway-ridc 1111 t l ~ c  glia~it 10 Knndy is onc 
of tnntchlcss bcauly; grovcs of palms, dense forests, covcr 
\.alleys anrl ~nountain-slopes, and furthcr in tlrc interior tlre 
hill-siclcs arc covcrcd with coflkc-plantations, whilc Iiarldy [)re- 
sents one of thc prettiest and most 1)icturcsclue of cities: 
cracllcd ill mountnins, tlic nrlcicrit cnpit:rl of Ccylon rivals for 
bc:tl~t)t somc of tlie most Livourcd to~\~tls  it1 Swit ~crlnlld. 'i'he 
stillness of tllc lakc, with the surrounding hills rcflcctcd ill 
i t ;  thc island in its centre, wllich was thc 11nrt'm of Kn~idg's 
kings; tIlc old pnlncc, with all i ~ s  clccds of cruclty; and tlre 
grccn sward, on wl~icli the last of thc kings croslicd to death 



Briiisl~ soldiers bp having clcphnnts drivclr ovcr thetrl to nrfcrd 
anll~scnrctrt to hia court-nll tend to dcepcn rlre interest which 
is l~istorici~lly associated with this ancie~rt cnpiial of i l ~ c  Innd, 
or fyhich Iicbcr says : 

'I'he drivc, by nlnilcnrt, fro111 tllc railmy-station at 'C;nlnpcIa 
lo Rnmbddc, and then 111) lo t h e  hill-station, Newrn-lt:lliy~, 
a distance or thirty-six miles, was cscclcdingly fraud. The 
road as far as Ra~riboddc skirtccl drc sidcs of the Ilills, and 

tlrrough hiany vrry extensive coffccc-plnnlntions. Ilcre 
rind thcrc n strug bungalow could LC seen peeping out of rhc 

and nn occasionnl villagc on tlm m d s i d c  ~ll:tdc the 
picturesque In~ducapc coml,lete, The rlistnllcc froill ICnnl- 
bodrle lo Ncwm-EIIiyn is only tllirtccn milcs, h i t  t l ~ c  road 
has to twist R I I ~  t~ i i i c l  its way up n slccp nsccnl, which nlakcs 
ir a long a~wl wsary clrivc, h good <lirincr nnd r good night's 
rcst, nrrd R ~~lngnificcnf cli~natc, rnadc me forget the weary 
journey, which is Illore tllan a~llply rcjvardcd by the splcntlid 
sccllery of Ncwra-ISlliya. hlthougtr ovur wven thousntld fcet 
above tlre lcvel of lllc sca, thc roads arc 9s g d  as in  the 
valley!%, cnablitlg cnrringcs to bc driven all over tlrc sta~ion. 
This hill-stntion slnnds unrivalled lor bcnaty, will1 its cxtcnsive 
tableland i~rtcrscctcd with cnrriagcdtive~, and covered \r.irll 
grccn grass, orr lvllicll 11ie brigllt yellow gorse bTooms, as it 
docs on old Englnnd'a villagc commons, ancl surrounrlcd with 
Irills covered with tlrick forests and czlltivatcd with col~cc- 
plantations The  Rilnnlaya stations may surpass it for bold 
anrl ~ ~ ~ g g e d  scct~cry ; tlic Ncilgllerry FIills ntny rival i l s  ~offec- 
plantations; but for beauty and  striking combination of 1111ci1t 
forest-lnnd, in its wildtrcss, and cultivntcd plnntrtions of cohc 
a n d  cinchonn, ntld its Inutastic mountnin-peaks, and ils cxtep- 
sivc tableland, n~rd  its cool cti~llatc mid Ironlclikc appcnmlrc, 
Ncwra-Klliyn stn~lds unrivnllcd :IS a Irill-etalion, ttTc can lrardly 
say in Indin, but in the tropics, 



At hbbotsford,' tllc coni3c-plnnlntio~~ of Mr. I:crgaso~r, I 
had tlic opporturrity of lcnrni~ig somctlling a b o ~ ~ t  cot i~~-~~l i l t l t -  
ing. l'hc colrec-trces ;ire cut do1~11 lo shrubs about four fcct 
in I~eigllt, and leclnire n grcdt dcrrl of ~ii-efill prurring nnd cnlli- 
~nnti~rg. T l ~ c  blosso~~l  is n s~rinll wllitc flowcr, nncl the coflec- 
bcrry is covcrcd \\*it11 n tlrick grccn skin. 'J'lrc fruit is close to 
thc stcm, n grccn.1ooking bcrry. J ~ s t  now t l~c  plnnts nrc 
suffering fro111 a discnsc wl.riclr hns ncnl ly dcstroycd whole 
pImit.~tiotis, nncl n l t h o ~ ~ g l ~  a grcnt deal of skilf~il ;ittentiou hCa  
l>cc~r given lo thc naturc of tlic Icaf cliscnse, rrotlri~lg l ~ n s  bcc11 
discovcrccl to destroy t l ~ c  fungus \vlliclr threntcns tlrc prospcrily 
of thc coffcc-plnnicrs of Ccylou. I worrdcr wllclhcr any cspuri- 
.ncrrt hns bcutl made, in sllowing nnlirrc lo cure hcrsell; by 
Icnvirrg thc lrccs nlonc Tor t\\fclvc morltlrs or Inarc, ~rcitllcr 
pruning, nor cutting, nor gntlicring frnil, but giving them rcsl 
for n scnson, and tlre g ~ o ~ ~ n d  around tlicm. Let tlre Innd lic 
i l l o .  h1;ly bc tlre p l n ~ ~ ~ a t i o ~ ~ s  havc bccn forced beyond t l u  
natural strcngtlr of tlrc trccs, and I I R ~ ~ I I C  now ~ C I I ~ : I I ~ ( I S  rLsl. 
hInny planters have lalgcly irltrodr~ccd cirlchonn on tllcir estntcs, 
nnrl ~t is Lo bc hoped tlut  what thcy losc olr coflcc they may 
to somc cxtcnt gain on cinchonn, 

l'he bungalon' nt .%bbotsford is most bcnutifi~lly sit~~atcd. 
I-Iills are langcd in long and Lintastic r n ~ ~ g c s  on evcry side. 
An cslcllsivc valley strctclrcs for lnilcs betwccn thcm, and 
plantcrs' bungalows nru staddcd alorlg thc hill-sidcs. 'I'he 
rnauntnin-pcnks tnkc strnngc and curious slrnpcs, arid hnvc becn 
named ill nccordnncc with tlic things tllcy suggest. For iri- 
stance, one peak is callcd tlrc Jaw,' tlrc niost silcnt of jaws ; 
another is cnllcd ' l l ~ c  Knuckles,' x pencefill list ; nnotJicr. is 
cnllcd ' the Sentry Gos,' with a sentry that hat no clrnncc of 
bcirig rclievcd, poor fellow. 011 tlrest: 1no1111tai1r-sidcs thick 
iorests still sl~cltcl. the wild clephn~rt, tlre spotted dccr, elk, ;wd 
l~anrhcr; arid in solnc of thc rnountnin-streoms prccious stones 
arc still foi~nd, 



3 I y  hurricd visit lo Abhtsford lns givtn me ~wnta l  photo- 
graphs of grand scenery, high tlrc~lnlair*p~&s, n.~4I-cul~ivnted 
valleys, r~lslring sttcfims, and splashing wntcrhlk, that call 
Lever fade nway, but rc~l~airl ta rcfrtsh me when wcnry and 
tired wit11 cotistn~lt work, \vllicI~ has no lime for rmt, and can 
only find relief in change. 

'What 11io11~Ii m leli in Eilc !nay ncrcr I)u l a d e  for me? 
Soon shn11 a I)cttcr thing IE lllinc, the Lull or Ktcrnity.' 

Our meetings were well attendcd both in Colo~nbo and 
Kandy, and we hope that tlle blessing of God ~ v i l l  rest upon 
our labour. I n  Colombo our Irictrds, the Revs, Stevenson and 
NicIroTsoti, did everything in thcir power 20 makc thc niectings 
successful. It wns vcry pleasant to labour nvitl~ warm-hearted 
brethren, who fully sympathized w*itl~ our Temperance work, 
nnd \yere perso~ially identified with it as pledged abstainers. 
At our last mceting, Mr. Nicholson annot~nccd that a Ceylon 
Tcmpcrance League would bc for~ncd, and we wish thc Lengac 
much prosperity. An earncst worker in thc Temper; 
calnc a11 the way fro111 Galle to be preselrt at the 
meeting, travellitig n distance of ovcr scvcnty miles. 
no fen? of our work gctting cold, wllcn wc arc supported bj 
sirch ~ ~ ' R R I O U S  ildllercnts. The ~neeting3 at Kandy were qniteas 
entllusinstic as those at Colombo, and I~crc again i t  was work 
ing on wcll-worked ground. Our friends, thc l i c v r  S, Zongdc~ 
uncl \\'aldock, did cverytlring to secllregood tncctings, and botl. 
are pcrsonal nbstaitrers. The 'l'empcra~~cc Society in colrncc 
tion with Mr. Longdcn's ~nissiotr is doing good work, alrd t l ~ c  
Band of Hope for the children is n very cncournging part of 
i t  May the blessing of llle Lord abide our fello\ip-workers 
at Kandy I 

In tlrc rnorning sorv thy amcl, tior s h y  tlry Iraltd nt cvcrrilig bow, 
Ncrcr nsking whicll J~nll prospcr ; ImlI1 liiny y iclcl thc frnif n ~ i l  flotvci'. 
Thou shnlt refip o r  that tliort sowst, tlln~igl\ tliy gain I)c s~ilnll and bare, 
Owl st1n11 cluthc it na 1Ic plcascx (or tlrc hnrvcst htll and Inir.' 



TI-IE 1,ATE L.IEU'1'I:NiiNT IIi\XlIL~TON, V.C. 

THE followitlg lincs rvcrc \r.rittcn I ;~ tc  ill August by Licri tcnnri t  
I-Ialnilton, V.C., a n d  sci i t  fro111 Cabul or) t h c  2 5 t h  o f  t h a t  
n i o n ~ l i ,  eiglit days Lcforc: l i e  ~ ; l s  ~ n n s s n c r c d  along with Sir 
Louis Cnvngti:lri and tlrc rcst o f  t l i c  XIissioli and c s c o r t  : 

( ' T h c  Villagu Ilclimnru,' sccnc of thu o\~ihrc;~l: of  C:r l~ l  disnstcr, 1S.11 
l;crisi~ctl, Al~gust, 1S7S.) 

Tl~<nrgll all i s  drnnpe:l, yet rcmnnnk ortllc ]last 
l'oini 111 I I IC  sccncs of blcit~?til~nl, ~ i ~ r l ,  nhs I 
Of nl~lrtlcr fall, an11 n~inr:ll L~o~b,sc% msi 
'I'licir nioul.nhrl sllndo~r o'er tllc gnvcr of grass ; 
Of I.:n~l.~nd's solrlicry who factrl a loi. 
Tl in~ few, tllnlili ITwvc~l ! !x.fo~c or since have shnrctl. 
Slain I)y 111c llnad of tn%c?icry, nnd not 
I n  o>cn corrlut, she rc  tlw foe ne'cr $lnrrrl 
l'0 JIOW I~ICI I~S~!YCJ .  1 . h ~  f;118\, l l o l l ~ ~ t  IRLXt, 
l1lacctl in nrr cneniy II-IIO lured n lie 
And kncrr 11mt I~ono~ir, wrrs a lr~isl that co*t 
?'hc lives of I I I I N ~  llral gave it. Yct to die 

, Ca~nc? to IJIC ]:ad, 111; 1I1cy [lit\, well ~rpllcld 
'I'lrvir Knglis11 n;lmc4 ,J<'en rrorr t l i c ~ ~ ~ f w ~ n c r  roc 
Fralllily nrcrrl lht Bntislt amls acre cltrcllccl, 
Ilg mmri~licni ally, am1 l l ~ c  cr~rcll sllnw, 
"l'ir forty yc-m sil~cc Ijritisl~ solrlic~x tirr~icd 
To look llrcir Inst un this sorv ~accfi i1  sccne, 
1Vhosc lingering gaze s l r ~ k c  r,o/lrmes ns it gcar~rcti 
F o r  rcilgcaacc t l ~ ~ e  ro trcnchery so mcnn. 
Anti vengcnltit: trac dirl l'ollock, Sale, and Nott, 
])en1 wit11 n tirncly rind ttnurririg Iinnd, 
As they willb vidnry cK~cctl I l ~ c  Iilnl 
\Vlrieli just Ild clini~ncd l l ~ c  annals of oar k n d .  

THOUGHTS ON T H E  AFGHAN CI~A.IP~~TGN. 
DY ONE \VHO SERVED THEBE. 

DESR COZIRADES, 
One th ing  whiclr s t r ikes  us vcry  in rc ib ly  o n  our  

return frorrl t h e  rough  work  o f  a u ~ n r p a i g n  t n  t l ~ c  conr1)nl-n- 
t ively q n i c t  lirc o f  c n n t o n m c n t s  is the tu~rnber of agcrrcies 



wlllcrl uxlat for the moral m ~ d  spiritr~al weITnrc of our nrcn, of 
opport~~t~i l ics  ~vl~ich thcrc nre o l  doing n1rc4 receiilitip rlie lrigllcst 
good. \VC have our Tcnrpcrencc-tlwtiirgs, our Uiblc-classes, 
ollr Prnyct-rooms cotnfortal)ly fitted up, BO tlint nny alro clroosc 
can f ind a place for rclire111t.nt and metlitaliocl. i'r'c have, in 
fact, ~pportr~nitics wllicll are nltogcther o11t of our rcnch during 
tile r o ~ g h  work OF a campaign. 

Now, i[ there is one thing absolrttely necessary lor an nrrny 
h f o r e  60111g 011 scrvicc nnywl~crc, it is t lr iu,  thiri all tlrc hs 
corn l io~~ng it  sllot~ld bc tliorouglrly prepared mid rencly. 'I'lrat 
infantry regi~netlt is not of any ~iracticnl use which has 1101 nll its 
men thoroughly ins~ructetl in tlrill, rlisciplinc, nnd otl~cr dutics, 
and llas not already its eq~~ipmcnt and ain~nrtnitior~. A cnvalry 
rcgirnciit or n battery ot' artillcry is of littlc use i l  nncn nt,ct 
tiorscs and gulls and h m c s s  arc not all tllorouglrly rei~dy for 
thc work lying bcforc thcnh So with cvcry branch of .the 
service.' Arid any branch rr-hich irr not ready sllen tlic time 
for actiorl coinc9 is scvcrely, and, n-e nl! d~ i~ rk ,  justly, I~l*mccl 
on account or this ~urprcparedness, bccausc it is ille duty of 
nll ill time of pcacc to make rhe~nselrcs acqnaiotcd with tlre~r 
dutics i n  such a nlny t lut ,  H'IIC'II the ti111c lor nctio~l nrrivcs, 
they lnhY rlol hc foul~d wnuling. 

In just  siich R way clocs Gorl RoIA 11s responsible for all the 
blessings which arc :it our disposal during pmcc In His 
great Inercy anrl love to us, Hc gives all ~llcsc opport~triiries of . 
seeking Him and finding Hitn. Hc gives us to-day nn open 
Bible with tllc old glorio~rs trutll openly proclnimcd t l r n t  
Christ Jcs~is came into tllc world tasavc sinncrs.' 1-lc givcs 

us placcs tb worship I-Iim, mid fricnds who car1 and do tell o l  ' 

His wolldcrrul love. He has given us every oliportunity to bc 
rendy for anytllil~g that may Ir:~l~pcn, and He holds r ls  rcapon- 
sible that we are ready. Our blessitlgs nrc great, hut with 
then1 increases our rcs~ionsibility. ' I-Iow sllzlt uc csmge if 
we neglect so grcnt salvation ?' 

I would nrgc npon each of you, thcrefare, peacc 
time, to grasp Godpa offer of free saIvntio~i tllrorlgrl Jcsr~s 
Christ, to delay no longer, and thus bc prcprcd for cvcrytlling, 
I know well Row many there are who say, 'Tllcrr: i s  tinlc 
etiouglr yet to think about such mattcru,' But 1, nccd not 
rernind you how littlc time thcre is on scrvice for thinking nt 
all when duty is cscel~tionnliy severc ; when one has long and 



trying rnnrchcs, \rliicli tnko up wllolc d , ~ y s  so~nctitrrm; .?rid 
ii-lrcn onc oftcli is glad LO get a spnrc nionicnt for rcst and 
slccl) I~ctwccn tlic illtcrvnls of duty. 

Many therc arc, too, who tliiiik that on their rlcnth-llcil they 
will turu to Gorl. Nccrl I rclrrintl yori what n fnlsc delusion this 
i s?  'I'o us soldiers, pc~.trups more than to any orhcr class o f  
pcoplc, clocs tli:~t saying apply that ' \ilc know riot wimt n day 
11i.iy bring forth.' You ; i l l  l~cnrd o l  that icrriblc d~s:~stcr 16 the  
iotli Ilr~ssnl-s on tlrc 31.51 of kIarc11. One nroriicnt that S O ~ Z -  

dron was riding easily and happily nlolig, without n thoug 
tlnngcr; tllc ncsl laonlent i t  was whirlcri o r  in the dark, 
wnlcrs of tlre Cnlx~l 12ivcr-. D o  yo11 supl~osc at lllnt tc 
time, \\*hen lucn wcrc b c i ~ ~ g  swcpt nw.ly itlirorlg clrowning 
rntles ant1 kicking maddclicd Iiorscs, that thcra \r.ould br: 
In trlrrr to God and rcpcnt ? i \ 'as thnt accident n d  n 
solcnilr warning to cacll 01 11s ? 

130 not belicvc thnt absr~rd notion t1i;rt bccnnsc a Inan 1s 
11 Chris~inn Irc is tlirrcl~y n worst solclicr. \\rl~y, it i s  the 
very olll)asitc of this. God's gr:lcc 111akcs n nrnli ready for 
nlrythiag, ;lnd tc,iclrcs Iriru to bc f ~ r  trr~er to liis duty than he 
wa'i bcfore. I know a nnn-corn~nissiotred ofliccr i n  orre of the 
rugirncnts of ~ l ~ c  first divisiolr o l  tllc lJc51rawur forcc who,, pcr- 
lraps morc th;ui ally otlicr man in tllc rcgimcnt, clistingr~lshcd 
I~ i~usc l l  it1 action. 

Followir~g Ilnrcl nltcr nn officer iu his rcginicnt, ill chargingr  
band of thc cncrny, Iic was shot dorvl~, scvcrcly woundcr!, ~rthllc 
tllc gnllirnt oficer was kil l~d.  'lX1rcy took tllc wot~~ldrr l  man to 
hcrsl)~t;ll, where Ilc Iny for two pninfiil irvnry tnontlls. Tha t  
grncc of God \vIiicl~ ctlnbled hini r~nf l~nch i~~g ly  to d o  this duty  
ill action strel~gtllcricd and uplield l l i ~ i r  ill tllc I~ours of pain 
which h c  lrnd aftcrn*:~rds to undergo. 

nclieve mc, \vlict~ n tniiti is nblc to cast nll his cnrc upon 
FIini u.110 ' caret11 for us,' hc is far morc fitted for o soldiet's 
duly t11n11 uilc \ Y ~ O Y C  1io1)cs arc utterly witholrt foundnTion. 

Sllortly before 1 left Jelldlabarl, I saw n f~ icnd  of mine who 
I ~ a d  beer1 Ilrought in wry ill irrdccd. I-Ie was inlnredintely 
taken Imck to l'esharvur, with tlic rlltimnte i~ltentioll of being 
sa l t  to tlic lrills. Al,oi~t :r fortnight afterwards I arrived a t  
l'rshnw~lr, and was sorry to find thac he was still a t  the base 
Ilospilnl there, too i l l  to be n~oved. 1-Ie was indccd very \tlcilk 
and rvorlr, so ~~ iuc l i  so, that every word Iic s l~okc  nns pniul~llly 

CUlll' 

' time 
very 



uttcrcd wit71 much cR'ort Dl11 tllc fca. worcls Iic dicl spcnk will 
rcmain long i n  llry mcniory. H e  askccl nre to wai l  n f,tvouritc 
pnssnge, tlrc thirty-fot~rth Psnlm, rind Iic rcl~cntccl nncr mc [lie 
words, ' 0 fear tllc I ,~)rd ,  yc His Saints, for tlrcre is no ~vant to 
tlrc~rr llrnt fear I-Iirn;' a i d  afterwards l,es;~id, ' Is i t  not n grand 
thing 10 know that all is past nr~tl forgivclr ?I Very so011 nfter- 
wnrdg lhc M a ~ t c r  cnllctl hila. I-Ic was perfectly rearly. Oric 
Sunday morning, jnst beforc church-ti~nc, Irc pnsscd nway, 
linving finislrcd his coursc nlrd kept thc fnith ; anci whcn \YE 

laid h i s  body in thc grnvc that hot evening, I rcjoiccrl R I I ~  

thanked God, who had given our co~iirntlc grncc nntl slrcagtli 
in his dying lronr, and uho  Irnd, in I-Iis lovc, tnkcn him up 
lrighcr, Coming at  tlic CIIO of tllc cfi~iil)nip~l, i t  \fmas to ilrc n 
lcsson wlricl) I trust I shall ricvcr forge!. 

SO oncc morc, dcar comratlcs, woulil I urgc on you tllc 
necessity of king  ready. God's \\:ord is opcn ro you ; Christ 
is plcnding with jlou, saying, *4ll tiiings arc rcndy,' \\..nrnirrg 
and eatrcating you to bc rcndy, and lhr~s to add to your use- 
ft~lncss and Ilnppiucss. Lct mc close by quotitrg n passage 
than whicl~ I think notic is  lrrorc solcri~n in God's \Vord : ' 1Sc 
yc TCRCIY also, for tire Son of mati conlcth at an hour whcn yc 
r 11 

G.  S. X I .  

Ai.r~/~kt/mr, 27th r l f h ~ ~ ,  I 8 79. 
hfu MR. CREC~SOS, 

Very many tlia~rks for thc pnrccl of tlrc Qttr'imcr 
tely received. Tllcy seem very intcrcstlng, ntrd I am surc 

rne nlen wi l l  bc much plcnscd with tllcm. I lrnvc bccn wnnt- 
iug to write lo you for so~rrc time, to Ict you know Irow niccly 
rve linvc bccn gct~iug OII licrc. I thi~rk I tolcl yo11 in lily last 
that tllerc wcrc quite a ~ I I I U ~ C I .  oftllc I,oriIts dear children lrcrc, 
and that tvc had an oficcrsl meeting once n week, a ~ r d  cvery 
night for thc maldicrs, 'This, I am happy to sap, h:iscontirluct.I 
all along. As long as wc werc in canip, wc ilsed to lncct in 
tlly tent from six to scvc~l cvery \\'ed~lestlny evening. Colo~rcl 
I-I- lent a tent, and tllcrc the mcn lrad a mccting every 
night, presitlcd over by one of us taking it by turns. 011 

Sundngs the Prcsbylerifins had scrvicc in rllc tent, co~rducted 
by Colonel N-. All ~liis still goes on, only lmdcr altered 

'rcunistanccs, Tlrc camp is broken I I ~ ,  nntl we are :tll untlcr 



cover sotncivherc or o~hcr.  Xly bnttcry, \vi l l~ tllc 15tli Sikhs 
slid two co~npnnics of ~ l ~ c  59111, arc in tlic fort or ci~adcl, the 
native rcgimc~ris it1 villilges pnrclrnsed by Govcrnnrctlt, ;irrtI the 
remainder ol' the troops are in tlic old cfl~ltonmcnts, freshly 
done up, whioll wcrc Ir11ilt  by lhc I<nglish in 1839-~tS. 'I'he 
oficcrs' mcctir~g is now lield in Colonel I-I-'s hor~so, :lnd 
t l ~ c  tc~it for ~ h c  soltliers has bccn erected in  onc corner of thc 
(block ' rolrl off to his regi~licrit, i l~c  n g t l i  N.I. '1111~ tlu~lil~crs 
Ilnvc IargcIy incrcascd lately, nntl Iargc ~llccti~lgs take pl;~ce 
crcry C V ~ I I ~ I I ~ ,  :tn(l \VC S L I ~ ) P I Y  tllc~ii ~ ' i t h  a gootl ~ 1 1 1 )  of  tea, 
\b,l~icl~ I I~clievc they enjoy very nluch. I \r.;itrtcc.l to l~ave 
s[nrtctl n rcgular col'fec-sliol), b11t Lhcrc is somc difliculty in 
getting s~~lfioicnt s~il)l~lir.s, as thc Co~lirnissi~rint Ilnvc not 
unoi~gl~ to spare, :111d it  I:ikcs so long to gct n~iytIling up fro~n 
It~dia. 

I ilnl ve1.y tlintl kf111 to say tlic forcc I~crc is get~crnlly Iitalthy, 
tliough ~hcrt. is n co~lsitlc~.;~blc i~~noun t  of orditlnry fcvcr anrl 
clinrrliaa i ~ l l o ~ ~ t .  Y O I I I I ~  L-- (~vllo lens nt X'lorirr) died ~ l l e  
und of Inst nlo~llli of typhoid, nficr only lcn clays' illness. I. 
had givctl I-tim n New l'cstnmc~il; n short tinlc bcforc, nlld 11nrl 
sllokcli to him once or twice about Christ. He scetiietl much 
ilnprcssctl, a ~ i d  was busy ~vilh his IlibTc I I ~  to thc lnsl, so wc 
have cvcry rcnson to I~opc lic is in thc Ileavcnly iiiausio~l, Irappy 
\\.it11 his I)lcsscd Saviour. 

l'hnnk God, I anr in Ifcry good 1ic;iltli nlysclf, and trust I. 
liiay conlinuc \\'ell llrrougli this hot season, The \vuatIicr Iicrc 
keeps worldcrfrllly cool for [his ssnson of thc ycnr. Last week 
in ~ u y  room, wit11 opct1 \vi~~do\vs, it was 88" a t  thc llottest. 

I. still stick to my ]>lcrlgc, and therc arc numbcrs of total 
abstainers hero. 'l'llt: Lorcl is anlorig us, and we are receiving 
lnrgc blcssings. 

\Vilh kindcst regards, 
I. am, 

Yollrs sinccrcly, 
C. C--. 

J,rl(f J3iir3-nr, Cnbnl, July 2 sth, I 880. 
DEAR h j ~ .  CRHGSOK, 

Yo~t nTroie to I I Y ~  somc titnc ago, asking me to give 
an account of Evangelistic and 'I'elupernucc work a t  this place. 
Otir stay hcrc is now fast drnmirlg to a close, ; ~ t  least so we llavc 



ercry reason to bclicvc, and tht15 I write only to yo11 of tlic 
lmit 2nd what 11.m k r i  do~ic.  

IVc hdvc I~nd Illany dirlicultics. Uesidcs the prcssilrc of 
llcnvy duty which haa alwwlnys tll~nllcd our ~ncctingv, L I I C ~ C  is the 
fact that  the n h o h  of [Ire ga~ilson i s  never hcrc nt one timc. 
'I'ti~~rc is always 51 brigade out smncwllc~e, and with i t  botlr 
oRiccrs and men who are ncc~~stomccl to lielp in arid carry on 
our work. Still wc bavc indecd to nckn6wIodgc God's blessing 
with Its, in giving us  lnnlry opportunities of cncoul.ngirrg OIIC 

nnuther to usefulness in IIib service and of doing s o ~ l ~ c  good 
to otllers. 

Very shortly nltcr you lcft Cubuk, I was sent clown tllc Iinc, 
and did not rcturil here for smne mantl~s, 1 wns qr~nrtered 
the11 i r i  the Baln Nissar, \rhich, n5 you know, I~ns bccri gnr- 
risoncrl by us since General Charlcs Corrgh cnrnc in lrerc iu 
1)cccmhcr. Siricc the11 tlrc old Afghan 11ouscs llnd bccn for 
t Ijc most part clcarcd nwny, Ihc- best of tllctn Irrinp rcservcd 
for I)nrr:~ck~, hospitnl, c~c., so tha: 111c Ilnla Hissnr, which be- 
fore was b r ~ t  a sorry heap of rulns, Ilqnn to prebctit n fairly 
rcs~)cctablc rppencance. h fea days nltcr I cnnrc, soli~c of tllc 
111~11 111 one of !he regiiwnts then qnartcrcd here cnlnc and 
nskcd rno if I could get them n room to lrold rl'cm]~ern~~ce 
mcctinss in, They had onc, bnz i t  tiad bccn rcrluircd for so~llc 
otlicr putposc, and they could no longcr havc i t  for 'I'cmpcrance 
\vork, 7'0 get arrotl~ct roonl I V ~ S  no cnsy maltcr, for cvcry 
nvailablc: place had alrcady bccn uscd. 'l'hcrc was onc build- 
ing which had partly cscapcd demolitmn, and lhat was, ns I 
undcrrrtand, a llall of jl~sticc undcr the Afglxt~~ rule, at the north 
end of tlre Anleer's gardcr~. One part of this k~ilcliug was uscd 
as n workshop ; tlrc otlicr part was anoccol>i~d, but in J vcry- 
sorry stale of repair-only pnrtinlly roofed, very rickcty, and 
vcry dirl): Ho\vcvcr, we had no otlicr plncc lo go to, and lind 
to mnkc the best of it. Having 601 the nccmnry lcavc to usc 
it, \re set to work to repair thc roof nnd prop u p  tlrc do\~btful 
places, nnd when :dl \\.as clea~~cd up, witlr rllc 1 ~ 1 p  of solne tenl- 
kan1\ts as doors, ctc., arrd t i~nl~or  for hnc l~cs ,  wc had n very 
fairly comfortable room for our wotk. A short time aftm these 
wcre t~vo large l'empcrnncc meetings hcld in i t ,  nt hotlr of 
which thc ColomL of the 67th 1xcs1(lcd, giving away n largc 
ntrml~cr of 'lkmpernnce ho11011rs on rile l n ~ t  o ~ c a s i ~ o .  

As tljis rooin was exclusively for ' l 'eml~rancc work, \re did 



not use i t  for nny~hil~:: clsc on wcck-day evenings. 011 Surldnys, 
in  ~ I I C  ; i f t ~ ~ r ~ ~ o o ~ r ,  \YC ~ I S C ~  to 111eet 11rcrc for i l l 1  11011r to ~\'o~.slri]> 
God. 11 good numl>cr ~lscrl lo colne, ~liougll from tllc cnllscs 
that I ~nclrtioned trcfore, and nlao tllc I;lct tllilt linve l~nd FL 
great (leal of sickness, our nurnbers vnricd consitlernbly. On 
week-days wc uscd Lo have n t l  cvcrling meeting in the ~vork- 
shops, br1t we irnprovcd u~lon tfint nrrangemcrlt, wliicli was not 
\?cry satisfnctory. \ire got n sti~nll roorrr it1 the snrnc builtling, 
whicli w;~s used as n praycr-roolg, n11d a1w:rys opcrr for ;iny mnu 
\i.llo cnrcd to go thcrc. It was not s\~ml)luously hrrnisl~ed, hut i t  
nnsrvcrcd its ~)url~osc, n11d wc lrad Illany ~,lcnsnnt rnectings kllcre. 

At Shcrpltr, owing to t l ~c  kiildricss of a Commissnrint oficcr, 
a 1;lrgc roonr i l l  lhc 9znd I-Iigl~lntidcrs' lillcs was giver1 for tlre 
plrrposcs of holding siruilor ~~wcti~rgs. 'The rncn of tllc ( I Z I I ~  
hiivc mndc th:: rucrni vcry ndnt nnd cor~rfortablc. 11 1)r:lycr- 
nreeting was hcld there cvcry cvc~iil~g, bl~e wc frorn the Ili\ln 
I-lissar co~rld scldo~ti go tlicrc on account of tllc latcness o l  the 
hor~r, 3 r d  thc disr:~ncc bctwecn thc two places. On Sutrdny 
cvcni11g.s~ the Prcsbytcrinn Clrnplnin always addressed thc Iilcet- 
iog, wh~eh was ge~lcrally :I crowdcd one. l'crsonally I c~rjoyed 
thosc S~uldny cvcning mcctings vcry mr~ch ; nliothcr ollicer and 
I uscd to ride over from thc Ilala Hissnr to than, but wt' gciic- 
rally had to 1e:rve bcfo1.e tllc mcctings \\*ere ovcr. 

\Vc Irad run olliccrs' p n r y e r - t i i ~  once a wcek :tt Shcrpur, 
nt which ,0111. Chnpl:rin presided. I regret to say that the 
rncclings Iravc heen abruptly terminated, for nlost of those who 
nttcnded :wc now scattcrcd in imrious parts of the country. 

\Vc shall all of 11s soon be scatlcrcd in a sinlilar way. Vcry 
few of us, 1 fancy, kuoiv whcrc wc are to go aftcr tlic wnr is 
co~icludcd. I am snrc t l~nt Inany of us, thong11 we niny ncvcr 
incct ngnin, will bear plens~rnt recollcc~iar~s of the comradcs iititll 
\vlrorn wc wcrc associated a t  Cnbul. 

Cl-IRISTIAN \VORK DURING TIlE OCCUPATION 
OF 'THE BALA HISSAK, CABUL. 

Mzy 2 3 ~ 4  1880. 
\Vc have bccn hnving somc good olecling wit11 the 

nlcn of the 67th Regiment. Somc of tile regiment came and 
asked me to try and get tllcm a place to llold prnyer-mcetings 



in short ly  nllcr r11y nrr ivnl  Ilcrc. 'l'liis was n lnnltcr of ~ o m c  
litllc diflicl~lty, as cvtry availnblc ~)lncc \\.as occlrl)icd (if not 
for barrnrks) I'or starcs or workshops. I-Iowevcr., I got the 
Assistn111- Quartcr-i\.I;istel*-Ge~icral lo let us Ii;rvc :in old tumblc- 
do\vll building, nt onc timc ~ l i c  Ameer's l~all of justicc, ~ x ~ r t  of 
\lqllich was used by our ~ a p p c r  carl>c~ztcrs. I got i t  rliorc or 
less nlcntlcd ; n~id nc bcgnn to Iinvc our ~ncel i~~gs,  11oth for 
Tcml>crnnce-\~.ork mid Tor thc highcr C;ospcl-work. At first t t~c  
latter 1nccti1)gs wcrc wry smnll, only one or two, but latterly 
tllcy hn\*c much increnscd ; Inst night thcrc wcrc morc than 
thirty 111cn. 

I clo \\,is11 t1rcl.c was n bcllcr nlnn tlimr nlyscll to tnkc thc 
matter in Ilnnrl, for I am a very poor spoakcr; 1111t thcrc is ntr 
otll~: officcr 111it mysclf to ~~rcsiclc. I 11nvc ciilrcr lo do so or 
to give it 1113, rvllich latter coursc I wo~rlR irldcerl bc lonth ,to 
do, YOLI could hell, us vcry ~nucll if yo11 ~rot~ltl  send thcm 
solllc books. A t  present we llnvu only somcihing likc four 
books, and illfit doesn't go in r  ~r.ilh tllir~y In{!n. 'I'hel-c art: 
so l l~c  ~ * i g l ~ t  good icllo\vs nrnong tllc lllelr hcrc-nlcn whoni I 
s l~ould  likc to hnvc at 111y back ahcu band-to-11n11d with 111c 
wily Afghan. 'I'lrc 9znd is nnothcr grnrrd rcgimcnt ; fine 
:sturdy Scots, \\tho have nlcll sllstnirrcd their old rcr)ut:itioa. 
U t ~ f o r ~ n n n t e l ~  they nre ovcr at  Shcryorc (rhrcc milcs ofr), so L 
hnvc but few ol,por(unitics of bciog \r.cli actluninted with thc~n. 
'I'hrougll tlic ki~rdncss of n Comn~issarint ofliccr, they Iinvc n 
capital roolri for h i r  meetings. I was ovcr therc oncc last 
wcck, though I fcnr L shnll not bc able to go again, ns I rlirl 
not gct back here till alter dark, which is ngninst orrlcrs. l ' l~e 
~ncc t ing  was \\.ell attended ; it \rlould Iinve delighted you to 
have hcnrd llic tncn will1  heir farnilinr Scotcll tuncs. 1 wish 
I could go  thcre oltctler. 

' I ' 1 . t~  l 'crnpcra~~cc work llerc is doing \*ell. l'hc 67th had 
two hundred arid tliirty-two honours prcscntcd tlic othcr night 
Ijy thcir  coloncl, not bad for one rcginrent, and that on active 
scr\pice in n dcspcratcly cold country like this, \Ybcn yoti 
mcct in pragcr at Landour, renlembcr us nt Cabul in your 
~rnyel-s,  that we may bc strengthc~~ed liutnbly to trust for t11nt 
victory which is assr~rcd us. Tlie fight with evil witbout and 
within is n hard one. Yet we ice1 that wc arc rnakirlg way. 
H- --, of the --, is hcre, but at prcsenl out with General 
Roberts. \\'Rat a good rcllon he is I 



JiUhl.  

' 1 % ~  following rclurn shows lhc consumption of rum since 
1S72, w h c ~  tllc Associalion was reorgnnised. 

COXSIlJ1P rIOX. GA I.I.ONS, 
rS72.73 
1v73-71 zp ;  
1h7.1-75 
1875-76 2051327 
1876-77 I779111  
~877-7s rGr,S!B 
rS7S-79 r ~ , 5 3 6  

'l'hcrc is a reduction in the consumption of rum to the 
cxtenr of 87,368 gallons. 

\ifc niny q11o1c thc ollicinl rentark, ' T h c  above facts prow 
clearly \r. l~nt thc report from n~hieh they arc tt~kcn lllerely 
S I I ~ ~ C \ I S  \vlieri it stntcs tllnt it iq probable that the decreased 
co11su11,1~tion is duc to tlre spread of the Tcrnpcrance movc- 
nicllt i l l  thc Army.' 

P 

KEl'U1:N 1;ROhI REGLivlniu l f l l J  TEMPERANCE 
S O C I ~ I ' I  ES, 

'I'hc following Table of Avcragcs per laoo, coml>ilecl from 
our srntisticnl rcttlrns, to be found in the appendix o f  this 
rcport, avill I)c suflicicnt in  itself to sustnin all Illat has been 
snit1 against tllc continuan& of the rllm issue at the canteen, 
According to tliese returns, it is evident that the nbstninera in 
tllc nrniy ncitller dgrlrc in the defaulters' book nor hospital 
cniry ns oftc~r ns their drinking commdes. 

"l'lrc figures, I tliink, csplain themselves. The first column 
sliows thc actual strength, not nrr aveixge per r om, ns might 
n111:car nt first sight. 'I'lic remaining columns of figures SBOIV 
t l~e  montlily occurretlc.es per every rooo mcn, l'irst for the 
wliulc I-cgi~~icnt, scconil for thc 'rota1 Absrainers, third for tile 
non+;~bstnirrcrs. In  every col~r mn, wit11 the exception of the 
C;ood Condllrt Bxdgc col~~rn~l ,  thc 'Soh1 Ahstaitlcrs hnvc the  
best, and by fir the best avcragc. Tllc difference 6f one or 
two per 1000 ngninst t l~e  ;~hstnincrs in the Good Conduct 
Dndgc coltr~nn is SO slight, fhnt it  is fully compensated for in 
~ h c  ricxt coluo~n, sho\ving (3aod Cond~lct Uadges forfeited. 
Sec 65111 and 5'ttli Regiments, and 14th I-lussprs.' 





T H E  SOIADIERS' TOl'hLt ABSTINENCE 
ASS0CIRTIC)N. 

'I'HIS nssocintion wns fornied by hIr. Grcgson at ~ \g rb  i n  1862, 
wlren the first socict y \$*as cstsblished in the 3 5th Regiment, 
t h c  Royal Susses. 'This socicty was formed it1 t11c littlc 
soldiers' chapel built by Captain HavcIock mrcl the lncrl of the 
13th Light 111I:intry (afterwnrds Sir Hcnry Navulock, K.C.15.). 

The work of the nssocintion lnpscd after 311. Gregson lcft 
India in ISGB, b11t was rcorgnnizcd 011 his rcturn in  1872,  and 
113s brarlch societies in rlcarly cvcry rugimcnt and hnttcry in 
India, numbering, in Junc last, I 1,49,t rncnlbcrs. 

At thc suggestion of Coloncl thc Iionournblc Frederick 
Thesiger, C.n. (now Licntcnant-Ccir~eri~l Lord Cbelmsford, 
C.C.B.), we adoptcd the following plcdgc : 

No. Dntz. 

T I I E  SOL D1ER.S' TOT2L A BSTIfV.r\7CE 
ASSOCIA TIOA< 

IX flY,'s A'(,./. 
I PROllfISE,  7ilt'fh G(?~'s ht@, f~ nhstai~t f t ~ t t i  d l  

I t f f o . ~ i c ~ f  i!1r L;f i t# t~ ,  f-ricfit 7(1h~*tr (rdt/~;//i&?'~d /tltdiiitta/& 
or  it! a rclt:yio/t~ ord i~~/ lc i - ,  so /o?tkr RX 1 n-taiti thi~pkd't, 

(S ip  cd) 

ZVA TCIX A ArD BE SOBER. 

The speciality of this pledge is Ihc clause, 'So long as I 
retnin this plcdge.' This clausc prevcnls men fro111 breaking 
their word, or making a promise thcy find it irilpossiblc to kecp. 
Thc meri wlro sign this pledge are at liberly to return it wllen- 
ever thcy like-in othcr words, to keep it as long as they like; ' 



..nd bllr returns slrow that our associatiorr lras not suffered by 
giving its menlbers this libcrlp. 

Trit~l?, M(iy 51A, I 8 7 6. 
Mu D I G ~ R  MR. GREC;SON, 

I Iiavc deferred ari t ir~g to you regarding Lhc opera- 
tions of tlrc society for the suppressioll of drulrkenness in the  
army in India, in ordcr tha t  I nniglrt ascertain thoroughly Irow 
the action of the socicty has ~ffccled rcgimcntnl discipliiie, 
and what has beclr its cffect upon c r in~c  resulling i ro~n  drun- 
kenness. 

From tlw: i~~quirics whiclr 1 have mode, 1 a n  quite satisfied 
thnt the action of the sdcicty in no way inlcrferes with rcgi- 
lncnbl discipline, and has greatly diminished drunkenness and 
its cotlsequcnt crinl 

In  ~870 ,  tlicre w leelotalers, 147 abstainers, 16,570 
non-alstaincrs. 

b In r 874, tllcrc were r14b6 teetatalcrs, aSg abstainers, 16,233 
non-abstni~lcrs. 

So thnt iluring tlie four yenrs the tccfotalcrs lwd riscn i n  
numbers, out of ncarly thc smnc n111nber of mcn, from 248 to 
r 66. 
"rhe crirrler com~rit tcd by the leclotnlcrs arc virtually 

none. 
Tlre aggregate percentngc of crinre cotnnrittcd by tmtalalers 

during llre five ycars a~nounls to omla, while that of the non- 
abstainers anlolints to 4'68, or, in round nr~mbcn, about forty 
times as lsnumcrous. 

Without rclying too rnucli on the accllracy of statistics, 
there can be no rooni tb doiibt that the action or tllc socicly 
has exercised the most beneficial influcrrcc in the arnly, 
and khe socicly dcserves thc warmesl encouragement as long 
as its action continues to bc as  discreetly directed as nt 
present. 

There is room in the action or n gencral associntiotr, ahiclr 
cmbraces a lnrgc number of merr in thc firmy, irrespective of 
their regimental discipline, for some interference with the corn- 
pletc morn1 control which the co~n~nanding oflicer of r rer:.---' 
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slrould cxcrcisc; but hcretorore thc society's action Ilas been 
entircly s~~bordinatc to regin~e~ltal author~ty, an? as long as 
this course js maintnjt~ed, I consider that the socrely descrvcs 
cordial approval and encouragetnent fro111 the Govcrnmc~~t and 
the Commandcr-in-Cllief, 

Yours fnithlully, 
P$~i~~eit  OF ~ ~ ~ G D A L A .  

'1'HE END. 






